BAPTIST CHURCH - sources of information
High Street, Chipping Campden

From: An Inventory of Non-Conformist Chapels and Meeting-houses Gloucestershire RCHME
SP 150392
Ashlar front and stone slate roof, built 1872. Entrance below gabled turret, windows with angular
heads, and stop-chamfered jambs. [end]
Dissenters in Campden and Blockley – unpublished notes by Allan Warmington 2008 (AW)
p.9 'Indenture of 1729 ... the church already owned the whole of the property on which the Baptist
chapel, manse and graveyard still stand today. ....'..edifice... erected for a meeting house for the use of
the congregation of dissenting protestants at the upper end of the orchard belonging to the same
messuage ....
In fact the house, garden and orchard standing at the High Street end of the site (where the present
day chapel stands) were then let to tenants. The meeting house itself stood immediately inside the
gate leading to Back Ends, with in later years a small graveyard alongside. The passageway led (just as
it does today) from High Street all the way up to and around the meeting house. In later years other
cottages seem to have been built on the site, and the mid-nineteenth century census returns show
dwellings in what was known as Chapel Yard, some of them inhabited by families identified as
members of the Church.'

Gloucestershire Archives
D3969 1/8/3, 1/8/4 9 May 1872
Plan of site before new building, shows 'Present Chapel' marked next to graveyard against Back Ends,
at the rear of the site fronted by High Street, where the new chapel was later built.
D3969 1/5/4
21 July 1875
Sketch plan of rebuilt site, showing new chapel, schoolroom and manse.
Extensive records of the Baptist Church in Gloucestershire Archives D3969.
History described in: 'If my people' – The story so far of Chipping Campden Baptist Church and the
Cornerstones Churches (1990s)
Kelly's Directory 1870 there are Wesleyan and Baptist chapels. The Society of Friends have also a
chapel at Broad Campden. The present Baptist chapel (formerly Presbyterian) is a small and ancient
building, erected in the time of the Commonwealth; a new chapel is about being built, which will
occupy the site of some cottages forming part of the endowment; it will have a burying ground
attached, and will contain between four and five hundred sittings.
[There is no other evidence that the chapel was built during the Commonwealth]
Kelly's 1914 The Baptist chapel, built in 1872 at a cost of upwards of £1,300, seats about 300, with a
school, minister's residence and burying ground at the back; it was entirely renovated in 1893.
Baptist Mission Room, Broad Campden 10.45am and 6.15pm [this was the Quaker Meeting House,
no longer used by the Society of Friends, their history booklet says that this arrangement lasted only
until 1917]

Kelly's 1919
Baptist Mission Room, Broad Campden 10.45am and 6.15pm (query still happening - see above)
1851 Religious Census
HO 129
Baptist Chapel
Erected: before 1800 [1724 and rebuilt 1872]
Building: Separate building. Exclusively as as a place of worship
Sittings: Free 80. Other 150. Total 210
Standing room for 50
Attendce 30 Mar 50+32 SS. Total 82

Driveway off Back Ends, leading to the Manse and the back of the Baptist Church.
The original Baptist church was just to the right of the gate, with the graveyard surrounding it.

