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From The Editor 

As I start to pull this edition of Notes & Queries together, I have just heard of the 
death of one of our founder members, Dorrie Ellis, widow of nurseryman and local 
character Lionel Ellis of the basket making and butcher/fishmonger family, who were 
both keen local historians.  Dorrie was approaching her 100th birthday and has been 
involved with CADHAS since its formation in 1984, working with the oral history 
sub-group, always being available to help with local information and was one of the 
researchers of the 2011 CADHAS Campden Characters publication.  CADHAS 
Chairman Judith is her elder daughter and Mary Fielding, CADHAS website editor, 
her younger one.  Another piece of Campden’s history has passed showing how 
important it is to gather people’s knowledge while you can.  

Since the last issue CADHAS has formally changed its name to CCHS, Chipping 
Campden History Society, so you will begin to see references to CCHS and fewer 
mentions of CADHAS.  We shall not change the format of Notes & Queries however, 
until this Volume VII is completed, i.e. after the next issue.  Once again, this issue 
contains some fascinating research and information from contributors – Norton Hall, 
Springhill, an 18th century murder and one of CADHAS’s other roles.  Thank you all 
for sending your articles and comments for Notes & Queries.  

 

Editor: C.Jackson, CADHAS Archive Room, Old Police Station, High St, Chipping Campden, Glos. GL55 6HB 

Campden & District 
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Letters to the Editor 

In January 2013, Member Sue Allitt, whilst browsing the British Newspaper archives 
on the internet, came across a number of reports of the murder in 1772 of Richard 
Dyer by William Kelly (or Keeley) and his subsequent execution on Campden Hill.  
The following extract is her own transcription from the Reading Mercury and Oxford 
Gazette.  The Gloucester Journal has not yet been digitalised, however she found a 
website containing items from that publication and the second extract below is taken 
from there.  The execution was quite widely reported, but the reports in other 
newspapers are almost wholly based on the Reading Mercury article and give no new 
information: 

THE READING MERCURY AND OXFORD GAZETTE 

Gloucester, Aug. 31.  On Friday, about three o’clock in the afternoon, amidst many thousand 
spectators, William Kelly was executed, and afterwards hung in chains on a gibbet 30 feet high, 
erected for that purpose on Campden Hill, in this county, for the wilful murder of Richard Dyer, of 
Campden, Gardener.  He persisted in denying the fact in the most solemn manner, calling God to 
witness his innocence, until he came within sight of the spot where he committed the murder.  He 
could then hold out no longer, but confessed “that he alone committed the murder; and declared that 
the want of money was the temptation;  that he overtook Dyer on the road to Campden, walked with 
him some way, and as they walked along he (Kelly) picked up a stake as it lay in the road;  that at 
that instant, and not before, the thought of murdering Dyer came into his head, and soon afterwards, 
as Dyer was getting over a stile, he knocked him down with the stake and killed him;  but when he 
saw Dyer lie dead on the ground, he said, his heart would not let him search him, but he 
immediately ran away.”  His father and mother met him on the road not far from the place of 
execution, and the scene of their parting was very affecting.  At the place of execution he gave a 
letter to some person he knew, and desired him to read it to his father.  He joined the Rev. Mr 
Simmons, Curate of Campden, who was so kind as to attend and assist him in his last moments, in 
prayer, with great fervency and devotion, and earnestly requested all present to pray with him and 
for him, and to take warning by his untimely end, which he imputed to his disregard of the Sabbath, 
and said, he wished he had loved God more than he had done.  When the Executioner left him, he 
put a little straw in his hand to give the signal by, and afterwards being told by one of the officers, 
that when he was ready he was to drop that straw, he with great eagerness answered, “do ye think 
that God Almighty is ready for me?” and soon after gave the signal, and launched into eternity.  He 
was about 22 years old and has left a wife and children behind. 

GLOUCESTER JOURNAL, 1772 

Jun.1 Yesterday se’n night, between one and two o’clock in the afternoon, Joseph (sic) Dyer, a 
gardener and nurseryman, of Campden, in this county, was found murdered about half a mile from 
that place.  There was a shocking fracture on the back part of his head, and his cheek from the 
corner of his mouth to his ear was laid open by a violent blow of a stake.  It was about two o’clock 
when the body was found, and was then quite warm.  A girl had taken notice, that one William 
Keely, a labourer of Campden, passed by her just before the murder was discovered, with some 
blood upon his breeches.  This giving suspicion he was immediately apprehended.  At first he 
denied the fact, but afterwards acknowledged that he and one Tracy committed it;  but his father and 
mother begging him to declare the truth, he recanted what he had said concerning Tracy, and swore 
that he alone was guilty of the murder;  that he had waylaid the deceased, who had been to receive 
some money that morning;  and that as he was getting over a stile, he came behind him, and with a 
stake knocked him down with two blows, that he afterwards robbed him, and then ran home.  As the 
constable was bringing him to our castle, the villain charged one James Warner with being his 
accomplice, and Warner is now brought to gaol;  but it is generally imagined that Keely’s 
information is false.  (He) seemed to express some concern yesterday th(at he had) brought the poor 
man into so much trouble.  

Jun. 8  By a letter received from Campden last week, we find that there is too much reason to 
believe, that Warner was an accomplice with Kelly in the murder of Richard Dyer.  It seems that 
Kelly is a famous Morrice-dancer;  and on Sunday morning before the fact was committed, he was 
teaching a set of fellows to dance.  Warner used to play on the tabor and pipes to the dancers.  It is 
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to be hope the Justices will suppress such nurseries of idleness and drunkenness as Morrice-
dancings have generally proved.  

Jul. 31  Assizes.  William Kelly for the murder of Richard Dyer.  Acquitted, James Warner.  

Sue Allitt enquired where the Hanging Post was and she was referred to N&Q Vol. II 
4 page 46, which explains there is only one likely place - with a view of Campden 
below (see Campden Wonder) – that is a triangular field above Combe near Gypsy 
Springs, called No Man’s Land on a 920AD Charter, because it borders Willersey, 
Broadway, Saintbury and Campden parishes and on a Noel estate map of 1818 the 
adjoining field is named Upper Gallows Ground.  The church register was checked to 
confirm that Richard Dyer was buried at St James’s Church on 26th May 1772 and 
that William Kelly was baptised at St James’s on 10th June 1750, son of another 
William, so he and Richard Dyer were both inhabitants of Chipping Campden.  Does 
anyone have any further information about this?  [ED.  On Jan 22nd 1746/47 a William 
Keley of Chipping Campden married Hannah Archer also of Chipping Campden at St James’s 
– could these be William’s parents?  Other Keeley/Kelly/Keley/Keely christened children also 
with a father William were Elizabeth Keeley in June 1753, Ann Keely in May 1756 – William’s 
siblings?  Mary Keely in March 1766 and John Keely in April 1770 – could these be William’s 
own children, who therefore would have been 6 & 2 when he was hanged?  I have been 
unable to find his marriage in Campden.] 

Linda Phelpstead, CCHS Archivist recently advised members of the following useful 
website:  www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk. 

 

Another Owner of Norton Hall - Mrs Willoughby 

Martin Middlebrook  

A query about Mrs Willoughby resulted in this extract from an article by Martin Middlebrook, 
first published in the Cheltenham & Gloucester Branch of the Western Front Association 
magazine, The Sentinel, in June 2012.  The full article & associated papers are in CCHS 
Archives. 

After the coming of peace in 1918, the VAD Hospital at Norton Hall closed in 1919 
and unmarried Maye Bruce, by now aged forty, purchased a neglected farm near 
Cirencester in 1921 [Ed. See N&Q VI 3] and Norton Hall was sold in 1925 to a 
purchaser, recorded in the only document found on the internet – Parks and Gardens 
UK – as ‘Mrs Willoughby’.  There are no forenames, not even any initials.  This was 
to lead me into one of the longest research efforts of my writing career.  After many 
people and agencies had tried to help me without success, a sudden breakthrough by 
Peregrine Pollen (whose family live at Norton Hall currently) discovered details of a 
naval officer, Lieutenant-Commander A. M. Willoughby, Royal Navy;  then Fred 
Ashmore discovered his forenames, as well as those of his wife, and enabled the last 
gap in this story to be filled.  Why the ownership of the hall should have been in his 
wife’s name is not known.   

Lieutenant-Commander Archibald Macdonald Willoughby was a pre-war professional 
naval officer.  It is known that he was a Sub-Lieutenant in 1906, was sent on a 
submarine course in 1908 and married Mabel D.[oris] Hicking at Southwell, 
Nottinghamshire, in 1912  

[Ed. ref. 7b 917 – she was the twenty year old daughter of William Norton Hicking, a 
Nottingham lace manufacturer, wealthy judging by the number of servants in the 1911 
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census].  Willoughby was a Lieutenant on the outbreak of war but was almost 
immediately given an ‘Emergency’ promotion to Lieutenant-Commander.  This would 
have been when he was transferred to the 7th (Hood) Battalion in the Royal Naval 
Division, which Winston Churchill, as First Lord of the Admiralty, hurriedly formed 
from surplus naval reservists and sent to Belgium in a failed attempt to save the port 
of Antwerp from German capture.  Most of the division returned to England and was 
made up to the strength of a normal Army infantry division and served as such for the 
remainder of the war, the casualties of the original naval element being replaced with 
increasing numbers of Army personnel.  It was later re-designated as the 63rd (Royal 
Naval) Division in the list of Army formations, much to the disgust of its original 
naval members.  

It is not known how long Willoughby served with the division, but he may have been 
to Antwerp and also have taken part in the initial landings of the Gallipoli Campaign 
in 1915, then on the Western Front for the remainder of the war, although he received 
no further promotions.  The naval rank of Lieutenant-Commander is equivalent to the 
Army rank of Captain and Willoughby would have been a company commander in the 
Royal Naval Division.  There is not much more to tell.  Mrs Willoughby sold Norton 
Hall in 1935.  The only other further information seemed to be a Death Notice found 
by Fred Ashmore in a London newspaper:   

On Nov. 8th, 1943, very suddenly, Lt.-Commander Archibald Willoughby RN, 
husband of Elizabeth, 7 Beaufort Gardens, SW3. 

It is not known whether his first wife died or whether there had been a divorce.   

[Ed.  There is a marriage for Mabel Doris Hicking/Willoughby to Algernon Peter 
Warren in Marylebone, ref. 1a1833, in July-Sep 1935 and also a marriage between 
July-Sep 1935 in Westminster of Archibald M. Willoughby, ref. 1a1602, to Elizabeth 
Williams.  So maybe Mabel & Archibald divorced, as they both had found new 
partners and this was the reason for the sale of Norton Hall?]   

The words ‘1943 and very suddenly’ caused me to wonder whether the death might 
have been due to some type of Second World War incident.  I accessed the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission database in case there was any reference 
there.  There was.  Lieutenant-Commander Willoughby has a war grave in Dover at St 
James’s Cemetery.  This fifty-seven-year-old Lieutenant-Commander had either been 
recalled or had volunteered for extended duty in the Second World War and died still 
with the same ‘Emergency’ rank to which he had been promoted in 1914.  Further 
enquiry showed that he died in the Officers’ War Hospital at Leeds Castle, one of the 
finest ancient buildings in England, and a neat link with the more humble VAD 
Hospital at Norton Hall where this story started.   

How did Lieutenant-Commander Willoughby die?  Fred Ashmore obtained a copy of 
his Death Certificate.  It showed that death was not the result of enemy action or of an 
accident whilst on duty, but the four lines of medical terminology and complex causes 
were essentially heart disease.  
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CADHAS, now CCHS, in action 

Jill Wilson 

The Constitution of this Society sets out its aims and objectives as follows:-  

The Society is established to advance the education of the general public in particular 
in the history and archaeology of Chipping Campden and surrounding villages. 

This current version of the Constitution uses far fewer words than earlier ones and the 
ways in which this is to be achieved are now relegated to the ‘Powers’ section instead 
of being summarised in the same section.  Over the years this has been achieved by 
the publication of this journal - Notes & Queries, a number of books, leaflets and 
trails on a variety of topics, lectures, talks, day schools, a website, answering 
questions, keeping documents etc. in the Archive Room, visits and, of course, actual 
research.  

Most of this is to be expected and has not required much discussion or interpretation, 
except perhaps when it was necessary to decide how it was all to be covered in one of 
the various revisions of the Constitution.  After all we did not wish accidentally to be 
unable to proceed with some future development or activity just because the powers 
‘in furtherance of this object, but not further or otherwise’ had been phrased in such a 
way as to rule out some reasonable and appropriate thing.  So the sub-clauses were 
examined and consulted on before being adopted.  This was just as well since amongst 
many other things neither the Archive Room itself nor the web-site had been 
envisaged at the time of the last revision in 1994. 

Just occasionally consideration has had to be given to whether, and if so, how far, the 
Society should get involved in present day affairs.  One such was back over twenty 
years ago when the Cotswold District Council was proposing to set up a Development 
Plan.  In the summer of 1990 a request was circulated seeking the views of residents 
and by September CADHAS was considering its position. 

The then chairman, Peter Gordon, had set up a sub-committee to consider the 
Society’s response.  It was felt necessary to begin by considering whether it would 
even be proper for the Society to take a particular view or not.  Its members, after all, 
would be replying in their own right giving their own personal points of view. 

Being a member of that sub-committee I was particularly interested, for this question 
had been considered a few years earlier by another local historical society to which I 
belonged in London.  There it had been decided that it was indeed a matter for a local 
history society to comment, even to object, on town-planning matters if an historic 
neighbourhood was threatened by an inappropriate development.  This sort of thing 
was rare – but as a representative of that society had pointed out to a local Council 
committee, although the society did not have any opinion about what went on within 
an old building, it strongly objected to a major defacement of the outside of the centre 
one in a row of elegant Victorian façades.  Equally, if the occasion had arisen, 
objections would have been raised at any attempt to build on the adjacent ancient 
common pasture land and the remainder of a Royal Hunting Forest. 

I was pleased that the consensus in this CADHAS sub-committee was along the same 
lines.  Chipping Campden and District has so much that is of historic importance and 
it is located within an area of fields and pasture that are also of historic significance.  
It was felt that, whilst certain matters and aspects were of more appropriate concern to 
a local amenity society, such as the Campden Society, or individual residents, it was 
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perfectly proper for an historical society to ensure that those involved in taking 
planning decisions were fully informed of the historical background and also, in 
certain cases, appropriate for such a society to express an opinion on a proposal.  The 
section of the ‘general public’ represented by the Planning Committee of the District 
Council should never be excluded from the society’s purview. 

A draft response to the questionnaire supplied by Cotswold District Council was 
therefore prepared.  Beginning by quoting G.M. Trevelyan’s description of Chipping 
Campden High Street as ‘the most beautiful village street now left in the island’, the 
statement continued – ‘It is a principal aim of the society to ensure that this 
description remains valid … for centuries to come.’ 

Not every question in the official questionnaire would be answered; just those that 
pertained to the purpose of this Society.  These were:  Q2 The Future of the Area;  Q3 
Conservation and Heritage;  Q4 Pressures for Housing;  Q8 Tourism;  Q10 
Community Facilities;  Q12 Any Other Comments. 

Interestingly, in the light of recent events, I find in a note from myself to Seumas 
Stewart on 5th September, referring to the previous night’s meeting, a list of examples 
of open spaces to be retained undeveloped in the opinion of CADHAS.  This included 
the obvious – the Craves, the Coneygree and so on with details of ridge and furrow, 
continuing ‘other similar fields ringing and adjacent to the town (e.g. adjacent to 
Badger’s Field) …’. 

Then a further significant matter was raised and discussed - What if the final local 
plan was too restrictive in some ways?  Worries were expressed that Chipping 
Campden might become fossilised, a kind of theme park.  After all it was regularly 
used as a living example of a medieval market town by Universities, in books and 
other educational materials – including at least two courses by the Open University.  
No one wanted to see development stifled and yet it seemed essential to preserve the 
Town in its historic setting with the hills rising on three sides.  Thus certain 
recommendations were included in the response to cover the type and location of 
possible future development.  

Question 2 covered not just the preservation of listed buildings including ‘an 
inflexible ban on any new building or alteration … which results in an elevation 
above the general level of buildings in the town’ and continued that ‘there should be a 
ban on any kind of building that does not use traditional Cotswold materials for walls 
and roof, with appropriate fenestration’. 

On Question 3 it was observed that ‘Though every succeeding age has impressed its 
own mark on the town, an enviable homogeneity of architecture and ambience has 
been achieved over the centuries.  Development that violates this heritage is little 
short of criminal.  It is essential that the listed buildings and the conservation area 
remains inviolate within the surrounding landscape.  This does not preclude all 
expansion outside the Town boundary, but such must be confined to the lower-lying 
area so that the interface between the town and the surrounding hills is not 
jeopardised.  Planned satellite growth at a sensible distance from the present 
boundaries might be considered, but it should be borne in mind that the siting of the 
town in a bowl in the hills is still as it was in the fourteenth century, so that this setting 
… is an integral part of the importance of the town in landscape and heritage terms’. 
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On Question 4 it was said that ‘accommodation at a price within the means of young 
… people must be available’ and suggested that this might be provided ‘in the lower 
ground along Station Road’. 

Question 12 was answered with the strong statement that ‘Chipping Campden is not 
merely another Cotswold town.  It merits a special kind of preservation consonant 
with its historic uniqueness.  To shroud its age-old fabric in a welter of subtopian 
housing and the less desirable appurtenances of modern commerce is the near 
equivalent of draining Venice of its canals’. 

Then an Appendix was added to the formal reply to CDC explaining the uniqueness 
and the history of Chipping Campden.  This ended by emphasising that ‘the town is 
used as a living resource by historians, economists, planners, architects and countless 
universities and schools.  This aspect will increase in importance as the years pass 
because the pace of change throughout the country will remove other more vulnerable 
and less perfect examples of medieval town planning.  Without the adoption of the 
policies we have advocated, the loss of this unique educational resource to the country 
is inevitable’. 

By 1992 the Draft Local Plan was available for comment and this appeared to the 
members of the sub-committee to take reasonable account of the document Peter 
Gordon had signed.  The acceptance of the unique nature of Campden and the 
decision to preserve the burgage plots as far as possible were particularly welcome, as 
was the location of the development boundary. 

It was not until December 2003 that CADHAS again considered it necessary to 
comment on a planning application.  This was from the Cotswold House Hotel on the 
occasion of its incorporation of Montrose and proposing buildings & other changes at 
the rear of Cotswold House, Charlcote and Montrose.  The CDC Planning committee 
was requested to take into account the long history of the site and its own decision to 
preserve the old burgage plot lines.  Very early in 2004 a revised application was 
produced and CADHAS’s then chairman (myself) and then secretary (Vanessa Rigg) 
accepted an invitation to visit the hotel to view the revised proposals on site.  As a 
result CDC could be informed in early February that ‘the applicant has appreciated the 
need to bear in mind the history of the site’.  Nevertheless the attention of the 
Planning Committee was drawn to the final paragraph of the earlier letter on this area. 

It is not often that CADHAS will find it necessary to comment on proposals but, as in 
the above example, it has and will continue to do so when the history of Campden is 
felt to have a bearing on an application.  Development, appropriately located and 
sensitively designed should continue as it has done for nearly 1000 years.  Much will 
have changed in the Campden of future centuries but CADHAS trusts that it may still 
be described as by G.M. Trevelyan as ‘the most beautiful village street now left in the 
island’ – even if he was wrong on one small point:  Campden has been a Market 
Town since the late twelfth century, when Henry II granted its first market charter.  
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The Diary of a German Prisoner of War at Camp 185, 
September 1944 - February 1948  

         Carol Jackson 

In March 2010 CADHAS received a disc containing 250 pages of typewritten 
transcript in dense German, an extract of a much larger German soldier’s diary written 
between 1938 and 1956.  The section CADHAS has seen is from 4th Sep 1944 to 7th 
Feb 1948, the period from the capture as a Prisoner of War of this soldier, Klaus Behr, 
to his repatriation from Camp 185 Springhill, near Chipping Campden, Glos.  

The diary was sent to CADHAS by a daughter of Klaus Behr, from whom we learnt 
that her father had died in 1994 and his family had found this diary in a loft when 
sorting things after his death.  It seems he started writing in October 1938 when he 
commenced his military service and the complete diary was originally written on over 
1250 pieces of paper, - toilet, letter, scrap, notebooks – whatever paper he could lay 
his hands on.  It was written in the old German Gothic Script, but apparently Hitler 
changed the handwriting in 1941, so people had to relearn to write in a Latin script.  
Children learnt only the new script, so Klaus’s children were not able to read this 
diary, but a cousin was able to transcribe and type it into the Latin script - 800 pages   
from 1938 up to 1956.  So when that was finished in summer 2008, Klaus’s children 
could read it.  It was then that the family started researching, asking questions about 
the various entries, made contact with CADHAS and finally sent the Springhill 
section.  Between March 2010 and April 2011 a CADHAS volunteer team translated, 
edited and researched the text.  There were very complicated sections, apparently in 
an old-fashioned German, not heard any longer, with long and tortuous sentences and 
extensive use of sub-clauses, a hallmark of quality German particularly at that time, 
much philosophising, often quoting from classical German authors, showing that the 
writer was well educated.  On 23rd April 1947 he wrote “I stumble again over the 
designation ‘diary’;  it is not really a diary within the normal definition of the word.  It 
is really thoughts and experiences during my free time, in private, arranged in 
chronological order, where my experiences are preserved and simultaneously achieve 
the purpose of unburdening my soul.”  That is a correct description of what it contains 
– much philosophising, angst, despair, worry about home & his parents, receiving no 
letters or news from them, but with marvellous descriptions of his life as a PoW. 

Klaus Behr was born on 24th Oct. 1918, in Weissensee, East Berlin, where the family 
had an iron foundry business.  So his background was middle-class industrialist.  His 
parents moved home in the early 1920s to Grunewald, West Berlin, because the 
business was expanding and they needed their former living space for offices.  Klaus 
grew up as the youngest of three children with a brother Hans-Joachim Behr (nick-
named Achi) and sister Lilo and had a very close relationship with his family until he 
was called up.  His brother had already started work in the family business as an 
ironwork engineer.  It was planned that after schooling Klaus would study economics 
and step into the family business, but after he finished his final school examinations, 
aged 20, he was called up for National Service in 1938 and war intervened.  When 
captured, Klaus was the Leader of a Brigade of five radio operators in a radio 
communications detachment, attached to a regiment deployed at St Quentin and they 
were retreating to the Belgian border.  He was described in a letter from his 
Commanding Officer to Klaus’s father when notifying him that Klaus was missing, as 
a “capable officer & troop leader, with calm, composed and unassuming disposition, 
conscious of his duty, an enthusiastic soldier and helpful comrade.” 
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Klaus Behr was captured in France near Mons (Belgian/French border) on 4th Sep 
1944 and in the 9 weeks which followed, he was passed through a PoW transit Camp 
in Chartres, France, was shipped to Southampton on 15th Oct, taken by train to a 
transit Camp in Devizes, Wilts on 17th Oct, then shunted across England to Driffield 
near Hull, before being trained (he was always amazed at the upholstered seats) back 
to Moreton-in-Marsh, Glos. and then marched to Springhill, Camp 185 on 2nd Nov.  
He describes (10.3.1947) the last bit of the trip as follows: -  “at night on foot in much 
discomfort, with duffle bag on one’s back, an endless queue on an endless road from 
the train station Moreton-in-Marsh where we were unloaded to the camp;  when Camp 
157 [Bourton-on-the-Hill Camp] welcomed us with its lights, we thought we had 
reached our destination, but this soon turned out to be a rather painful false conclusion 
and caused us to be very downcast;  however the exhaustion was soon forgotten when 
we entered Springhill Camp and encountered a very nice welcome and even tables 
already laid!”   “We greeted this as paradise … We sat amazed in front of our food 
portions.” (31.10.1946)  He was to spend the next 4 or so years here at PoW Camp 
185 Springhill, at the crossroads of the A44 and the top of Conduit Hill, near 
Campden.  

From this diary we have learnt about life as a PoW in captivity at the Springhill camp 
before peace was declared in May 1945;  then how after peace PoWs were allowed 
out to work, to meet people and have interesting experiences until repatriation with 
the uncertainty of what would be found at home. 

Springhill camp seems to have been fairly well run and its facilities and food, 
including plentiful portions of cake, were appreciated.  Klaus Behr writes about 
“much barbed wire, guards, watch-towers, floodlights and blood hounds” (21.6.1945).  
PoWs are frisked often (22.6.1946), there are several mentions of morning & evening 
roll-calls, bugle calls, barracks inspections & strict regulations (7.2.1945), “the day 
included two walks to roll call, three to the dining room, several to the bathroom, and 
some to quiet little corners, none of which trips was less than 100 metres 

(25.3.1947).”  Klaus writes 
“Our new home is a 
corrugated iron hut 65N, [N 

for Nissen?] half a tin drum, 
in which we each have a 
kingdom measuring 2 
metres square and a bed you 
can lie on without anyone 
treading on your stomach. 
… Running water, showers, 
electric light and heated 
accommodation are like a 
gift from heaven.  In 
addition, we were received 
here in a most friendly spirit 

by everyone, from the commander of the camp to the kitchen staff, so that we felt 
happy from the start;  instead of being searched from head to foot as usual … we were 
welcomed with an excellent supper, accompanied by a few friendly words from both 
the German and English commanders to aid our digestion.  [The British Commander 
was Lt. Col. J. Hassell DSO MC who was called out of retirement to run the camp.]  The 
new camp is not far from Oxford ...  It is to be our permanent location and up to now 



CADHAS Notes & Queries 

58 

 

we feel quite comfortable, mainly because we are able to write regularly.  Our 
forerunners here seem to have been troops of the American invasion force.”   
(2.11.1944) 

An International Red Cross visit to Camp 185 in April 1945 reported that the camp 
capacity was 2,500, but the strength at their visit was 1,583.  “Many alterations and 
additions have been made since [it was first built], and a new compound on a little hill 
near the enclosure will be opened in June 1945.  There exist, therefore, many different 
types of huts in the camp;  about 300 men sleep in the usual Nissen huts, 500 men are 
accommodated in timber huts of various sizes.  The rest live in brick barracks.  
Gardens and allotments fill the space between the different huts;  there is a parade 
ground and a little park inside the barbed wire.”  In fact Klaus wrote “That was the 
time when 3,200 inmates lived in the camp, not just 480 like today, and when our 
‘Main Street’ was teeming with PoWs walking up and down or doing the great round 
through the beech grove” (23.1.1948).  “Our ‘rubble-field’ in the middle of the camp 
by the noticeboard has been transformed into a nice facility with lots of benches” 
(4.7.1946).  He also mentions a football field and a hospital which he needs with 
several hand and foot injuries during his stay.  It seems there are also buildings 
outside the barbed wire - “We went through the Gate to the Interpreter’s” (office) 
(23.2.1947).  Likewise having gone through the gate in the barbed wire (we) go 
“along the path through the little copse to the Laundry” (26.10 1945).  The tailor, a 
quartermaster and the military uniform store are all mentioned. 

Klaus later in the text  mentions moving to Barracks 42 which has a ‘stoa’ (a Greek 
word for veranda) (2.7.1945) and “my comrade in the bunk below me” (20.1.1948)  
He writes  that he has moved five times, … one has – mostly anyway, a space to be on 
one’s own, can wear clean clothes, even wear a tie since one can have shirts with 
collars again; one can eat properly at a clean table;  one can take unlimited showers,  
there are decent wash and toilet facilities; reading rooms.  There are lectures and 
concerts, films and weekly reviews.  You are allowed to brew your own afternoon 
coffee or cocoa, have a piece of cake and in the mornings even a hot bouillon.” 
(1.11.1946)  There are frequent references to lecture room 42,  teaching room, class 
room, writing room and a reading room, where he is involved with Greek & Latin, 
economics, philosophy studies and reading history books.  He mentions the 
entertainment room “where the chess players were meeting” (25.2.1947) and maybe 
where they have lots of film shows and news reels;  the radio is often mentioned.  
There is a camp chapel, where they also have concerts which he enjoys.  An evening 
of ‘Poetry and Music’ was mentioned on 25.7.1945, while on 2.7.1945 “in the 
classroom our little camp orchestra was practising Mozart chamber music;  it was a 
real pleasure, the sun and this wonderful music;  it reminded me of the Sunday 
morning programme on the German radio called “Our Little Treasure Chest” to which 
I used to so love to listen.  The evening this Sunday was crowned with Mozart’s G-
minor symphony and Beethoven’s 7th.”  “As far as PoW Camps go, I could not really 
wish for anything better:  I am completely satisfied with the Camp here.  Who knows 
if there are many camps where one can hear such a wonderful concert as we enjoyed 
last Saturday, which was so reviving to the spirit.  Our large Camp orchestra, about 20 
men strong, brought us Beethoven’s overture The Creation of Prometheus, a Bach 
violin concerto played simultaneously with a broadcast from Hilversum and Mozart’s 
Linzer Symphony, a very special treat.” (5.8 1946)   

In the early days he writes wretchedly about his family, their factory and business in 
Weissensee, North East Berlin, reminiscing about walks by Grunewald Lake and his 
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home at Wangenheimstrasse in Berlin.  He does not receive any correspondence.  His 
initial pro-homeland views have changed by mid-1945, with the realisation that the 
war was futile and wrong.  “The complete madness of this beginning only becomes 
clear today after the great disillusionment.  Was it not a crime not to have prevented 
this war by all possible means?” (15.7.1945).   

Hitler’s death is noted on 2.5.1945 and the deaths of Goebbels & Goering are 
mentioned 4 days later (6.5.1945).  The “English are celebrating victory over 
Germany today after the radio announced yesterday the end of the European part of 
the Second World War.” (8.5.1945)  Then he begins to worry about the Russians 
taking over the German territories and what is happening at home (28.7.1945), 
bemoaning the fact that he has not had a letter from his family for several years and 
wondering when he can go home.  “I feel as if I have two lives, the first ended in 1944 
with the last news from home, the next awaits me as an unknown quantity.” 
(10.6.1945)  It is only through one of his compatriots who live in the same area of 
Berlin that 9 months after the war finished he has news of his family.  In capital letters 
on 19 FEBRUARY 1946 he writes THE BEHR FAMILY ARE ALL WELL AND 
LIVING IN THEIR OWN HOME;  he is emotional about it, thanking God.  

After the end of the war the PoWs were able to go out to work, being collected and 
taken by lorry to Alcester & Studley for road-building and construction work and to a 
building site at Henley-in-Arden.  Then there was lots of farm work - “we found 
ourselves beyond Evesham armed with a hoe and faced with a field of mangold-
wurzels” (21.6.1945), on other occasions we “tugged at bean plants and harvested the 
pods” (21.6.1945), were hulling strawberries for a jam factory, spraying Brussels 
sprouts, bringing in grain and muck spreading, harvesting, threshing, sorting rotting 
potatoes, working in the garden of ‘Aunt Tanner with the stick’ whom he describes as 
“the elderly very resolute little spinster … who runs the proud Redesdale Arms Hotel 
in Moreton,” (15.6.1947)  “all of us more capable of delivering lectures in Law or 
Philology and understanding Greek and Latin more than how to handle mangolds” 
(21.6.1945).  He also has a long enjoyable period driving a 3-ton Bedford-Kipper at a 
vehicle depot at 5th VDR (Vehicles Reserve Depot) Chedworth.  

The “eight-hour working day is bearable in the way we are treated, the food is indeed 
not very plentiful, but sufficient, and we can look forward to cake on Saturday” 
(29.7.1945).   Wages are variously mentioned  “from our magnificent wages of three 
quarters to one and a half pence per hour,” (4.6.1946) i.e. “the level of a-shilling-a-
day-PoW lay far behind us” (24.7.1947);  and at Miss Tanner’s he writes:  “Her face 
was nearly grief-stricken, as if she permanently worried about the 14 shillings she 
would have to pay for us per day.” (18.6.1947)  He generally enjoys the contact with 
all the people he meets and using his knowledge of English.  

One particularly important contact (30.12.1946) was made with a Major John Howard 
Carpenter and his wife Esme of Holm Oak House in Campden.  “This married couple, 
who owed no obligation to us in any way, who did not employ us at all, for whom we 
had performed no service, appeared to be determined to offer us a quite unique 
experience.” (231.7.1947)  With them, he and several of his comrades, have many 
happy cups of coffee and conversation in their home (12.1.1947), outings to 
Commander Fred Hart’s museum-like home, Trinder House, (4.5.1947), a memorable 
sight-seeing trip to Stratford-upon-Avon with dinner at the theatre restaurant followed 
by a performance of the Merchant of Venice (23.7.1947), a farewell dinner in a 
‘nearby’ inn (31.12.1947) and a trip to the Evesham cinema (26.1.1948).  “It is truly 
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touching how the Carpenters, mainly through their own wonderful personalities, have 
given us these fantastic experiences.” (30.12.1947)  

Klaus also forms a friendship (19.5.1947) with the Haines family [below, Klaus on 
right] of Kitebrook, near Moreton-in-Marsh, enjoying family meals, conversing with 
Mrs Haines, playing with the three 
children, Janet, John & Lawrence, going 
for walks with them, feeding the 
chickens and getting to know Mary, a 
young Land Army girl staying there too;  
Mr Haines, the farm manager for the 
Kitebrook estate, lends him a bike so he 
can get there easily under his own steam.  
Mrs Dugdale, Mr Haines’s employer and 
the owner of Kitebrook Manor, also 
invites Klaus for lunches;  he enjoys 
good conversations with Mrs Dugdale, 
remarks on the maid, “a piece of good 
toilet soap with which we washed our hands”, how nicely furnished were the pretty 
rooms of “this small castle”, “a table with a white tablecloth, real china, cutlery and 
glasses ready laid for us” (19.5.1947).  From the clues Klaus gives us, e.g. Mr John 
Dugdale, her son “who at present is the Admiralty's Secretary of Finances and in those 
days was Mr Attlee's private secretary”, (19.5.1947) we can deduce that Mrs Dugdale 
was Ethel, the widow of Colonel Arthur Dugdale, whom John Betjeman described in 
Summoned by Bells, when visiting Sezincote in the mid-1920s with his friend John 
Dugdale, then both students at Oxford University.  The Dugdales were cotton spinners 
& manufacturers from Lancashire;  Arthur’s father James Dugdale bought Sezincote 
about 1884 and Mrs Dugdale sold Sezincote to Sir Cyril Kleinwort in 1944 after 
Arthur’s death.  She must have then moved to Kitebrook Manor.   
The year 1947 is dominated by his disappointment in his ‘B’ classification, several 
‘screening’ interviews trying for reclassification to ‘A’ in order to speed up his 
repatriation, which he hopes will be helped by attending a rehabilitation course at 
Wilton Park, near Beaconsfield.  Wilton Park had opened in 1946, as an experimental 
centre where selected prisoners were sent for an intensive 6 week course, 320 PoWs 
from a range of camp, rank & age, courses to learn about British democracy, free 
society, British institutions and history of Germany.  Was it ‘brainwashing’, 
"denazifying" or were they trying to help people who might be influential on their 
return to post-war Germany?  Klaus enjoyed the lectures, meeting new people, 
sightseeing trips to Windsor Castle (8.11.1947) and London with a Mrs Finger 
(15.11.1947) and a Christmas party with a Quaker community at Jordans (8.12.1947).  

Klaus finally left Springhill on Friday 30.1.1948, via Discharge Camp 4 at Leicester.  
On the following Tuesday night, 3.2.1948, he travelled overnight to a port and then on 
Wednesday they crossed the Channel to the Hook of Holland.  “Thus I depart from 
this English home with a feeling of sincere gratitude, a great deal of my affection for 
this country I received through these wonderful people!” (26.1.1948) … “but I want to 
see it again one day, Kitebrook and Chipping Campden and the Cotswolds!”  
(19.1.1948)  

The full text of the 240 translated pages of the Springhill period of this diary, 4th 
September 1944 to 7th February 1948, is available by appointment on disc in the 
CCHS Archive Room for research consultation. 
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