
PARK ROAD - SHOPS AND BUSINESSES 

 

 
Volunteer Inn - this photo is after 1902 as the names of Thomas and Hannah Malins appear  
above the door as the licensees 

By studying wills from the later 1700s, we begin to have the names of some of the 
inhabitants, but sadly without reference to any house names, these came later. The 
development of the “Volunteer” as an inn can be taken as far back as the 18th century from 
the will of one Richard Blakeman in 1762. He mentions “a cottage or tenement” and part of 
a garden where he himself lived and which he had lately purchased from William Hixson “in 
the Water lane”.  The lower part of the garden had been purchased from William Mace, and 
was separated from the upper part by an old chestnut tree.   

The property passed through his descendants, and was sold in 1811 (for £42) and in 1847 
(for £120) but there is no mention of its name until after it reputedly became the focus for 
men answering the call to arms to fight in the Crimean wars of the early 1850s.  The 1867 
Morris Commercial Directory calls it “The Rifle Volunteer”.  Old archive photos of the 
Volunteer show its distinctive hanging inn sign outside of a soldier from the Gloucestershire 
Regiment wearing his badge on both the front and back of his beret.  This commemorates 
their involvement at the Battle of Alexandria in Egypt in 1801 when the regiment was 
ordered to fight back to back against Napoleon's cavalry onslaught.  The exact design of the 
sign has varied over the years with the soldier appearing in different stances, but the sign is 
still preserved (nowadays it is inside the archway) to record the Volunteer's history as 
recruiting point for soldiers in days gone by. 

In the CCHS Archives are two invitations to “The Volunteer Ball”, one held in 1889 in the 
Assembly Rooms of the Noel Arms under the patronage of the Viscount and Viscountess 
Lifford, (“gentlemen 4s, ladies 3s ...Dancing to commence at 9 p.m. punctually”) and another 
held in 1899 in the Town Hall under the patronage of the Earl and Countess of Gainsborough 
(“gentlemen 6s, ladies 5s ...To commence with grand opening March at 9 pm”).  Admittance 
was by invitation only and the money raised was for the “Glo’ster Regiment”.   



After the death of long-time landlord, Richard Griffin, in 1892, the “Volunteer” continued to 
be run by his family before being sold in 1898 by the Compton Steam Brewery to Flowers & 
Sons Brewery and run by Charles Aston until 1902 when it was let on an annual basis to 
Thomas Malins from Ilmington and his wife, Hannah from Brierley Hill. Their son, Thomas 
Lawrence (22), lived with them and also did work as a painter.  (Known as the Rifle Volunteer 
in Morris's Commercial Directory of 1867).  

In the 1920s and 30s, the landlord was Chris Rathbone, famed for his parsnip and cowslip 
wine.  He had the garage next door too.  In 1938, his son-in-law Ray Turner took over, then 
in the 1960s George Arthurs and his son, Tony.  In 1979, it was sold to Bernard House.  From 
1985 - 2006, it was run by Mrs Hilary Sinclair and her son, Paul, and the bar became the 
favoured haunt of their cat, which often draped itself across vacant chairs and fell asleep, to 
everyone’s amusement. 

Back in the late 19th century, 
and even up till 20 years 
ago, there were a number of 
shops and businesses in the 
street.  Joe and Reg Turner, 
ran a greengrocer’s shop 
next to Daintree before 
seeing an opportunity to 
cater for the new cars that 
were coming to town in the 
1920s. The shop was 
demolished, to be replaced 
by Cotswold Garage (where 
Cotterells Alley is now). 

Turner's Greengrocer's Shop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joe Turner (centre) on the 
new garage site. 

 



 

There was just one Shell petrol pump at first then two in later years.   

It was taken over by John Reeves and William Smith, popularly known as “Petrol Billy”.  He 
lived along at “Camside”.   

Then there was Reg Watchorn: he lived next door with his wife, Agnes, and had a sideline 
running a taxi service – one of our older residents, Margaret Rae, told how he had driven 
her to her wedding at St James’s in his taxi in 1956.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the garage closed down, there were other shops on this ground – Dennis Hughes had 
his builder’s offices and yard here in the 1970s. The business was set up by Dennis's father  

  



 

  

followed by “Le Petit Croissant” bakery, “Clouds 
Hill” printers, and a betting shop – before the 
new houses were built in 2002.    

 

 

 

 

 

In the middle years of the 20th century, there were two fish and chip shops in the street.   

 



One of them was also on the garage site and run 
by the Thomas family, who lived at Park Road 
Villas.  You could sit at tables and chairs there to 
eat, and it was a popular venue with American 
soldiers from nearby bases during the war: in fact 
Dulcie Thomas, one of the owners' daughters, 
married a G. I. and emigrated to the USA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ella McNamara (standing 2nd left) and Dulcie Thomas (crouched in front) with GI soldiers. 

 

 

 

The other one was where “Brook Cottage” now stands, on the side of the alley down to the 
Craves.  This building had been used as a barn by the Hobbs family, who lived next door in 
“Pavement Cottage”, and Daisy Hobbs had run a small dress shop-cum-drapers here until 
the early 1950s, when it became a fish and chip shop,  run by her husband, Bill Jinks; he had 
lived further along the road at “Park End” and had previously worked at the Thomas’s shop.  
In the 1940s, Len Plunkett the shoemaker sold “hush hide shoes” from “Pavement Cottage”. 



 

In the early 1900s Mrs Ernie Keeley 
followed the practice of many 
women, using her front room for a 
lace and drapery shop; and the 
front part of “Michaelmas Cottage” 
was also a little shop at one time 
selling tobacco and sweets. 

 

 

 

 

One other shop still very fondly 
remembered by older residents 
was Mrs. Starkiss’s sweet shop, 
or rather shack, which stood 
within the old orchard, on the 
site of “Controversy House” 
(now “Gabriel House”). Here 
they would spend their pocket 
money as children in the 1930s 
and 40s.  

This photograph shows Mrs 
Starkiss at the door of the shack 
- a handy commute from “Park 
Road Villas” next door, where 
she lived with her daughter, 

Evelyn and son-in-law, Robert Smith. It is interesting that so many residents ran their 
businesses just yards away from where they stayed themselves – a far cry from recent 
employment patterns, at least before the advent of home computers. 

Businesses in Park Road 1939 - 1945 
 
Mrs Starkiss (wooden hut)  Confectionery 
Mrs Hobbs                            Confectionery 
MIss Daisy Hobbs                Drapery 
Mrs Thomas                          Fish and chips 
Mr Joe Turner                       Garage 
Mrs Ernie Keeley                  Drapery 
Mr Harry Taylor                    Cobbler 
Mr Len Plunkett                   Shoes and Bill Posters 
Mr & Mrs Reg Turner          Greengrocers 
Mr Chris Rathbone             Volunteer Inn 


