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On tho authority of the Prime Minister the winter is two-thirds overi By^
the time this Newsletter roaches ycu there will be 3somethi:;^: in tho air-

^Tii
ranean where our~men are helping; to make Musso sorry he die. not stay up
©n"the fence a fc«t lor.gruv.'Ve arc warned that the postponed invasion ef
Britain 13 pr*&bab£y still on Hitler's programme and he is trying to make
our flesh creep with hints »f horrid events to come .Jut we rufu.se to be
intimidated.If""he comes,without any boasting or over self-ccv.afidor.ee,we
hspe to make him regret it-so help us Goo.;There is a great spirit abroad,
aming our people,among the mil].ions armed and trained in cur Forces-
which include the email bit doughty band of men and women from Campden.
The letters v/o receive monthly leave us in no doubt of this.Cne ar.d. all
breathe the spirit of sober confidence and cheerful determination to^ car
ry their job through*It may be nev/s to them to know that this helps to
encourage and strengthen~those of us who are trying to do their bit at
the home base.Letters this month include the following;-JYE»Hadley 'who
is training men in a Midland regiment and is also battalion Education and
Entertainment Officer,says he is with "a grand lot of fellows".'I am not
afraid-of the outcome with the spirit that these boys have" .He arks us to
give his good wishes to all the other Campden boys v/ho have gene to serve•
Aircraftsman John"Benfiold now waiting to ge> on a flight mechanic's
course in Essex,hints at somo of his experiences .He says "You have men
tioned many of my pals in your nev/sletter ar.d i want if you will to re
member me to them and wish them all the best of luck,especially to Gor
don James who you mention was serving in Cornwall" .(G.J,please note).
Sapper E.A.Cherry writes from Hampshire desiring us to "wish all the Cai
pden chaps in this v/ar together the best of luck" .SergaaA.Drinlgw_ater. jn
a'further letter wishes us to remember him to J.Brother-i&ge and G.v/.Mer-
riman-U.3. and G.W.M.please n«te)-«and says "Lets get at Hitler and get
this v/ar over". Our indefatigable correspondent E.J>James reveals to us
certain details of the celebrations of Nov/ Year Eve in Scotland and we
gather that some people did n«t get home till morning! Tom_3enfje3j. has
been in Evesham Hospital for an operation and. you will be glad yo knov/
he is -out again and."progressing towards health.We hear cf the marriage
of Private Newman (Glos.Reg«)and all will join in best wishes and eongra-
tuaaFioiis. Garden Newss- J,M'/re reports that Campden hod a unique Xmas
experience, as "Sccita" Claus arrived by barrage balloon.He came down on the
roof cf a house,but as he found he had arrived a day e^too soon.he left
his wire rope and went off againjthe balloon was afterwards found but no
one saw Santa Claus.
Whether the next item should be classed as Ca.mpd-en Nev/s or come under our
"February Frivolities" (see below) the Editor is not sure.But J.Warming'
ton says it is a true one!A young London lady,returning t» town from Oo
pden,her train was stopped beyond Reading as a raid warning was in force .
The guard went along the train seeing all lights were out. Do ;.•; get ou
she inquired."No" says the guard;"if y©u are nervous lie en the floer' .
She v/as not nervous and on looking round the compartment saw that rs<?
fellew travellers were seven apt-men.One said "it's ail right miss,you r-"•
y-iur head inside my overcoat if you are nervous".She did not accept the
offer or follow"the guards advice!
February Frivolities
XTT*Ayls museo.TCiioan,"marriage is a lottery*the prizes are very unevenly
distributed"."indeed an that's true" said his wife,"for instance,yen

got me,bat i only got ycui" „ „ „ ,.
C2)"Tommy<>d'ye love me?" "Aye"."D'ye think I'm bonny?•' "Och aye"/An the
t'vo a guid figure,an bonnie eyes,an a wee rosebud mouth?" Aye,lassie,

aye". "Och Tommy,ye dae say sic marvellous things."
Partmg Shots,•
"Cod* lias not promised a smooth passage jbut He has premised a safe landing
God never lets a man who trusts Him fight a battle a3.one.

Cheerio: here's to the next time.

Please notify Mr J.Mare,"Hoooote",Aston Rd,Campden,Glos., of any
change of address.
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Here's wishing yeu all, eld timers and newcomers, the best of
health, rations, weather, news, leave,letters and all the other good
things that help to make life in camp worth living! We have all got to
keep on top of life and not let it get on top of us, and that's none
too" easy in times like this. But time is moving on, another month has
pone and we are all that much nearer the end of the war! 'What a great
thing it will be to put this jcb through and to feel it is a job well

Since v/e started this Newsletter there has been a great scattering
of the Campden clans into all parts of this island, as well as over
seas; and it has been a great job for Mr Mare to keep you all supplied
each month with our journal. I think you will all agree that he has
succeeded admirably in his task. Addresses change continually,for
members of our great circle have the knack of suddenly disappearing
from John 0'Groats and turning up at Lands End,as it were tand it has
sometimes not been easy to keep track. So Toc.H* has decided that in
'uture our letter each month will be delivered at the homes of all
whose families and relatives live in Campden,so that they can be sent
to'vou from home.Those who have no relatives still living here v/i.ll
still receive the Letters direct .We hope the home folk will cooperate
tc make the plan a success and let you have the Newsletter each month
without undue delay. ,

Cur Letterbox "this month contains more letters we have been glad to
receive.A.G.H^Drinkwater from Salop thinks it will be good when V/e
eet back~in¥o our"working clothes again and get back to the good old.
limes we had before this started", and wishes to be remembered to all
+hp lads L/bdr A*Mavo is in Middlesex and v/ants to be remembered to
bhe lads Wi£trf0ll% battery1and to Gnr W.Booker(301s &WB please note)
AC/1 R.Nobes in Lanes, says "Remember me to all the lads,also best of
tuck*"To"Johh Benfield who is about to commence on a mechanics course in
;he RAF.(JB please note).AO/2 .Gordon Bennett newly recruited and in
lares when he wrote was in the M.O's hands ;we hope and expect he is
auite well again now. AC/g J.T.Cranke also from Lanes writes thanking
us for the newsletter.Sat G.D.Cooper writing from Co.Durham tells us he
has not been able to visit Campden since June 1939 and is disappointed
at no? meeting Campdonians in the services during his travels. We con
gratulate him on the following news-"Please inform J.Brotheridge that
I'm keeping the name of Cooper going with a son;also 1 should like to
hear from him again". (JB please noto).Spr E.J.James has sent us his
monthly letter again and mentions that he has had 'embarkation leave'.

We gloat over the following item of news i- Last month the BBC>
Without acknowledgement to .us, used information which appeared in the
Toc.H newsletter of Jan.194.0 to the effect that "the Germans are fix
ing zip fa'steners to the "bottom of their ships in order to scuttle
{hem mere easily!" --.,",_._..«,.,Hard batten old Campdonianswjll 2?elxsh_th£following message2-
"Hello bwoys,howbVst? Hast thee yerd our latest gooins on yet? Well,
a-, fust it wus the speshuls,thenth'ome gard as cum t'cheerus;now we
git th'firewatehsriUn 1 dcant myun th?oald cat in front o th'fire a'
w=hin er faaoo,i myuns th' wimmins branch 0th'fire watchers.They,a
act a ut to themselvesun gus onduty awl nite,in shifts.Aw;angud
I:gers they maakestoo,they byent lead swingers I can tell the.Ah they
irrnap-es to get a bit o fun on it too.One on urn sea as that bloomin fly
h buzzed ->"cund all n-?te un udnt be ketchs wus wuss than they ierry
rianes a darn site.Another,ayung un, sez "Wunt v/o ha suramut t'tell our
i*anohildern."Er seemst'be look-in fcrrud a bit,I thav/t.
'hat dust think o th'navy gooin t'Norway un bringin ome them ther
;uislins?jt shows v/e be gettin short,fur we used -c'buy they things in
fans like they little sardines'.Theysv/opped Woodbinesfur um,un then
'lad t'ha sura Germansuz well,ur else they udnt a let us had any! Ah
veil, see tha at Scuttlobrook!
•L-§£2t_of J_2_3__-S4-J2.finishwjth.
"Look up. not downl Out, not in; Forward, not back! And lend a handl"

SO LONG TiLL APRiL.


