
CAMPDEN ORCHARDS 
 
Orchards have been in use in Campden for over four hundred years but sadly there are 
few left. The story has been compiled using a variety of sources from the CCHS Archives 
and the internet.  
 
Orchards in the 1500-1600s were probably attached to sizeable holdings of land, and were 
a wealthy man's affectation, showing that he didn't need the land for daily needs. 
However, some cottages had a patch at the back with a couple of apple tree and some had 
a little more, as is shown by the will of Thomas Harris.   
 
Will of Thomas Harris, 12th March 1555   Husbandman 
…..y gyve and bequethe unto Isabell my dowghter my cotage that one ffranckley 
dwellyth yn with 4 akres of eyrablearable land and one halfe akre of meddow a beest 
pasture and an orchard with all that belongeth unto ytt yeldynge and payenge 
yearlye therfore 6s 8d…….  [location unknown] 
 

Sometimes 'orchard' may have been included as a general legal description: 
Will of Richard Albright, 27th December 1558     [Black]Smith 
…Item I geve and bequethe to my Syster in lawe Sybell albryght and Thomas 
hyr sone and to the heyres of the same Thomas all that my burgage or  
tenement Sett lyeng and beynge in Campden aforeseyd wheryn I nowe do 
 dwell with all stables and other backhowses gardeyne and orchard thereto  
theyre appurtenances to the same belongynge yn as large and ample manner  
as I my selfe do……. 
 
Will of John Ryley,  18th July 1570   Gentleman of Broad Campden 
I give and bequeath to Thomas my son and his heirs for ever all those my three several 
tenements set lying and being in the over-end [?] of Calves Lane in Chipping Campden in 
the County of Gloucester now in the several hands or occupations of Thomas Dotchen 
and Christian Hall widow together with all gardens orchards and backside to the said 
three tenements or to any of them belonging or appertaining with all and singular the 
appurtenances ….. 
 
The orchards at the back of these three dwellings were probably quite small, just providing 
enough for the family.  
'Over-end' needs investigation, as does the location in the next will.  

Will of William Higgins, 12 September 1579   Yeoman 

I do give to the church of Campden 3s 4d  
To the Almspeople of Campden 3s 4d 
To my four children my land that I did buy.  
To my son William Higgins the close next my [?] new leasow  
To the said William one cow one featherbed furnished  6 platters  6 pottengers  6 
saucers.  
To Richard my son the house that Mansell doth dwell in the ?hope[?is this a place-name] 
close  1 cow  1 bed furnished.  



To Bridget Higgins my daughter Wrytone’s house the same part that he hath now in 
occupation the close next Frewen’s close the garden behind both houses 
1 cow  1 bed furnished  
To Elizabeth my daughter Hickmans house the garden ground or orchard next to the 
lane. 
 
Will of William Davenport, 25th May 1633   Mercer 
……..I give bequeath & devise to my daughter Johan Davenport and her heirs for ever 
All that messuage burgage and tenement with all and singular outhouses and buildings 
and the backside orchard and garden and all other appurtenances thereunto belonging 
situate and being in Chipping Campden aforesaid in the said County of Gloucester in a 
place there called the Mill Lane…… 
 

 
Extract from the 1722 map highlighting Mill Lane, now Park Road 
 
Will of Robert Higgins, 24th April 1638   Innkeeper 

I Robert Higgins of Chipping Campden in the County of Gloucester Inholder …. 
Item I give and bequeath unto my lovinge wife the occupacon and free use of the 
messuage or tenement wherein I nowe dwell beinge the Inne called the redd lyon in 
Campden aforesaid togeather with all howses orchards gardens backside and other 
appurtenances to the Same …… 
 
The Red Lion is on the corner of High Street and Sheep Street.  Until recent times (1920s) 
there was an extensive area of cultivated land that stretched back to the Landgate brook. 
Robert Higgins was followed by William Sellers as landlord of the Red Lion. 
 
Will of William Sellars, 10th April 1666   Yeoman 
I William Sellers of Chipping Cambden in ye County of Gloucester yeoman being weake 
in body but of sound and perfect mind and memory (blessed be god for it) Doe make 
this my last will and testament in manner and forme following (that is to say) I doe give 
and bequeath unto my deare and loving wife Dorothy and to her heires and assignes for 



ever All that my Messuage or tenement and Inne with the appurtenances (wherein I 
now dwell) comonly called or knowen by the name of the Red Lyon Situate lying and 
being in Chipping Cambden aforesaid togeather with all and singular outhouses Edifices 
buildings barnes stables shopps sellars sollarssolars (bedchambers) outletts gardens orchards 
backsides wayes easements exsitts and comodities whatsoever to ye said Messuage or 
tenement and Inne or to any part thereof belonging or in any wise appurteyning ….. 
 
Will of Roland Wallington    14th May 1694    Miller 
……I give unto my Niece Margarett Wallington the dwelling house and Mill wherein I 
now dwell with the Orchard called Hains thereunto belonging with their and every of 
their appurtenances for the terme of six yeares next after my decease (if my terme 
therein shall soe long continue) so that she doe pay the Lords rent for the same and 
performe all the Covenants which are on the Leasees part to be performed and doe also 
leave the same premisses in as good plight and repaire at the end of the said six yeares 
as she findes the same…..   [He was miller of Berrington Mill] 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Berrington Mill on the 1722 map 
 



 
 
The 1722 map of the Campden estate features the grounds of Campden House, built by Sir 
Baptist Hicks in 1612-16 (?) and burned down in 1645. Subsequently the  building now 
known as the Court House was let with the lands (see arrow). Nicholas Fletcher apparently 
rented this property some years later and the map shows his Garden adjoining the house 
and the orchard on the site of the ruins. Other orchards on the site were let at this time to 
Samuel Horsman. 
 
Will of Nicholas Fletcher, 6th June 1720   Gentleman 
 
…..I give and bequeath unto my loving wife All that my messuage or tenement with the 
appurtenances wherein I now live situate and being in Berrington aforesaid together 
with all houses, outhouses, buildings, dovehouses, orchards, gardens, yards, stables, 
barns, fishponds, closes and enclosed grounds and all other the premises which I hold 
by lease for three lives under The Right Honourable the Countess of Gainsborough 
(the Court House?) 
 
These were the most extensive orchards in Campden at the time. Maybe it was at this time 
that the cyder house and cyder mill were built in what is now Cidermill Lane? (see separate 
story) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The orchard at old Campden House in present times 
 
Will of William Lane, 8th April 1755  Glazier 
…….Also I give Devise and bequeath unto my son John Lane All That Messuage or 
Tenement situate and being in Chipping Campden aforesaid now in the possession or 
occupation of my said son John Lane and also all that Messuage or Tenement thereunto 
adjoining in the occupation of William Milton Together with all houses outhouses 
edifices buildings orchard garden and backside thereunto belonging…  
This is possibly in Calf Lane, as the Lane family, generations of glaziers and plumbers, lived at 
one time in what is now called Woolstaplers house.  
 
Will of Nathaniel Tidmarsh, 23 February 1779    Innholder 

In the Name of God Amen I Nathaniel Tidmarsh of Chipping Campden in the County of 
Gloucester Innholder being of Sound and disposing mind memory and understanding 
do make and publish this my last Will and Testament in manner following that is to say 
First I Give Devise and Bequeath unto my Loving wife Judith Tidmarsh All those my 
Two Messuages or Tenements  with the Appurtenances thereunto belonging And also 
all that my Orchard called or known by the name of Littleworth Orchard 
 
This is probably the field called Eadens Leasow on the 1722 map 
 



 
 
 
The orchards on the 
slopes called The 
Leasows can still be 
seen in this photo taken 
in 1950 when (new) 
Littleworth was being 
built 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will of John Emms   6th July 1804   Butcher 

I Give Devise and Bequeath unto my loving wife Elizabeth Emms All that my Messuage 
or Tenement with all the Appurtenances in Chipping Campden aforesaid wherein I now 
inhabit and dwell And also All that my other Messuage or Tenement with the 
Appurtenances thereunto adjoining now in my own Occupation Together with all 
Houses Outhouses Edifices Erections and Buildings to the same respectively belonging 
or appertaining together with the Garden Close or Orchard…… 
 
This is believed to be High Street – many of the houses had sufficient area in the burgage 
plots for orchards at the backs of their houses.  



The sale particulars for the building now known as Green Dragons in the High Street show 
how the land was utilised.  
 
Worcester Journal 16 Sept 1819 
FREEHOLD PUBLIC HOUSE, Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire. TO BE SOLD, all that 
extensive and well known PUBLIC HOUSE, known by the Sign of the GREEN DRAGON, 
situated in CHIPPING CAMPDEN, consisting on the ground floor of two parlours in front, an 
excellent kitchen and convenient bar, small parlour backwards, and other necessary 
conveniences, two capital cellars, four bed rooms in front, and one attic, and four bed 
rooms backwards, with an excellent lofty club room 14yards long and 51/2 in breadth, good 
brewhouse, and a new lead pump with excellent water, pigsties, and extensive barn, two 
waggon hovels, with a large and commodious yard, garden, and a productive orchard 
planted with thriving young fruit trees. 
 
Will of Peter Haines  1812   Farmer 
………….Secondly, I give and bequeath to my second Son Jonathan Haines all my four 
cottages, Orchard, Gardens with all the Appurtenances thereunto belonging being 
situate in the Watery Lane Campden, Gloucestershire to him and his heirs for ever.   
(Park Road) 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The 1818 map shows the area in Park Road owned by Mary Haines, widow of Peter Haines. 
Subsequently the cottages and land were put up for sale by their son. The orchard in Park 
Road remained until recent times. 

Oxford Journal 29 Mar 1828 

FREEHOLD PROPERTY, CHIPPING CAMPDEN, Gloucestershire. To BE SOLD By AUCTION, By 
JOHN DAVIS…. All those FREEHOLD COTTAGES, GARDENS, ORCHARD, &c. situate in Chipping 
Campden aforesaid, in the several occupations of John Lancet, Samuel Alcock, Samuel 
Wallis, Mary Stanley, John Smith; and Thomas Leadbetter. This Property offers a most 



desirable opportunity for additional Building, as there is sufficient space next the street for 
twelve more Cottages, with plenty of Garden Ground, Fruit Trees, &c. and a fine and never-
failing Stream divides the whole from Westington. …. the proprietor, Mr. Jonathan Haines at 
Campden…. 
 
Will of Alice Cotterell, 1820 Spinster 

 
This is the last Will and Testament of me Alice Cotterell of Chipping Campden in the 
County of Gloucester Spinster …….. 
I give devise and bequeath unto my sister Catherine Cotterell all that my undivided 
moiety or half part share and interest of and in all that messuage or tenement garden 
orchard hereditaments and premises with the appurtenances situate in Chipping 
Campden 
This is Bedfont House which had substantial grounds with garden and orchard at the back. 
(red arrow) 
 

 
 
At the top of the map, Wolds End field is marked as pasture (blue arrow), but it must have 
been planted as an orchard by this time.  
 
The development of orchards for commercial purposes happened in the latter half of the 
19th century and the Ordnance Survey map of 1923 shows extensive holdings in Westington, 
Littleworth and Berrington.  In 1950 the map (below) showed that new housing around 
Station Road and Littleworth was displacing the trees ….. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
This apple orchard in Ebrington was photographed by Jesse Taylor in the early 1900s.  
 



 
 
Fruit picking provided good employment for women and children as well as men in the 
summer months and bird-scaring was a useful seasonal occupation for those who couldn't 
climb the trees. 
 
 

 
 1920s Whitsun Fete, in Rimells Orchard, with the fruit trees and, right, the ruins of old Campden House.  
 
The orchard on the site of old Campden House was particularly popular for community 
activities and the fetes, parades and sports were held there, recorded in great detail in the 
Evesham Journal.  



When I was a lad growing up just after the war there were orchards all over, mostly cherry 
orchards, up Catbrook, and The Leasows that we got to from Dyers Lane. Old Campden 
House had the oldest fruit trees, on the slopes of the garden - apple, pear and cherry.    RG 
 
I loved it when I went with Dad to see Les Brodie in the cherry season. He'd be organising the 
pickers in his orchard down Station Road and I would 'help', eating as many as I could. I'm 
reminded of that when I go to the 'Pick your Own' strawberry fields. Those cherries were 
luscious.  MF 
 
Fred Coldicott (born 1910), in his book 'Memories of an Old Campdonian', says: 
One of the loveliest features of the countryside is now practically extinct: that is the cherry 
orchards. When I was a lad, there were five large orchards and two smaller ones in 
Camopden and Broad Campden. at Broad Campden they were at Briar Hill Farm and W.N. 
Izod's, at the rear of his farmhouse. At Campden there was Hand's Orchard, opposite side of 
the road to the Coneygree; George Haines in Westington, and Attlepin Farm; then there was 
the smaller one in Gainsborough's, behind the old ruins, and Uncle Bob's at Catbrook.  

Now every year there is the 'Plum Run' around the Vale of Evesham, when the plum 
trees are in blossom, but it does not compare with the lovely cherry blossom. It was 
magnificent, there were several sorts of cherry in each orchard and each had a slightly 
different tint.  

Every orchard had to have a bird-minder for five or six weeks. This was usually 
someone who was not quite able-bodied enough to do regular work.  

 
 
'Teapot' Williams 

was always on duty at 
Hand's Orchard in Station 
Road. It meant being there 
from dawn to dark. They 
were provided with a gun 
and rattle. The cherry-
picking season was always a 
boon to casual workers; for 
a few weeks they could earn 
good money: the more they 
picked, the more they 
earned.  

 

When unions and government laid down a wages policy it was just impossible to 
employ cherry-minders: it would have meant paying them over £200 a week because the law 
said that anything over the forty hour week would be classed as overtime, and of course it 
was essential to be there in all the hours of daylight. Thus the decline of the cherry orchards.  
 
A memory of visiting Bernard Sleigh at his cottage in Campden: 
July 1943   ….We could get fruit!  Campden is full of cherry orchards.  As we came along we 
gazed anxiously at the trees, hoping there would be cherries left for us.  There was no 
holding us back, so fruit starved are we. After tea we went and bought some from an old 



chap straight off the tree.  One and six-pence a pound - but he gave us good weight.  In any 
case there is nothing else to buy here, not even picture postcards. Bernard said I should be ill, 
but far from it - my system just absorbed redcurrants, strawberries and plums ... what a 
feast!' 
From 'Few Eggs and No Oranges', a diary showing how in London and Birmingham lived 
through the war years 1940-1945, by Vere Hodgson. 
 
The only sizeable orchard that is left in Campden is at Wolds End. 


