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As you know, ynir old Editor, the Rev.O.P. JkSmith, completed
his work as letter writer last September; wp hoar ho is resigning
the pastorate in Oampdtn and is to take up duty at' Bures (Suffolk)
*n January 1st. One leeIs sure that our reodors will wish him
Godspeed and wash happiness ,

In spite of rationing and many shortages Campden is "beginning
to talco up its peace-time life3 the lighted streets and illuminated
shep windows recall prewar days. Gars appear in greater numbers,«-
ooie of thvi reasons being the "discovery" of a new kind cf petrol
which gives 120 miles to the gallon,(Some petrol}) However, the oar
has helped some ef o*
increase in the numb
Comme-moratI m S ervlc
preached the sermon,

A glow in the sky as fires burned on the surrounding hills
told us that bonfire night was as popular as in other days; the
bangs cf crackers went oh late into the evening and it was a 307
to know that "Put that light out51 was no longer tho anthem of
our Special Constables,

Whist Drives have started at the Church Room and when you
return you can hit it with a light fantastic toe at the 'Ir;/n Hall
at least on one evening each week.

The British Legion held its Annual Meeting in October; thers
was a record attendance and with Mr Bright in the chair and an
enjeyablo year to record, all wont well; the magnificent work *f
the secretary and tho committee was grea tly aopreoiated,

A year ago the ban on the ringing ef bells v/as removed and
as the war scattered th<r. Campden team of ringers far and wide, we
sought out Harry riaker who overcame many difficulties to provide
us, on state- occasions, with a team he hail gleaned from other
towers in our country side. How our own ringers are returning and

consist-

'Lv-Cody,
On leave lately we hove-' observed only W/C.C.Payne,R.-Tobes.

D.Bright and D.Winwaud. bit as further "Civvy Stroet enlistments"
wo record R.toale, G.Koltiey, A.Packe, A.liayo, J.Buntcn, J.Davies,
Bert Hathaway, G.St-cvo, F.Farnan, EJHart, G.Hart, K.Blake, A.Keyto,
F.Smith, W.Smith, T.Gllle.spy, S.Alcook, F*GoldIoottjwelbome all.

Toc.H, has elected 3.Downer chairman for the next year; at
our last meeting he told us the following story which ho had hoard
from ono of his friends who is warden of a Youth Hostel:-

A young Frenchman staying ono night at tho hostel inquired tho
way to his next day»s objective, from 3 ether hikers, a cockney,
a Wclchman and a Tarkshireman, Tho Frenchman listonod patiently
brat with a worried aspect to the infesonablcaa given. The warden
asked the Frenchman if ho had got all tho details ho desired but
ho waved his hands in "despair saying "Bat no,please5 these men,
they dc not spik English; I do not undexetand them" .

Wc hear that our postmaster, Mr backer, has g*ne into
hospital to get treatment f%r a ballot -wound which he received
in the 1914-18 war.

When demobbod, which we hope will be soon, will you kindly
s©nd us your now address?

(?.S. Have you soon tho wtsmfln whe looks as th^ugji she-to*
worriers" why aha ovor bright that little hat?I )
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We hope this letter will reach you before Christmas Day
for it brings to you our very best wishes wherever you may be for a
very happy festival and for a prosperous Hew Year with a good job in
Civvy Street*

The high spot in life at homo has been the oreduction
of Pickwick Papers by the Dramatic Society, directed by P.S.Winter &
G.H.Hart, which was presented at the Grammar School* ovor 50 persons
took part - John Home as Sam Weller, Crnond Piested as Pickwick &
John Carpenter as Percy Tupnan brought down the house, while the
children were., as usual, magnificentc

Visitors to and member-:; of the British Legion Club will
be sorry to hear that Bill Bunker is in Evoshar.i Hospital; however he
is getting better but not likely to be fit to eat turkey on Xmas Day,

The last of our prisoners of war, Desmond Pyment, has
returned and In spite of his privations and an operation performed on
his jaw with a penknife, is looking very fit; It" is a cause for much"
thankfulness that no Canpden nan died in captivity.

Unfortunately the coming of peace means that we have
to say goodbye to many evacuees who net only made their home 'with us
but also made common cause with us in our efforts to keep things go
ing. The RevoM.Davies helped out at tho Parish Church in" many ways-,
especially as organist; ho has now returned to Eastbourne, The chil
dren of Tudor Hall School who came to Burnt Norton early in the war
and who by thoir plays and dancing did much to entertain us and to
fill the ooffern of deserving causes, have gone to Banbury, but not
before leaving a parting gift of £200 for new Altar Rails for the
Parish Churchc

We hear of preparations for Christmas in Campdon and
the various choirs are practising oarols while kind donors are mak
ing all sorts of efforts to give the children thoir first peace tine
Christmas, "Alas old Ben Benfield will not bo with us to produce tho
mummers which one hopes will bo restored when peo,ce and plenty go
hand in hand and life is gay again,

(("Ello, bwoysl This yer editor c»oum is a terrorI I
a'ardly ad time t,furget last -month's effort when e*sez ho wants
summat now fur bh?Christmas letter* So yer I be, a!tryln t1 think o!
summat to write. Ah well; yer goes!, Christmas-- memories of past
years will moke you long for home and friends, parties., plum puddings,
mince pies,, roast moats, orackers, outs, drinks; then letters and
cards; but ycu ffill send and receive more of these than if you wore
at homo; then tho band and the Church bells and, of course, tho carol
singers; net very long ago you, were of that *Group Number* tool Well,
for most of you, this is the last winter in bhe Services; next year
you will bo veterans, telling 'when I was in the —.1 and *whon wo
were in ! just as we, yours7 fathers 1c about last time.eoEere are
a few brevities for youJ- (1) Cno of tho penalties of this century's w
whim for small families is a serious shortage of kind aunts, (2)
About the time you are important enough to toko two hours for lunch
the doctor limits you to ono glass of milk onlyI (o) It is much
easier to fight for our principles than to live up to them. ")))

F/Sgt J„G.Jones, oho used to live In Sheep Street,
has died of wound's* our ;•,;. ooohy goes to his wife and two daughters •

On leave lately:- Copt J0Mead:ws, D.Pyment, F.I^roth-
erldge, Gordon Bennett; demobbed recently?- W*Booker, W.Plesteot.,
A.Wadley, C.Keeley, V^Hobbs, E,"Smith* V

So we close this letter with ovr very best wishes to
you

to

be
Campden will ring on Christmas Day and to let trie iV->ot SLqtoo pin, wo
Will

"Ring in tho valiant man and free,
Tho larger heart, tho kindlier hand,
Ring °ut tho darkness of the land.
Ring in the Christ that is to bo."
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