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From The Editor 

Since the last issue CADHAS has formally changed its name to CCHS, Chipping 
Campden History Society, so you will begin to see references to CCHS and fewer 
mentions of CADHAS.  Our remit however is still the same – to advance the 
education of the general public in particular in the history and archaeology of 
Chipping Campden and surrounding villages.  We shall update the format of Notes & 
Queries for the start of Volume VIII, i.e. after this issue.  This issue contains two 
interesting articles sent to us by enquirers with family and social relevance, about 
Arthur Bunten with the Pyment connection and Guthrie, the blacksmith family.  The 
article by Tony Spicer on the campaign and battle of Stow with its road analysis is 
most useful. Once again, thank you all for sending your articles and comments for 
Notes & Queries.  

 

Editor: C.Jackson, CADHAS Archive Room, Old Police Station, High St, Chipping Campden, Glos. GL55 6HB 
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Letters to the Editor 

It has been a very busy period since the last issue with a good number of emails to the CCHS 
Archive Room & website from researchers, e.g. an Izod descendant in Burgundy told us of 
some clothing connections with the Izod name:  George Alfred Izod in 1901 was a packer in a 
corset factory in London and his father was a Stay Cutter in London;  an Edwin Izod (b.1826 
Bethnal Green, d.1887, a Gt-Gt Grandson of John Izod born 1689 in Campden) was the 
person responsible for the IZOD corsets with a factory in Hampshire, employing 23 males 
and 337 females in 1881 census;  an Arthur James (Jack) Izod was a tailor, in 1891 he was a 
draper’s assistant in St. Pancras, in 1901 a hosier on his own account in 1911 a hosier 
employing 2 persons still at St. Pancras, but by 1924 he had premises in Conduit Street and 
was a court hosier and shirt maker in 1938.  In the 1930s, Vin Draddy, a clothing magnate 
from USA, bought the IZOD name from Arthur and sold his clothes under the IZOD name.  
Arthur never actually designed or made any of the American clothing, retiring shortly after 
and died in 1952 aged 80 years.  A Bonner descendant from America made contact.  We 
heard from an enquirer in Australia and another in Shropshire, both looking independently for 
Truby family information - more of this in a future issue.  A descendant of Julius Robert 
Neve sent photos of a wooden family chest carved with family shields & Coats of Arms and 
two family paintings exhibited at Campden Arts Show in 1916, along with family tree details.  
Cheshire CCHS member, Janet Booth, has been looking into the Horseman’s of Campden, 
who link with her Hiron/Franklin/Hickman line and asks for the location of Crown House, 
which in the John Truby 1781 will mentions ‘a house between Crown House and Edward 
Horseman’s house’ - seemingly to be in 5 tenements and in the occupation of John Person??, 
John Howman, Richard Tustin, Henry Stiles & Elizabeth Phillips – does anyone know where 
this could be?  There is some suggestion that it was the land now occupied by Kings and 
Cotswold House.  We also managed to link together two 2nd cousins once removed of the 
Roberts family and they have met and become friends.  One enquirer asked what car the 
Campden Chauffeur J.Turner was driving in the 1920s and from a 1922 advertisement we 

were able to reply a 6-cylinder Buick Landaulette.  
Does anyone know what this Buick may have looked 
like?  From Hon. Gerard and Mrs Noel we received 
copies for the archives of their correspondence with 
Rev. Brian Doolan from the Presbytery of Ss Peter 

and Paul at Lower Brailes.  He wrote to advise them that St Philip’s Catholic Church at 
Ilmington was closing in September 2013 and the Pugin stained glass windows, the reredos 
and the holy water stoup there, which had originally come from the chapel at Campden 
House, had been transferred to the Church of Our Lady and St Michael at Shipston, now the 
parish church.  He wrote that they fit in very well there and are a great enhancement of the 
church.  Rev. Doolan had traced the history of the windows from Hardman’s archives, which 
confirm that they were commissioned by Viscount Campden in 1850 (the year that he and his 
wife became Catholics), were made by A.W. Pugin and cost £24.  Rev. Doolan has found a 
reference in Dr. Stanley Shepherd’s book of Pugin stained glass, stating that Charles Hansom 
worked on the Campden House Chapel in 1853.  Sr. Dominic Savio’s history of the 
Passionists in Broadway states that ‘in 1854 Lord and Lady Campden asked Charles Hansom 
to design a domestic chapel for them.  Fr. Bernard O’Loughlin blessed it on 25th March 1854’.  
The Chapel already existed as it was built by R.C. Carpenter in 1846-48 with the rest of the 
house, but it was clearly modified to make it suitable for Catholic worship after Lord and 
Lady Campden were received into the Church in 1850.  Hansom was an obvious choice – he 
lived in Clifton and did a lot of work in the Dioceses of Birmingham and Clifton, especially 
after Pugin’s death in 1852.  So that work almost certainly included the reredos and the altar.  
Rev. Doolan would be pleased to find full documentary proof of this, but suspects this is as 
close as he will get.  No-one has produced a proper biography of Charles Hansom, unlike his 
brother Joseph, who designed the hansom cab.  Don’t forget, Gerard Noel’s most entertaining 
book about his ancestors Sir Gerard Noel MP and the Noels of Campden and Exton, is still 
available from The Archive Room or CCHS website and is excellent value at £10. 
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Campden Town Band – Arthur Ernest Bunten  

        Janet Brodie-Murphy 

My maternal grandfather, Arthur Ernest Bunten, was born on the 5th of March 1888 
to William James Bunten and his wife Mary, formerly Pymont [sic], in Royston, 
Hertfordshire.  His half-brother James Walter Pyment was 21 years his senior and, as 
is well documented, was one of the original artisans to come from Mile End, London 
to Chipping Campden with The Guild of Handicraft in 1902.  Arthur was 14 years old 
in 1902 and in his book 'Campden 1914-18' Paul R. Hughes writes that Arthur "after 
leaving school he joined the Guild of Handicraft as an apprentice cabinetmaker just as 
they were preparing to move to Campden".  Based on photographs dated 1904 he can 
be seen as an active member of Campden Band.   

On joining the Guild he was apprenticed to William (Bill) Wall, the Cabinet Maker, 
who earned the reputation of being a very sober, serious and quiet man.  They had a 
robust sound relationship, but Mr Wall was driven quite mad by Arthur’s effervescent 

sense of fun and incessant whistling.  My mother’s 
notes and other documented sources record that 
throughout the Guild he was fondly known as 
'Bunt'.  Initially Arthur lived with his half brother 
and sister in law – James and Emily Pyment - and 
their children at Guild Cottage, Sheep Street. 
Back L – R: Arthur Ernest Bunten, James Walter Pyment 
Front L – R: Arthur Sidney Pyment, Emily Pyment [née 
Pepper], Harold George Pyment 

As Arthur grew older and became more 
independent he stayed in the Guild accommodation 
or in private lodgings in the town.  One of his 
dearest friends was Alec Miller.  In her book 'Alec 
Miller' his daughter, Jane Wilgress, writes “Upstairs 
again, at the top of the Guild building, was the 
cabinetmaking shop of Bill Wall and Arthur Bunten 
both of whom I loved”.  My mother, Dorothy Mary 
Bunten, Arthur's eldest child, wrote in her memoirs 

“As a child Alec wanted to sculpt me, but I was too shy to let him”.  Fortunately we 
still have a piece of his work;  he gave my aunt Jessie Bunten a statuette which we 
have always known as 'Jane'.  This is a plaster copy of the original made from lime 
wood called `The Franz Hals Baby`.  Jane Wilgress writes 
again “Particularly alluring is the statuette in lime wood of 
a charming and distinctly Franz Hals Baby.  Such is my 
claim to fame, for I was that baby!”  

'Bunt' was a very popular man and had settled into his new 
life becoming totally immersed into all the Guild activities 
and enterprises, as well as Broad Campden Wakes and 
other Chipping Campden social activities.  He acted in the 
Guild plays, participated in all the Sports and Athletic 
tournaments, a player and acting coach with the Excelsior 
Football Team and was a keen Guild gardener and 
swimmer.  Indeed in 1908 he was awarded the Glossop 
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Cup for swimming – see over. 

In 1910 Arthur married Lucy Edith 
James of Broad Campden.  Lucy James 
and her twin brother George were the 
eldest children of James James and his 
wife Sarah, daughter of Philip and Dinah 
Merriman of Chipping Campden.  Arthur 
and Lucy had four children; my mother 
Dorothy b.1911 then her 3 younger 
siblings Margaret b.1914 Arthur (Jim) 
b.1916 and Jessie b.1919, see left outside 

Elm Tree House.  Education was an important feature of the Guild philosophy and all 
four children went on to attend Chipping Campden School. 

Arthur was a very practical man and in time he 
bought land at Broad Campden and built his 
house, Withy Bank (right).  He also owned 
and drove his own car.  Arthur died in 1937 
just a few years after my grandmother in 1934 
[Ed. Both are buried in St James’s churchyard, 
ref. R49].  Even though I never knew them, the 
Guild has reflected in my family life through 
my mother, then on to her children and 
grandchildren.  Guild memories and stories 
still abound in the family and since childhood we have lived with items made at the 
Guild or at evening classes organised by the Guild. 

I am very proud of Arthur Bunten;  he achieved so much in his 34 years at Campden, 
especially as a musician with the Band alongside his half-brother and band leader 
James Pyment.  By the 1930s Arthur had come become Band President.  The Band 
held regular meetings in the Eight Bells Public House – has someone safely kept 
minutes of those meetings and memorabilia?  I am now very keen to research and 
document the activities of Chipping Campden Band during the years 1902 – 1937 and 
am looking for any knowledge, anecdotes, photographs or ephemera of band 
members, functions or competitions - anything of interest concerning the Band, the 
Jazz Band, Band Quartet, Toy Band, Orchestra Band & Silver Band.   

Band leader was James Walter (Jimmy) Pyment;  Band 
members in 1904 were:  Bill Aston, Charley Aston, Frank 
Bennett, Fred Bennett, Noah Bennett, Arthur Ernest 
Bunten, Charley Downer, Charley Grove, Bill Harris, 
Dennis Hathaway, Fred Hathaway, Algernon Hathaway, 
Granville (Gran) Huckfield, Fred Taylor, W (Bill) 
Thornton, Charley Veale and Jacky (Jackie) Webb.   

So if you are able to help in any way please contact me on 
01986 873251 or 07900 394345 or email: janetbrodie-
murphy@supanet.com  

Left Arthur Ernest Bunten:  The lead Trumpet Player of 
Campden Band wearing the new band uniform worn at The 
Madresfield Musical Competition on 3rd May 1904.   

mailto:janetbrodie-murphy@supanet.com
mailto:janetbrodie-murphy@supanet.com
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From Guthrie to Rogers – a Potted History 

Elaine Schollar 

This note to CCHS was welcomed, since the Guthrie name is known through Guthrie’s 
Burgage, Back Ends where the Doctors’ Surgery is situated. The 1920s Jessie Taylor 
photograph below with the Guthrie business sign attached to now Pinkney’s House at 
Leysbourne is in CCHS Archives.  The entry to the old blacksmith’s shop was seemingly 
between the Pinkney’s/Barley Mow building and Miles House.  The board reads ‘Guthrie, 
Registered shoeing and general smith’.  This article also demonstrates how complicated 
research is, when the same family names are used again and again. 

Richard Guthrie (b.1808 Broadway, d.1886 Chipping Campden), was my 3 x great 
grand uncle.  He was the elder brother of my 3 x great grandfather, Robert Guthrie 
(b.1810 Broadway, d.1875 Broadway).  Their father was Robert Haslam Guthrie 
(b.1781, d.1852 Broadway), their mother was Martha Turner (b.1766 Broadway, 
d.1821) and I believe their grandfather was Hugh, who was born in Scotland.  Richard 
and Robert had three elder siblings, all of whom were also born in Broadway.  They 
were Ann (b.1803), Samuel (b.1805) and Martha (b.1806).  Their father, Robert 
Haslam Guthrie, was a grazier in Broadway.  Ann and Robert stayed living and 
working with their father.  

The 1841 census shows Richard working as a blacksmith in Chipping Campden, 
married to Eliza, with three children Martha (b.1838), Ann (b.1840) and Fanny 
(b.1841).  I believe Eliza died in 1847.  [Ed. There is a burial at St James on 31st August 
1847 of Elizabeth Guthrie, age 38.  It seems there were four more children, Jane b.1842, 
Eliza b.1844, buried 3rd February 1846 age 1 year, 11 months, Mary b.1845 and Eliza their 
last, christened on 29th August 1846]  The 1851 census shows Richard now married to Sarah, 
[Ed. a widow, b.c.1814 at Temple Guiting.  Their marriage is registered at Evesham, Worcs. 
in the Oct-Dec Quarter of 1850 ref XVIII 535.] with the younger children above, as well 
as a step-daughter Harriet Harris (b.1844 Birmingham).  More children followed:  
Lucy (b.1852), George Robert (b.1854), Richard (b.1856) and Sarah Hannah (b.1859).  
So Richard in all had eleven children. 

With regards to Richard Guthrie’s business, in 1841, David Clark (age 15) is his 
apprentice blacksmith;  in 1851 Henry Brimmer (age 22) is working with him as a 
blacksmith;  and in 1861, George Beezley (age 16) is Richard’s apprentice.  By 1871, 
Richard’s son George Robert Guthrie (age 17) is working with him as a blacksmith 
and is still there in 1881.  [Ed. An item in the CCHS archives, ref. 2005/006/DO Box E2, 

dated 25th December 1847, is a 
District Fire Insurance 
Company of Birmingham 
insurance policy, No 15582, for 
the premises of Richard 
Guthrie, blacksmith.  It is 
signed by the agent Mr J.[ohn] 
H.[erbert] Kingzett and it lists 
£60 for household goods and 
linen, printed books, wearing 
apparel, plate, wine and liquor 
in private use in Richard’s 
dwelling house, plus £40 for his 
stock in trade and working tools 

in his nearby detached blacksmith’s shop. The buildings are all stone and slate.]   
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Richard Guthrie died on Christmas Day 1886, aged 78, of senile decay, which his 
death certificate reports him as having had for some 15 months and his wife Sarah 
died the following year.  Their son George Robert Guthrie, who was present at his 
father’s death, took over the business and the 1891 census shows him there with his 
wife Annie (born in Kidderminster, Worcs. whom he had married in 1887) and his 
nephew, Thomas Henry Barnes (age 17), who is working with him as a blacksmith.  

There are still just the three of them in 1901 and also in 1911.  
George Robert Guthrie, see left, age 82 years and died at 
Leasebourne in Campden on the 25 October 1935, of 
bronchitis and senile degeneration, with his nephew, T.H. 
Barnes, in attendance.  He was buried on 29th Oct 1935 at St 
James. What happened to the business after 1911 is unknown, 
although presumably George Robert continued working there 
until the 1930s, with his nephew possibly taking it over after 
his uncle’s death?  [Ed. There is a Kelly's reference in 1931, but 
since George died in 1935 aged 82 it must have been someone else 
running the business.]  I have also yet to investigate what 
became of George Robert Guthrie’s siblings, so I would be 
pleased to hear from anyone who knows.  [Ed. Jane Guthrie 
married builder John Richard Keitley on 2nd Dec 1865, both aged 
22, at St James, Campden;  Lucy Guthrie,  age 28,  married 
Richard Francis Holtham, a Butcher, age 34, from Oaksey, Wilts 
on 6th April 1880 and Sarah Hannah Guthrie, age 22, married 

George Michael Grove, a 24 year old mason, on 28 July 1881.  Richard b.1856 is found in 
1891 in the City of London, a Housekeeper and grocer, age 32 married to Elizabeth Frances 
Eaglesfield from Paddington/Bayswater, with a two month old son Richard Cyril.  By 1911 he 
is recorded as a grocer, living in Catford, with their only child (R.C.) now 20 and a railway 
clerk and with two visitors, Sarah Ann (age 30) and Mary Eleanor (age 28) Holtham, both 
born in Cirencester.  Could these be children of his sister Lucy?  Richard’s death was 
registered in the March  Quarter 1935, ref 29/293.] 

With regards to my more direct link to the Guthries, namely Richard’s brother, Robert 
(my 3 x great grandfather), he was born, lived and died (unmarried!) in Broadway.  In 
1842, aged about 26, he fathered a son, but was not named on the birth certificate.  
The mother (my 3 x great grandmother) was Martha Rogers (née Clarke, b. in Lime, 
Dorset), who had been widowed in 1832.  Martha named her son, born on 20th June 
1842 at Broadway, Robert Guthrie.  Two years later by the same father she had a 
daughter, whom she called Ann.  The 1851 census shows Martha Rogers, working as 
a gloveress, living with her son, Robert Guthrie, and daughter, Ann Guthrie, in the 
High Street at Broadway.   

Following the death of their father, Robert Haslam Guthrie, in 1852, the 1861 census 
shows Robert Guthrie (Snr.) living with his unmarried elder sister Ann;  she is shown 
as head of the household.  By 1871 Ann is shown as a retired farmer (still listed as 
head of the household) and her brother Robert is shown as an agricultural labourer.  
He died on 10th April 1875 in Broadway of apoplexy;  [Ed. Apoplexy referred to any 
sudden death that began with a sudden loss of consciousness, especially one in which the 
victim died within a matter of seconds after losing consciousness, e.g. ruptured aortic 
aneurysms, heart attacks and strokes.]  his brother, Richard Guthrie (the blacksmith from 
Chipping Campden), was present at the death. 

Meanwhile, in 1861, Martha Rogers and her daughter, Ann, were working in 
Winchcombe as a cook and servant respectively, with Ann also now using the 
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surname Rogers, whilst Robert Guthrie (Jnr.) (my 2 x great 
grandfather) was an apprentice tailor (now aged 18), learning 
his trade in Evesham.  On 11th May 1868, he married Emily 
Clara Vaile (my 2 x great grandmother).  On the marriage 
certificate, Robert gave his name as ‘Robert Guthrie Rogers’ 
(see right) the name he continued to use through his life and he 
described his father as ‘Robert Guthrie Rogers’, a farmer.  (His 
sister, Ann, had married the previous year, but was calling 
herself Ann Rogers and named her father as Richard Rogers!  
Richard, [Ed. b.1798 from Buckland, Glos.] had been Martha’s 
husband who had died in 1832). 

Robert Guthrie Rogers and his wife, Emily Clara, had their first 
child on 28th April 1869.  He was named Edgar Valentine 
Rogers, see left [Ed. Valentine Clarke 1751-1834 was Martha’s 

father, so a family name?] and was born in 
Evesham.  He was to become my great 
grandfather.  His eldest daughter married the man who was to 
become my grandfather, in Gloucester.  Their only son was to 
become my father; and following the early and untimely death of my 
grandfather in 1929 in Gloucester when his son (my father) was just 
7 months old, my grandmother moved with her parents from 
Gloucester to London – where I was ultimately born!  My parents 
moved to Worthing when I was nearly six, so I grew up there, but I 
now live and work back in London.  

 

Campden and the Battle of Stow, 15th to 21th March 1646 

     Tony Spicer 

In the 17th-century, the year ended on 24th March;  thus to contemporaries, the events 
described below would have taken place in 1645.  The modern dating of 1646 has 
been used here except where quoting or giving the title of a primary source. 

Before determining the role of Chipping Campden in the campaign and Battle of 
Stow, it is necessary to try to establish the road system for the area in the 17th-
century.  This is not easy as there is a lack of primary source material.  What follows 
is at best an assessment on the balance of probabilities. 

Today’s traveller by car from Worcester to Stow-on-the-Wold would go to Evesham, 
cross the Avon by one of the bridges there and then follow the A44 Oxford Road over 
Fish Hill, subsequently branching off to Stow on the A424.  This route would not 
have been possible for a wheeled vehicle in the 17th century, as the road over Fish 
Hill was not constructed until 1771.  There was a road over Broadway Hill, but 
unsuitable for wheeled vehicles, so they took a longer route through Broadway village 
and went near Snowshill to the west of the modern A44 and then, as the A424 did not 
exist, turned east to Bourton-on-the-Hill.  There are secondary sources in support of 
the fact that the A424 was an 18th-century road, for example reference to linear belts 
of woodland “bordering the A424, known as Five Mile Drive in this location.  The 
road dates to 1730 and was constructed over the Bourton Downs.  It is a good 
example of an enclosure road, the main carriageway being bordered by grass verges 
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and low dry stone walls”.1  The 17th-century traveller would not have crossed the 
Avon at the Evesham town bridge, but further north at Twyford.  Here there was an 

island in the Avon (hence 
the name which means 
‘two fords’) with a 
footbridge for vehicular 
passengers to walk over, 
while the vehicle itself 
went through the fords.  
The road then went via 
Offenham to Bretforton 
and Weston Subedge and 
then slightly to the west of 
Chipping Campden to 
Blockley and Bourton-on-
the-Hill.  This was the Salt 
Way, a very old road 
probably predating Saxon 
times and there is evidence 
that this was still the main 
road as late as the early part 
of the 18th-century. 

A letter dated 29th March 
1725 from Richard Graves 
to Thomas Hearne2 
describes how Campden is 

situated in a deep valley, so that coming from Mickleton little or nothing can be seen 
of the town, “but as you approach it from the south side, on the road from London and 
Oxford, you come down the hill for about a mile to it and have a full view of the 
whole town".  This is still the same today;  as one approaches Chipping Campden 
from Blockley there is a fine view of the town – with a bench by the roadside from 
which to admire it.  Graves says that this is the road from London and Oxford in 1725. 

The Oxford and Gloucester Roads Act 1730 is also significant.  It makes provision for 
the road from Chappel-on-the-Heath in the County of Oxford to the quarry above 
Bourton-on-the-Hill in the County of Gloucester, a length of about 8 miles, to be 
turnpiked, "being the Great Road leading from the Cities of London and Oxford to the 
City of Worcester".  If the "Great Road" which went to Worcester continued along 
what is now the A44, why was it only turnpiked as far as the quarry above Bourton-
on-the-Hill?  The implication is that the A44, certainly in its present form, did not 
exist and that at Bourton-on-the-Hill the Great Road turned north to Campden. 

At Bourton-on-the-Hill the 17th-century traveller has the choice of two roads to take 
him to Longborough.  One starts about a third of a mile to the west of Bourton-on-the-
Hill past a quarry and is now an unclassified road with dry stone walls on either side 
(we shall call this "Quarry Road").  This may be the quarry referred to in the Oxford 
and Gloucester Roads Act 1730.  The other is the Salt Way which goes past Sezincote 
                                                 
1  Cotswold Landscape Character Assessment – Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 2002 

2  The Works of Thomas Hearne, 1812, vol.3 XX1 p. CCX111 
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to Longborough and clearly is the Salt Way, as there is reference in a 1277 document 
to a "saltmor" in the locality and indeed in the modern Ordnance Survey map there is 
"Saltmore Coppice" to the east of Sezincote. 

Both roads go to Longborough.  From Longborough to Donnington there were two 
roads.  One is now a footpath going to the west of Donnington - in a 1775 survey it is 
described as an "old earth road".  The other is the Salt Way, now a bridle path, which 
went through to Donnington and subsequently to Broadwell and Maugersbury.  Again 
there is no doubt that this was the Salt Way.  A charter of 779 A.D. refers to a Salt 
Street in Donnington and there is similar evidence for Broadwell and Maugersbury.  
(In so far as Stow existed in Saxon times it was part of Maugersbury.)  Although there 
is no evidence as to its condition, the salt trade was vitally important throughout this 
period and it is a fair assumption that Salt Ways were maintained to a reasonable 
standard until the turnpike roads gradually took over their role in the 18th century. 

In contrast to the information about the road system, there are several primary 
sources, listed below, about the Campaign and Battle of Stow.  Chipping Campden's 
position in relation to the roads made it central to the campaign of March 1646 which 
culminated in the defeat of the last royalist field army under the command of Jacob 
Lord Astley, a most remarkable and underrated royalist general.  A career soldier, he 
had fought with distinction in Dutch service before and during the 30 Years War.  At 
the age of 63, he became Major-General of the royalist infantry at the Battle of Edge 
Hill in 1642.  There followed a workload which would have exhausted many a 
younger man.  After Edgehill, where he was wounded, he took part in the 1st Battle of 
Newbury and siege of Gloucester in 1643, where he was again wounded.  The 
following year he fought at the Battles of Lostwithiel and 2nd Battle of Newbury and 
in 1645 commanded the royalist infantry at the Battle of Naseby, after which he was 
made Lieutenant-General in charge of the counties bordering the Welsh Marches and 
established a relatively stable royalist administration in Worcestershire and 
Shropshire.  However, by the spring of 1646 the Royalists’ situation was dire.  Except 
for Woodstock and Banbury, the satellite garrisons protecting Oxford had fallen to the 
Parliamentarians.  Other royalist generals had given up.  The 3rd Earl of 
Northampton, a prominent royalist supporter in the Cotswolds, was negotiating terms 
with Parliament, although his brother Sir William Compton still held out at Banbury.  
Realistically, Astley was the King's last hope. 

It is often thought that Astley was ordered to join the King at Oxford, but this is not 
quite correct.  Walker records that in January 1646 "His Majesty resolved himself to 
join with the Lord Astley and either endeavour to relieve Banbury or to retire to 
Worcester and there make new resolutions.  To this end the Lord Astley had order to 
march with all his horse and foot being 2000 out of Worcestershire and over Avon to 
come to Stow and so to Chipping Norton where his Majesty with about 1500 horse 
and foot drawn out of Oxford and other garrisons intended to meet him."  As much of 
the country between Worcester and Chipping Norton was now in parliamentary hands 
(Evesham fell to Parliament in May 1645) this was not an easy task, but nevertheless 
Astley skilfully raised an army somewhere between 2000 and 3,000 men.  

Astley set out from Worcester in the middle of March.  However from Walker we 
learn that the Parliamentarians had intercepted intelligence that Astley was on the 
move and assumed he was making for Oxford.  They directed troops from 
Gloucestershire under Col. Thomas Morgan, from Herefordshire under Col. Sir John 
Birch and cavalry from Cheshire under Sir William Brereton to amalgamate and 
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oppose him.  Astley could not prevent Morgan and Birch from combining forces, 
which they did on 15th March 1646, but he did make an attempt, which almost 
succeeded, to prevent Brereton from joining them. 

Astley's initial ploy was to make a feint towards Lichfield which made Brereton, who 
coming from there had reached Stratford-upon-Avon, retreat quickly back to Knowle, 
south-east of Birmingham to put himself between Astley and Lichfield.  Having, as he 
hoped, put distance between Brereton and the Morgan/Birch forces, Astley turned 
south towards the River Avon.  This created problems for Morgan.  Astley, as the 
Moderate Intelligencer rather quaintly puts it, was playing "Bo Peep" with the 
parliamentary forces.  The troops available to Morgan and Birch at this point were 
about 20003.  Rather than attempt to patrol all the possible crossing points along the 
Avon, Morgan retreated to Campden.  This is confirmed by R.S. who says that on 
19th March, Brereton was informed that "Col Morgan was returned back as far as 
Camden".  Morgan himself says that he allowed Astley to cross the Avon with a view 
to bringing him to battle and then received intelligence that Astley was approaching 
Bedford (i.e. Bidford-on-Avon).  Astley was to cross the Avon by means of a bridge 
of boats which is confirmed by R. S. who says that Astley "had a bridge carried with 
him".  These bridging boats had to be carried on carts.  Moderate Intelligencer says 
that Astley had 12 carriages with him, presumably in addition to the carts, so clearly 
Astley needed a road which would take wheeled vehicles.  The circumstances also 
suggest that once his presence was known to the enemy, Astley would take the 
shortest route possible so as to get as near as he could to Stow/Chipping Norton 
before Brereton realised that he had been deceived and came after him. 

Thus, on 19th March, Morgan has retreated to Campden, Brereton to Knowle and 
Astley is approaching Bidford, preparatory to crossing the Avon early the next day.  
But what is happening in Oxford?  On 18th March the Royalist Oxford cavalry had 
begun their attempt to get through to Astley.  So in a way the royalist/parliamentary 
situation is similar.  The main protagonists were Astley's army and the forces under 
Morgan and Birch, who were waiting to be joined by Brereton, while Astley was 
expecting to be joined by the Oxford cavalry.  Here however the similarity ends 
because whilst there were no other royalist forces available to keep Brereton at bay, 
there were 2000 to 3000 Parliamentary troops under the command of Col. Charles 
Fleetwood and Col. Thomas Rainsborough near Woodstock to impede the advance of 
the Oxford cavalry. 

It is sometimes difficult to determine at what point a campaign ends and the battle 
begins.  However Moderate Intelligencer makes an interesting point when it says 
"Col. Fleetwood had a great hand in this victory" – meaning the Battle of Stow.  Once 
the Oxford cavalry advanced towards Chipping Norton, Rainsborough blockaded 
Woodstock, so threatening supplies from there, while Fleetwood with 1000 cavalry 
"did so terrify and affright them (i.e. the Oxford cavalry) that they durst not come 
near".  Arguably, this was the first phase of the Battle of Stow.  

Astley crossed the River Avon on Friday 20th March.  Birch takes up the story:  "… 
Sir Jacob Astley came marching with his army in view;  we, lying on the top of the 
hill near Cambdin saw him march at least six miles together.”  This is consistent with 
Birch and Morgan being on Dover Hill’s and seeing Astley taking the long stretch of 
Roman road known as Buckle Street from Bidford to Weston Subedge. 
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Morgan and Birch decided not to engage Astley directly from Campden, which on the 
face of it is surprising, as they occupied the higher ground.  The reason given was that 
they felt they were too weak numerically without Brereton.  Morgan may also have 
been concerned that the Oxford cavalry, if it succeeded in reaching the Cotswolds, 
could attack from the rear. 

Therefore the decision was taken, as described by Birch, "not to tempt God by 
fighting overmuch ... but if no help came before such time that the enemy would be 
out of our reach towards Oxford, then we would fight them and trust God to beat them 
with the force we had:  in the meantime to vex them with 500 good horse and some 
few foot, to make them spend the time and tire them;  and in the meantime the rest of 
our army to feed and refresh themselves abundantly which they did from Cambdin". 

With the parliamentary army at Chipping Campden the question is whether Astley 
took the Salt Way going just to the west of the town, so passing close to the 
Parliamentary forces, or whether he took a wider roundabout route to the west, 
perhaps via Saintbury before circling back to Bourton-on-the-Hill.  The balance of 
probabilities favours the Salt Way:  it was the shorter, more direct route and the 18th-
century evidence of Mr Graves says effectively that it was the main road.  After the 
battle, the parliamentary army went to Worcester via Campden (see below).  The Salt 
Way went directly to the strong defensive position on the ridge at Donnington from 
where Chipping Norton, Astley's ultimate destination, could be seen and in which 
hamlet Atkyns says that the battle was fought. 

The Salt Way route does of course put Astley's army close to the Parliamentary forces 
and the risk of a flank attack.  Nevertheless, this was not unprecedented in the English 
Civil War, Fairfax, for example, having executed a similar manoeuvre at the Battle of 
Nantwich in 1644.  Moreover, to get past the enemy, Astley would have had to expose 
his flank, whichever route he took.  With probable numerical superiority at this stage, 
there was good reason for Astley to take the shortest possible route and join up with 
the royalist reinforcements from Oxford before Brereton could catch up with him.  
Astley therefore continued his march along the Salt Way just to the west of Chipping 
Campden passing the parliamentary army perhaps half a mile to his east.  However, 
once most of the royalist army had passed them, Morgan and Birch put into effect 
their plan of vexing Astley's rear-guard with the 500 horse and a few foot.  Thus if the 
skirmishing between Woodstock and Chipping Norton was the first phase of the 
Battle of Stow, the harassment of Astley's rear-guard near Campden was the second.  
Parliamentary sources say that it lasted at least four hours until called off at 8pm. 

The royalist army reached Bourton-on-the-Hill, from where Astley had a choice of 
two roads – the Salt Way or Quarry Road to Longborough.  One cannot discount 
Quarry Road, but since it is slightly longer, the Salt Way seems more likely.  Once at 
Longborough, there was the Salt Way or the old earth road, but the latter would have 
been difficult for wheeled vehicles and so again it seems likely that Astley stuck to the 
Salt Way to Donnington.  Walker says that Astley "makes his passage good and 
marches all night, imagining that they had not followed him further and so early 
begins to draw into quarters."  Unfortunately for Astley he had been followed by 
Morgan and Birch and to make matters worse, Brereton now arrived with his 800 
cavalry to join them.  Although Parliamentary sources estimate the strength of 
Astley's army at 3000, Walker’s figure is lower, so it is likely that with Brereton's 
arrival the Parliamentarians outnumbered the Royalists.   
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There is some dispute as to exactly where the Battle of Stow (or arguably the third 
and final phase of it) was fought.  The traditional site is the ridge at Donnington, 
although there are arguments in favour of one nearer Stow.  On the basis that Astley 
took the Salt Way which led directly to the village of Donnington, this article assumes 
that the traditional site is correct.  It must in any event have been fairly near there 
since the hamlet of Donnington is detached from Stow and Atkyns in describing this 
hamlet, writes "Donington ... The Lord Astley received a total defeat by Col. Morgan 
in this place March 21st, 1645 upon which all hopes of preserving the King's Garrison 
in Oxford were lost." 

The action started at first light on Saturday 21st March.  Brereton commanded the 
parliamentary right-wing, Col. Morgan the centre and the Gloucestershire troops were 
on the left.  Astley commanded the royalist centre, on his right-wing was cavalry 
under Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Lucas, while the cavalry on his left-wing was 
commanded by Sir William Vaughan.  Lucas drove back the Parliamentary left-wing, 
the centres were evenly matched, but on the Parliamentary right-wing, Brereton 
attacked with his cavalry and routed the Royalist left-wing.  This enabled him to 
attack Astley's infantry in the centre and the Royalists were forced back in increasing 
disorder into Stow where they surrendered.  What decided the battle was ultimately a 
matter of logistics - Morgan’s reinforcements arrived, whereas Astley's did not. 

Morgan’s report of the battle was written on the following day from Campden.  In it 
he says "I am now marched towards Worcester".  This is further evidence that the 
principle road from Stow to Worcester went through Campden, as is the burial 
evidence.  On 24th March 1646 a parliamentary soldier, Richard Gines, was buried at 
Chipping Campden.  On 30th March 1646 Edward Norman, a Somersetshire man 
"shot at Stow fight", was buried at Blockley, as also was a Captain Philip Gyttens on 
3rd September 1646.  This is consistent with the parliamentary army under Morgan 
and Birch marching to Worcester via Campden and leaving their soldiers, Norman 
and Gyttens, at Blockley for treatment, while Gines made it only as far as Campden.   

The accumulated evidence suggests that Astley took the Salt Way via Campden, 
Blockley, Bourton-on-the-Hill, Sezincote and Longborough to Donnington where he 
made his stand.  Chipping Campden played a major part in events because it was the 
parliamentary position on 19th and 20th March, saw lengthy skirmishing with the 
Royalists on 20th March and the return from Stow of the parliamentary army on 22nd 
March.  

Sources: 

His Majesty’s Unfortunate Success by Sir Edward Walker.  Walker was Charles I's secretary.  This was 
written within a year of the battle. (Walker) 

The Moderate Intelligencer.  A contemporary parliamentary newssheet widely respected for its 
impartiality and reliability. (Moderate Intelligencer) 

A True and Fuller Relation of the Battle fought at Stow in the Would March 21, 1645 by R. S., A 
Gentleman of Credit under Sir William Brereton.  This was written two days after the battle. (R. S.) 

The Military Memoir of Col John Birch written by Roe, his secretary, in 1646. (Birch) 

Letter from Col Thomas Morgan written at Cambden March 22, 1645. From Rushworth Historical 
Collections Vol.V1 (1722) p.141 (Morgan) 

The Ancient and Present State of Gloucestershire by Sir Robert Atkyns, published posthumously in 
1712.  Atkyns was born in 1647 and so had access to topical information about the battle. (Atkyns) 
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