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From the Editor 

As I started to pull this Signpost together, members of the History Society were attending the 
memorial service for our Vice-President, Jill Wilson, and then at New Year news came of the 
unexpected death of another valued CCHS member, Rosemary Turner.  You can read a little about 
both their significant contributions to our Society and Campden in this issue.  Having now received 
all the various articles for this journal, I see that once again this issue seems to have developed its 
own theme – it is nearly completely about people.  First of all, Judith Ellis’s information about 
George Townsend and his connection with Campden School;  then Mary Fielding’s analysis of a 
Libel court case between Baptist Hicks and the Jarrett brothers throwing light onto their 
personalities;  and finally details about Reverend Baptist Noel’s colourful life and his Midnight 
Mission.  The AGM Report from your Committee shows that it has been another very full year for 
the Society.  My sincere thanks once again go to all researchers and contributors – please, keep 
your articles coming:  they are valuable and valued. 
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Front cover illustration:   

George Townsend, by kind permission of the Master, Fellows and Scholars of Pembroke College, 

Oxford.   See article by Judith Ellis on page 6. 
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Correspondence 

My apologies to Christopher Fance for a rogue ‘r’ in his name on the Correspondence page 1 in the 
previous Signpost 9, Autumn 2018.  This was corrected before it went onto the website.  Also 
grateful thanks to Christopher for acting as Signpost’s proof checker from now on. 

Angela Byrd Barrett brought this porcelain mug held in the British Museum collection to the 
attention of the Archive Room and tried to find further information about Mrs Mary Bromley and 
her son John De Lanauze.  The mug is decorated with a turbaned man smoking, a shepherdess and 
rococo scrolling;  it is 4.4inches high and was made at the Bow factory.  References: Bow Exhibition 
(1959): no.120, British Museum: 1938, 3-14, 112. 

 

The smudged inscription underneath reads:   
This Pint was Painted for Mrs. Mary Bromley of Campden Gloc:shire by her Loving Son John De Lanauze 
January 1770. 

The following parish records for Bromley/Brombly/Bromely at St James’s Church Campden helped 
the search:   
Mary Wal(l)ton of Chipping Campden married Hen(d)r(e)y Brombly on 2nd October 1714 at St 
James’s Church Campden and they had the following children: John Bromley baptized on 3rd July 
1715, Mary Bromley baptised on 21st November 1716 and Henry Bromley baptised on 27th September 
1719 when ‘Mrs Mary Bromley’, the mother, is described as a widow, as Henry (of Berington) had 
died and was buried on 23rd February 1719 before  his son Henry was baptised. 
The eldest son John Bromley must have married first an Ann ? (no marriage or burial found) and 
they had a daughter baptised Ann Goodif[f] Brombly on 3rd June 1744 at Chipping Campden 
“daughter of John  and Ann”.  It is thought that it was this daughter Ann who later married John 
Delanauze on 21st December 1766 at St Mary, Warwick, Ann’s parish, while John was of the Parish 
of Holy Trinity, Coventry.  The Banns had been read on 30th November, 7th & 14th December 1766, 
John signed, while Ann made her mark.  There is a subsequent baptism on 24th February 1771 at the 
Church of St Dunstan in The West, City of London of a daughter of John and Ann Delanauze, named 
Mary Bromley Delanauze, born December 22nd 1770 at West Harding Street.  So they must have 
moved to London, perhaps for him to be working at the Bow ceramics factory. 

John Bromley’s first wife Ann must have died and he then married secondly a Mary (again no 
marriage yet found), because John & Mary Bromley had two daughters, Mary Bromley baptised on 
20th July 1752 and Elizabeth Bromley baptised on 29th October 1755 both at St James’s Church 
Chipping Campden. 

But are we any the wiser?  Was Mrs Mary Bromley John’s step-mother-in-law?  Can you help?  

We are told that within the 6 years after this mug was painted, the Bow factory was closed and the 
entire concern sold to William Dewsbury of Derby - p264 Antiques Vol. 77-78.    
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Arrowhead. In the summer the Archive Room team were 
excited when two American tourists came in and told us that 
on a walk the day before near Broad Campden, not far from a 
railway line, they found what they thought was maybe an 
arrowhead, lying there on the ground’s surface, just near a 
hedge.  They took these photos and logged the location, but 
went back to the nearby farm yard and gave it to the 
farmhand.  Finding our office in the High St, they came to tell 
us about it.   

Several members of CCHS were subsequently able to examine 
the item in person, measure it – 6.5 cms. long and 2.75 cms. 
across the widest point and then CCHS sent photographs with 
exact details of the location to the Gloucestershire and Avon 
Finds Liaison Officer.  His opinion was that it looked like an 
early Bronze Age barbed and tanged arrowhead dating to 
about 2500BC-1800BC, but a couple of features made him 
question the date and wonder if it was a modern reconstruction:  for instance the knapping did not 
look very worn.  His colleague’s first thoughts were also that it was a little unusual and difficult to 
fit into British typologies:  it was quite large, fresh looking with lots of tags of flint still attached, 
which generally get worn away over time in ploughed soil, so it was not worn and weathered 

enough;  the stemmed butt and slight barbs were not right for 
the Palaeolithic1 period either the object having more similarities 
with North American material and not easily fitting into the 
range of British flint artefacts.  Another Cardiff colleague 
replied:  "It looks ethnographic to me.  The spear is not right for 
a UK item, as the tang is very square and flat based and the 
whole shape of it looks unlike any of the usual forms for spears 
or arrowheads which we would expect to find in the UK.  You 
are saying it looks freshly made, so this could fit, as it could be a 
more recently manufactured item, but made overseas, rather 
than locally."  Our own Jill Wilson also noticed the ‘insertions’ 
[the little holes], remarked that it was poor flint stone, not 
looking like pure quartz, noted the colour on one edge and that 
it was rather thick. 

The Finds Liaison Officer summed up:  “As I suspected it is of 
more recent manufacture.  Makes you wonder how it made its 

way to Gloucestershire, but we do occasionally see odd items brought in such as Zulu spears that 
people have brought back as a memento from their adventures 150 years ago.  However, the 
finder’s actions were exemplary;  it is the landowner’s property and so should be passed on to 
them.  But a record of the artefact will be made from the images and of the find spot which CCHS 
has given, so this item will be added to the archaeological record even though it is not in a 
museum.”   

So another interesting query!  

 

                                                             
1  The principal flint working periods are:  Mesolithic   c.8500-c.3800 B.C., Early Neolithic c.3800-c.3000 B.C. 

and Later Neolithic/early Bronze Age c.3000–c.1500 B.C.  The Paleolithic period precedes the Mesolithic era, 
although the date of the transition varies geographically by several thousand years. 
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Rosalind Jill Wilson – In Memoriam  
19th November 1929 - 5th December 2018  

This edited tribute to Jill, given by Carol Jackson at the Service of Thanksgiving on 19th December 2018 at St 
James’s Church, Campden used memories of Jill’s sister Hilary, nephews Nick and Guy and her Campden friends. 

Jill liked to quote the Chinese saying “May you live in interesting times” which can be considered a 
blessing or a curse, and she certainly lived through one of the most eventful periods in history and 
took a great interest in it.  Born at the time of the Great Depression in 1929, as a child she saw the 
Blitz and tanks in the street where they lived in London and her father Tom was frequently away 
from the family, stationed in exotic places including Iraq, southern Italy and South Africa.  

When war came, Jill and Hilary planned to foil the Nazis by brewing up poison ivy and putting tin-
tacks in the street, but instead they moved with their mother to their grandparents’ house in 
Oxford, where she attended Milham Ford School and they got to know the city, the local area and 
their relations, some of whom lived on a farm near Woodstock, with others in Witney and 
Evesham, not so very far from Chipping Campden.  It was at this time that Jill’s interest in 
astronomy began; her bed was always covered in star charts and there was a good view of the 
night sky from Port Meadow, close to where they lived. 

When the war ended, the family returned to London temporarily before her father, by now a Wing 
Commander working at the Air Ministry, was posted to Cairo and this time he was able to take his 
family with him.  In those days, that city was on the edge of the desert with a view of the pyramids 
and they spent a lot of their time at the Gazeera club, learning to swim and ride.  Jill attended the 
English School which holds annual reunions and which she regularly attended until a couple of 
years ago.  Hilary and Jill met many fascinating people during their time there, explored the souks, 
the desert and the antiquities, learnt enough Arabic to get by in the shops and developed a taste 
for exotic food and places, which never left Jill. 

It was of course at this time that Jill’s 
interest in Egyptology and archaeology 
began and is also the root of another of 
her great pleasures.  One of her 
classmates was Nicky Courtenay who 
went on to play Brigadier Lethbridge-
Stewart in Dr Who - and Jill never missed 
an episode.  

Right:  This cartoon was one of Jill’s 
favourites. 

Jill completed her education at Woodford 
High School in London, getting excellent 
results in many subjects and had plans to 
go to medical school.  But at this time priority was given to returning soldiers and so Jill joined local 
government, where she excelled, was quickly promoted and eventually became deputy head of 
Further Education in her department at County Hall.  Having missed the opportunity to go to 
university straight after school, Jill enrolled as one of the first students of the Open University in 
the early 1970s taking a degree, at the same time as working in her increasingly demanding job. 

Her interest in history also flourished at this time, as she became a very keen member of the 
Chingford Historical Society and also found time to lecture on Egyptology on Nile cruises, whilst 
also becoming ever more knowledgeable about ancient Greece and archaeology.  She went on 
many Swan Hellenic cruises with interesting and inspiring lecturers such as Sir Mortimer Wheeler.   
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As if this was not enough, Jill also continued her childhood interest in Geology throughout her life, 
becoming a member of the Royal Geological Society, the British Museum, the Natural History 
Museum, the Egypt Exploration Society and many other institutions, including acting as a council 
member of the Sundial Society, for whom she wrote and edited books.  With all these Societies she 
toured Europe and England.  She never lost her interest in Astronomy and got to know Patrick 
Moore and other eminent space scientists, as well as finding time to ski and visit many far flung 
places around the world.  

It was Campden’s great good fortune that on her retirement Jill chose to move to Chipping 
Campden, in 1985.  It was the telephone number which ended in 007, that decided Jill on the house 
she bought, 14 Pear Tree Close, because she was a James Bond fan! 

In 1987 she became Curator of St James’s Church Muniment Room and did this for about 20 years 
until about 2006 – cataloguing and researching the archives, answering church queries and 
arranging informative archive displays of the Muniment Room’s treasures for visitors to see, until 
the roof building works in the latter period enforced closure to the public.  She was also involved 
with the Church Watch group, preparing history notes for the team.  She took on the role of co-
ordinating Secretary for the research & publication of the Chipping Campden Church Wardens 
Accounts, published in 1992, which became a useful research tool for family historians.  

The Chipping Campden History Society, then called CADHAS, had not long been founded [in 1984] 
when Jill joined and became a major contributor and influence in its development.  In November 
1986 she was co-opted to the committee as Programme Secretary arranging talks and outings and 
she was hardly off the CADHAS committee thereafter – becoming involved in so many of the 
Society’s activities:  for instance, as Editor of the Society’s research journal Notes & Queries for 12 
years from its very first issue in 1993 until 2005 and Project-Leader of the Graveyard Survey in the 
mid 1990s, which has been so valuable to family researchers since. 

She also gave talks to CADHAS on the topics of her research, e.g. The Church Wardens Accounts in 
1991, Henry Bard and the Civil War in 2004 and the Campden Wonder in 2010.  Jill was also part of a 
CADHAS team who gave regular talks over several years to a visiting American Tour Group on 
Campden and the English Civil War.  Members must remember some fun evenings researched and 
presented together by Carol and Jill:  the 10th Anniversary Christmas ‘Tudor Revel’ in December 
1994, when the Campden Tudor history scene was set followed by a Tudor dress and dance 

demonstration with the Stratford Renaissance Group, with 
special Tudor refreshments;  or the ‘Campden Curiosities’ 
participative Christmas meeting in 1995;  and the ‘Noel Night - 
Tales from the Archives’ in 1997;  or the ‘Out and About’ slide 
show in 2005 of some of CADHAS outings over the years. 

Left:  Jill with colleagues, Allan Warmington and Alf Hathaway, 
behind at the opening of the School Days Exhibition, 2003. 

Jill has been one of the masterminds behind some major 
CADHAS exhibitions:  for instance in 1994 ‘Campden in 
Pictures’ 10th Anniversary Photographic Exhibition;  on 8th 
May 1995 to support the tremendous town’s 50th 
Anniversary V.E. Day Celebrations the ‘Home Front’ 
Exhibition;  in May 2000 the week-long Millennium 
Exhibition, ‘Campden Through 2000 Years’ with displays 
covering Campden’s history and physical development 
through the ages, attended by approx. 2000 people;  in 2006 
an exhibition on the Civil War for which Jill provided much of 
the research material as she was preparing to publish a 
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booklet on the topic;  and in 2009 ‘Making History – Our First 25 Years’, commemorating the 
Society’s 25th Anniversary.   

Jill was also on the Publications Sub-Committee;  she was one of the authors of ‘Campden: A New 
History’ published in 2005 and wrote books on the English Civil War ‘I marched Straight to Cambden’ 
published in 2008 and the Campden Wonder story ‘Mr Harrison is Missing’ published in 2010 and 
prepared a Sundial Trail for Campden in 2008.  She also contributed innumerable articles to Notes 
and Queries and Signpost. 

Furthermore, Jill became the Society’s fifth Chairman, officiating from 2003 – 2007, overcoming an 
unexpected health setback in her first months of office.  Her time as Chairman was a period of 
major growth for the Society with setting up the Archive Room, grant applications, development 
of a website and several publications.  After stepping down in 2007 she was appointed Vice-
President in recognition of her then 21 years outstanding active working contribution to CADHAS.  
She remained our “go to” source for guidance and advice, a fount of knowledge and an inspiration 
to our Society.  This year, even though ill, she was delighted by the successful conclusion of the 
Campden House project, the publication of the associated 
book and was so sorry not to be able to attend the Open 
Weekend event.  Jill was always calm, positive, a disciplined 
and thorough researcher;  she has left mounds of note books 
and files, all numbered or labelled, and she had pleasure in 
sharing her knowledge.  Her ability to interpret and draw 
together strands of research to a convincing outcome was 
outstanding.  Her interest in and commitment to the History 
Society remained undimmed.   

Right:  Jill on the 2012 CCHS Scuttlebrook Float 

However, the History Society was not her only activity in 
Campden:  she belonged to the Camera Club, taking a huge 
number of slides and photos; to the U3A, giving talks on 
scientific matters, geology, etc.  She loved Space, the stars, 
Science Fiction and Doctor Who!  At the Campden WI she 
could be found in fancy dress on the WI Scuttlebrook float, 
or with their swimming and exercise group, on a friendship 
trip to Switzerland or giving the odd talk on the stars, etc.  
She attended most of the Campden Society talks and was a 
helper with The Swimming for the Disabled Group.  Almost 
without fail, even towards the end when she was ill, every 
month in the Campden Bulletin you could find her topical 
history snippets and her Astronomy article. 

Jill had lived in Campden for 33 years.  She was a remarkable person, of considerable talents and 
with wide interests.  Her contribution to life in Campden cannot be over stated and she will be 
greatly missed on so many fronts.  In her case ‘Living in interesting times’ was definitely a blessing 
– a blessing that she was interested in everything that the world and the universe have to offer.  
Campden too was blessed to have Jill here as an active resident. 
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George Townsend – Benefactor to Campden Boys 

Judith Ellis 

Chipping Campden School has three 'Houses', named after the three main benefactors:  John Fereby, 
who founded the school with his bequest in c.1440, Baptist Hicks, who rescued it from 
misappropriation of funds in 1627, and George Townsend, perhaps the least well known.  Yet his legacy 
has benefited boys for 350 years until the mid-1900s.  This is his story.  See his portrait on the cover. 

A lawyer of Lincoln’s Inn who died in 1683, George was the son of Charles Townsend, of Ford near 
Temple Guiting, who was also an Attorney at Law.1  A marriage settlement was made in 1629 
between George Townsend of Staple Inn (an Inn of Chancery providing training for lawyers at this 
time) and Katherine, daughter of Richard Franklin, also of Staple Inn.2  A messuage and named 
lands in Longborough, together with 69 acres in Mickleton were part of the settlement and later 
described in his will.  In June 1638 Townsend was admitted to Grays Inn, at around the time that 
the Inns were separating into Inns of Court (barristers) and Inns of Chancery (solicitors).3  There 
are no other records of his professional life, but his name occurs in various property cases as 
plaintiff or defendant and he was apparently amassing quite a portfolio of land and buildings.  He 
may have taken over from his father as a local Attorney at Law in Ford, as his burial is recorded in 
the parish register of the nearby parish of Hawling.  Katherine predeceased her husband, as his will 
specifies that he is to be buried at the same place, but her burial record has not been found.  They 
had two surviving daughters, Elizabeth and Katherine, who were named in the will with their 
children.  

In reading Townsend's very long and detailed will, the first indication of the unassuming manner of 
the man comes in his instruction that 'none have any mourning apparel, rings, scarfs or ribbons but 
gloves and wine only given at my burial which I desire to be without escutchions or other pomp 
whatsoever.'4  He then details his bequests to the boys of Gloucestershire … 'I give and devise 
[Little Aston] farm and tithes with the appurtenances unto the Master, Fellows and Scholars of 
Pembroke College in the University of Oxford’ … to pay for scholars from four schools – Gloucester, 
‘another out of the scholars of Cheltenham School in which I was a scholar, another out of Campden 
School and a fourth out of Northleech [sic] School.’  The connection with Campden has not been 
established, but then there were few schools in the area that could meet the necessary 
educational attainment.  At this time boys spent eight years at University and Townsend stipulated 
‘And my desire is that all the said scholars for their four last years of residence in the said College 
addict their studies to Divinity’.  It appears that he was particularly wishing to encourage boys to 
enter the church, as he also leaves various church livings to be allocated by his heirs.  He expected 
that standards would be maintained … ‘my will is that none but fitting Grammar Scholars fit to go to 
the said University be elected.’  This appears to have caused some difficulty in later years, when the 
Master of Pembroke College refused a place on more than one occasion to a Campden boy, to the 
annoyance of the Trustees.  The first seven Townsend Scholars are listed in Pembroke College 
Archives in 1693;  then four boys are listed every four years, which must have meant an overlap of 
the grant if they studied for eight years.  The schools are not listed, so Campden boys can only be 

                                                             
1
  National Archives:  STAC 8/86/5.  November 1623.  Court of the Star Chamber.  Charles Townsend, attorney at 

law, and George, son and clerk. 
2
  Gloucestershire Archives:  D5042/F1  

3
  The Register of Admissions to Gray's Inn 1521-1889.  Staple Inn was the first Inn of Chancery whose freehold 

was owned by an Inn of Court, when it was sold to Gray’s Inn in November 1528. 
4
  Gloucestershire Archives:  D1302 9/1 George Townsend's Charity Accounts with transcription of George 

Townsend's Will 14 Dec 1682  P368 CH6/1 
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identified from other sources, one of which is the Minutes Book of Campden Grammar School 
Trustees.5  

One Scholar who would surely have received the approval of George Townsend was Robert Payne 
Smith, who was born in Campden in 1818, the only son and second of four children of Robert Smith, 
a land agent, and his wife Esther.  His obituary in 1895 said  

‘He was educated at the Grammar School, and was successful in 
winning a Townsend scholarship at Pembroke College, Oxford 
University.  His mother was a widow of limited means, and it is 
said he had to walk the thirty-five miles to take his place in 
college, not being able to pay the coach fare.  For some years his 
journeys to and fro at the vacation were performed on foot, for 
economy's sake, as well as a love of walking.  He made a point of 
passing through Blockley where he had numerous relations 
living. … From these he always had a hearty welcome and lively 
interest in his rising career, keeping up a correspondence with 
them to the close of their lives.’  

Right:  Dean Robert Payne Smith, by kind permission of the 
National Portrait Gallery 

He was awarded more scholarships while at Oxford and 
became a Fellow of Pembroke.  Subsequently he rose through 
the Church hierarchy to become Dean of Canterbury 
Cathedral. 

Dean Payne Smith was a Trustee of the Grammar School at 
Campden and for many years gave handsome prizes to the 
successful scholars.  His obituary added ‘Harry R. Reynolds, of Paxford, wrote to thank him for these 
prizes he had won on leaving school.  He received a long and kind letter in reply referring to the many 
acts of kindness he had received from his relations when he was young.  When a movement was 
started to extend the usefulness of the Grammar School, and bring the neighbouring villages within its 
privileges, he used all his influence as a trustee in favour of the movement.’  

This distinguished 'old boy' was involved in the expansion of the school building in the High Street 
in 1862, making a donation towards the work.  He is remembered each year with the Dean Payne 
Smith Cup which is given to the Head Boy.     

Campden School's relationship with Pembroke College was not always happy;  there is a 
protracted correspondence in the 1850s when the School Trustees protested that the College had 
changed the terms of Townsend’s will to their monetary advantage.  The College maintained that 
the terms of Townsend’s will allowed them to change their Statutes.  Unfortunately the School’s 
Minute Book closed in 1858 at a crucial point and the following Minute Book does not mention it, 
leaving the impression that the School was unable to reverse the change.  The Scholarships 
continued but in an irregular pattern, particularly as not all the candidates were considered up to 
standard, so places were offered to another of the schools.  In 1887 the Master of Pembroke wrote 
to the School to explain that the Trust’s income had declined due to the agricultural depression 
and that they would have to reduce the number.6  The Townsend Scholarships continued until the 
1960's, adding status but a decline in real value.  Chipping Campden School Academy still maintains 
a good relationship with Pembroke College, Oxford. 

                                                             
5
  Gloucestershire Archives:  D253-16 Minutes and Accounts of Campden Grammar School and Charity Trustees 

1629-1858 
6
  Gloucestershire Archives:  D253-17 Minutes and Accounts 1858-1921 
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George Townsend was also determined to improve the chances for improvement for boys who 
were not academic but needed skills.  He added 'I will and appoint that twenty and five pounds 
yearly be laid forth for the binding and putting forth of five poor boys able to read to be apprentices 
whereof I appoint one to be of each of the towns Winchcombe, Northleech, Campden, and 
Cheltenham aforesaid and the fifth to be of Nether Guyting aforesaid or Blockley in the county of 
Worcester.'  

The boys were to be recommended by the Minister and Churchwardens of their town and the 
decisions were made by the Trustees of the Charity who were instructed to 'meet yearly in 
Winchcombe aforesaid on the first Saturday in the month of May and that they have there an eight 
penny ordinary [dinner] for themselves only and that five shillings be further allowed them for beer 
after dinner and other their joint expences [sic] there and that every of them have a pair of gloves 
given him not exceeding the price of twelve pence.'  

This practice of meeting with lunch and the gift of a pair of gloves was extended to twice a year 
and continued at least until 1900, with appropriately increased costs.7  

The costs of the apprenticeships also increased:  at the meeting in May 1774 the Trustees, ‘Agreed 
at this meeting that a case be made and Counsel's opinion taken whether the Trust hath a right to 
advance more than the five and twenty pounds, or advance more than five pounds with any poor boy 
that shall be apprenticed under the Testator’s will and on other such doubts that hath arisen under 
the said Will.’  However, it seems that they were not successful;  in 1789 the amount was still only 
£5 but the Trustees added £2 to each boy to clothe them.  The £5 was handed to the Master to 
defray the costs of paying the apprentice, but it was to cover the term of the apprenticeship, 
usually five years.  Then in 1805 ‘It is resolved that from this day until the first Saturday in May next 
£15 shall be paid if required out of the Fund of the said Charity for every boy that shall in the meantime 
be put apprentice.’  The increase may have been, according to a note in the Accounts of the 
Townsend Charity Trustees, to help with extra costs resulting from the 1802 Factory Health and 
Morals Act.  This was brought in because of anxieties about abuse of pauper apprentices in the 
textile factories, but had a larger impact, it seems, because Inspectors started to visit many 
Apprentice Masters. 

The Inquiry by the Charity Commissioners 1819-1837 noted that:  ‘The original apprentice fee of £5 
has been increased to £15 and sometimes to as much as £20.  A boy has been apprenticed every year.  
Hitherto, it appears, that the trustees of this charity living in the town of Campden have selected the 
boys for apprenticing without waiting for the recommendation of the ministers, churchwardens and 
overseers, but on being reminded of that part of the will which directs the trustees to prefer such as 
are recommended to them by the ministers, churchwardens and overseers, they have expressed their 
determination in future to conform to the will in this respect.’8    

The Accounts of the Townsend Charity Trustees list the boys through the years and their trades:  as 
well as the more predictable ones of cooper, tailor, blacksmith, weaver, there were flax dressers, 
fellmongers, and peruke (wig) makers.  Townsend had decreed … ‘yet my will and desire is that no 
boy be placed apprentice in the town where his parents dwell’;  perhaps this was to ensure that he 
became independent of home influences.  The names of 98 boys are given in the records between 
1748 and 1831 for Campden and not one was apprenticed in the town. 

Townsend apprenticeship indentures can be seen in Gloucestershire Archives, dating back to 1700, 
and more recent ones in the CCHS Archives.9  They all have virtually the same form of words, 
including ‘to learn his Art, Trade or Mystery in the manner of an apprentice’, but whereas the early 
ones dictate that 'Taverns, Inns or Ale-houses he shall not haunt.  At Cards, Dice, Tables or any other 
unlawful Game he shall not play' the twentieth century indentures do not have such strictures.  The 

                                                             
7
  Gloucestershire Archives:  D1302 9/1-2 George Townsend's Charity Accounts  

8
  Gloucestershire Archives:  Charity Commissioners' Reports for Gloucestershire, 1824-68, pp. 15-16  

9
  Gloucestershire Archives:  P/78/1/CH/4/1 George Townsend's Charity, apprenticeship indentures 
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practice of sending the boys to other towns died away and in some instances they were 
apprenticed to their family.  One of the last Townsend apprentices was David Hart, apprenticed to 
his silver-smithing father. 

The Trustees were also instructed to spend ‘four pounds yearly for the teaching of poor children to 
read and for buying of them books in each of the towns. … Willing and ordering that the said children 
repair to the schools and be taught both forenoons and afternoons of all days not being Holy Days or 
Festival Days appointed by the Church of England not excepting the weeks of Easter, Pentecost or 
Christmas to avoid their being offensive at home or elsewhere.’  It appears that Townsend felt the 
importance of keeping children ‘off the streets’.  He does not specify boys but there is no 
indication that girls were included in the school;  just a few years afterwards, in 1707, Viscount 
Thynne of Weymouth, who owned property nearby, inaugurated the Blue School for Girls, perhaps 
prompted by Townsend’s bequest.  

The George Townsend Charities were removed from registration during the 1990's, but had not 
functioned for some years.  Townsend did a great deal for selected boys of Campden over three 
hundred and fifty years, giving them opportunities to develop their academic and technical skills.   

Dean Payne Smith wrote a preface to a book about the school's history by John Horne, published 
in 1879, in which he said, with reference to the Townsend Scholarship, 'I very much regret that the 
Universities have been so hard upon the poor:  for I am quite sure that, as a class, we have been worth 
having, and that if you were to strike off from the University lists those who could not have gone 
there without help, it would sadly diminish the roll of names that have done them credit.' 

 

Right:  Ernest Paget, 
Townsend Scholar in 
the 1920s, awards the 
Dean Payne Smith 
prize in 1961 to 
Christopher Hardman, 
Head Boy, who also 
became a Townsend 
scholar. 
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The Reverend Baptist Wriothesley Noel 

Carol Jackson 

In 2018 CCHS Archive Room was given this delightful portrait etching, entitled The Hon. & Rev. 
Baptist W. Noel.  In very faint print one can see under the etching on the left:  Geo. Richmond Pinx. 
T, on the right: Engraved by W.J. Edwards and at the bottom:  London pub. June 24 1851 by Henry 
Squire & Co (late Colnaght & Puckle) Print sellers & Publishers to his Majesty and to his Royal Family, 23 
Cockspur Street. 

This acquisition has caused me to research this young man’s life. 

Baptist Wriothesley Noel was born at 
Leightmount, Scotland on 16th July 1798, the 
16th of the 18 children and the 11th son of 
Gerard Noel Edwards Noel (whose portrait 
hangs in the Chipping Campden Town Hall) 
and his wife Diana, née Middleton. The name 
Baptist comes down, of course, from Sir 
Baptist Hicks (1551-1629) whose daughter 
Juliana married Edward Noel and the 
Wriothesley name came to the family as early 
as 1661 when Edward Noel (c.1640-1689, a 
grandson of Juliana) married Lady Elizabeth 
Wriothesley, daughter of Thomas, 4th Earl of 
Southampton.   

Baptist was educated at Westminster School 
(1810-17) and Trinity College Cambridge, 
gaining an MA in 1821.  He then toured on the 
continent, returning to read for the bar, but 
after two years he changed his mind and 
instead took Holy Orders in the Church of 
England.  He was, in fact, the fourth of Sir 
Gerard’s sons to enter Holy Orders, the others 
being Gerard Thomas Noel, Francis James Noel 

and Leland Noel.  

Baptist married Jane Baillie on 17th October 1826, at St Mary’s Church, Richmond, Surrey and it was 
his elder brother Gerard T. Noel who took the service, in presence of his father Sir Gerard Noel & 
Juliana Noel, his younger sister.  For a short time Baptist was assistant curate at Cossington in 
Leicestershire, but in 1827 he acquired the lease of St John’s Chapel, Bedford Row, London, where 
he attracted influential congregations, amongst which were William Wilberforce and Zachary 
Macaulay.  This church, it seems, “has been a frequent scene of schism, from its first construction 
down to present days”1 with controversial or notorious clergy.  Despite his relative youth, he was 
quickly recognised as a leader amongst the evangelical churchmen in London and was a powerful 
and respected preacher.  His mother, Diana, who had died in 1823, had been very devout and in her 
final years after the separation from her husband Gerard Noel, she had settled on the Gower 
Peninsular in Wales, where she founded six Chapels in the Calvinist Methodism faith.   

                                                             
1
 Daily News Monday Dec 4

th
 1848 
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It was in the 1830s at Bedford Row that Baptist had influence over Congregationalist Jemima 
Thompson;2  on Sunday mornings she attended Congregational Paddington Chapel under James 
Stratten;  on Sunday evenings she followed Anglican Baptist Noel at St. John’s, Bedford Row.  
‘Baptist Noel was a rising star in the evangelical firmament with an appeal which easily crossed 
denominational boundaries and regularly sparked missionary initiatives.  In 1834 he had been 
behind the Society for Promoting Female Education in the East; in 1835 his concern led to the 
Female Aid Society. The latter’s focus was on moral reformation in London.  It was the former 
which attracted Jemima Thompson and particularly the opportunities offered by its Ladies 
Committee.’3  Jemima wanted to become a missionary in India with the London Missionary Society, 
but poor health was to prevent this at very last minute.   

There was to be a Noel family link between them both.  In 1839, two years after her mother’s 
death, Jemima’s father, Thomas Thompson (1785-1865), took a second wife, Charlotte Margaretta 
Welman, (1792-1869) a widow in her late forties.  She was a woman of birth and property, née Noel, 
in fact, an elder sister by six years of Rev. Baptist Wriothesley Noel.  Her late husband, Thomas 
Welman4, was a Somerset country gentleman, considerably older than herself, whose Dissenting 
family had owned the Poundsford5 estate, near Taunton, since 1704.  Charlotte’s only child, Charles 
Noel Welman, the heir to the Welman estate, had married Annette Elizabeth Bolton on 1st May 1835 
at St James’s Church, Chipping Campden.  The officiating vicar on that occasion was the Campden 
vicar Charles Edward Kennaway whose wife Emma, née Noel, (1788-1873) was Charlotte’s elder 
sister.  Charles and Annette were living near Taunton, while his mother Charlotte, a widow for ten 
years, remained at Poundsford, an Elizabethan house, which on her remarriage in 1839, became 
Jemima’s and the Thompson home, until Jemima herself married in 1843.   

Meanwhile during this period, Baptist and Jane had had 8 children6, 4 boys and 4 girls, between 
1828 and 1835 whilst living in Walthamstow, before moving later (between 1841 and 1851) to Crouch 
Hill, Hornsey.  By 1835 he was writing prolifically on religious and political issues:  the spiritual 
condition of London, the changing spiritual needs of the nation, the spiritual destitution in the 
great cities;  in 1840 he conducted an inquiry into the condition of elementary schools in 
Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester and other major cities, whilst in 1841 he published a tract 
entitled ‘Plea for the Poor’, attacking the Corn Laws, which caused much response.  A press report 
in the Leeds Mercury on Sat 7th August 18417 wrote of him ‘The Hon. and Rev. Baptist W. Noel … long 
been known as one of the most pious, benevolent, and exemplary Clergymen in England, abounding at 
once in moral courage and Christian charity, in pulpit eloquence and pastoral devotedness, has raised 
his influential voice against the laws passed by the Landlords to make the food of man scarce and 
dear. … He states the notorious fact that the population is increasing at the rate of 400,000 a year;  

                                                             
2
  Jemima Luke, née Thompson:  Sketches of The Life and Character of Thomas Thompson, London: James Nisbet 

& Co., 1868; and Early Years of My Life, London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1900.  She wrote the Methodist hymn 'I 
think when I read that sweet story of old', which began one spring day in 1841, when Jemima Thompson, as she 
then was, had to visit Wellington, an hour’s drive from Poundsford, to see a small branch auxiliary of the Female 
Education Society in the East.  She travelled by two-horse carriage and, since she was the only inside passenger, 
she got out a letter and on the back of its envelope wrote the first two verses of what became her hymn.  Her 
intention was to teach it to the children at the school which had been started by her step-mother at Blagdon, a 
neighbouring village.  Later she added a third verse, ‘to make it a missionary hymn’. 
3
  Prof. Clyde Binfield:  “Faithful unto Death: Christian Mission, Common Sense and Changing Attitudes – A 

Congregational Dimension”.  CCHS Archives, Query Ref. 13.005 Comp.People. 
4
  Thomas Welman’s first wife was Elizabeth Lock (1767-1788) and their only child Elizabeth Welman, (1787-

1811) married in 1809 Charles, Charlotte’s eldest brother, who in 1841 would become the 1
st

 Earl of 
Gainsborough, 2nd Creation. 
5
  Sometimes spelt Poundisford. 

6
  Wriothesley Baptist Noel 1827-1886,  Mary Jane Noel c.1829–1887, Emily Elizabeth Noel c.1830-1890,   

Ernest Noel c 1831-1931,  Gertrude Noel c.1834-1858, Albert Leland Noel 1835-1916,  
Eugene Frederick Noel 1839-1918, Edith Louisa Noel c.1841-1940. 
7
  19th Century British Newspapers, British Library 
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and then asks how this increasing population, already so distressed is to be kept from pauperism, 
demoralization and death, with the present restrictions on the importation of food.’  In the same 
year, his outspoken reformist views won him a chaplaincy to Queen Victoria.   

However Baptist then came to a view8 that the union of the Church and State was unscriptural and 
prophesied that the establishment was doomed.  He was dismissive of both catholic and liberal 
innovations, critical of state intrusion and eventually he felt compelled to abandon the established 
church, announcing this on December 3rd, 1848 to his morning service congregation at St John’s, 
without giving his full reasons which he said were to be published later.  ‘His reasons for ‘Seceding 
from the Church of England’ have been put into the hands of a printer and it is expected the work, 
which will form a thick octavo volume, will be ready for publication in about three weeks.’9  His 
stunned congregation on this last Sunday which the Bishop of London10 would allow him to preach 
within his diocese as a minister of the Church of England, according to a newspaper article, 
numbered between 4,000 to 5,000, with many more outside unable to get in.  Police were present 
to keep order.  He had been their pastor for twenty two years. 

He withdrew from public life for a short time and took the oaths prescribed by 52 Geo. III before a 
magistrate to gain him legal protection against preaching as a dissenting minister.  He sent a copy 
of his May 8th letter to the Bishop of London to the editor of the Manchester Times,11 in which he 
was protesting against imprisonment for preaching the gospel and said that no act of parliament 
(Mr Bouverie’s bill) could stop any dissenting Minister from being a Minister of Christ.  On 9th 
August 1849 he was re-baptised by immersion at John Street Baptist Chapel, Holborn, not far from 
his previous church.  In the following September he became minister there, continuing to enjoy 
success as a preacher, pastor, and outspoken minister for many years. 

On Thursday 4th July 1861 he attended a public breakfast meeting at the Collonade Hotel, 
Haymarket to celebrate American Independence.  ‘The best speech was that of the Hon. & Rev. 
Baptist Noel. He is a man of considerable ability, has a most pleasing, mild and benign countenance 
and is a decided Christian.  He spoke deliberately and yet with great power.  … Mr Noel is probably 58 
years of age,12 is rather robust and is probably 5 feet 11 in. high.  He has a fine head, light hair and easy 
pleasant manners.’13  During the American civil war he vigorously supported the cause of the north, 
particularly at a great meeting in the Free Trade Hall, Manchester in June 1863. 

However, he became most well-known for his ‘midnight meetings’ and ‘moonlight mission’.  In 1861 
Baptist was the chief speaker at a big Revival meeting, held to pray for the work to be done in the 
East End of London14 and on that occasion, as reported in The Revival, he said ‘I believe we are on 
the eve of greater work than England ever saw – and the East End of London is the place to begin.’  So 
he set about reforming prostitutes and visiting streets and lodging houses of the East End at night 
to encourage ‘fallen women’ to reform.   

The Star on Wednesday February 23rd 1868 described the previous night’s midnight gathering at a 
West-end restaurant, invitations having been distributed in the area to the women who were 
waiting for clients as the casinos and music-rooms closed.  ‘On the tables are tea and coffee with 
light comestibles and nearly every chair has its female occupant.  A hundred and fifty of the invited are 
already present’ and they continued to arrive, while a dozen or so clerics were assisting the waiters 
table to table.  The women varied from the fairly well dressed in silk to those in ‘humbler raiment’ 
and ages ranged from girls of sixteen or seventeen to ‘women in their ripened prime’.  At about one 

                                                             
8
  Baptist Noel:  Essay on Church and State,  Dec 1848 

9
  The Era (London) Sunday Dec 3rd 1848 Issue 532 

10
  The Era (London) Sunday Dec 3

rd
 1848 Issue 532 

11
  Manchester Times, Saturday May 12

th
 1849 Issue 55 

12
  He was actually 63 by now. 

13
  Journal of Benjamin Moran, Ass. Sec in the US Legation, London in 1880s. 

14
  Gillian Wagner:  Barnardo, Weidenfield & Nicholson ISBN 0297775618 
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o’clock Baptist stepped forward – ‘the man who threw up good chances of a bishopric to become a 
Dissenting pastor … he speaks like a man in the flesh, though not like a man of the world … there is a 
hearty human and almost fatherly tenderness in the emphasis he lays on the unreality of their joys, 
the bitterness of their reflections, the vileness of their seducers, the unworthiness of their habitual 
associates.’  He warned them that ten years of their present life would send them to their grave 
and he explained what they could regain, offering them a home, not a prison, with no indignity or 
privation, ‘from which they may emerge respected,’ telling them of others who have been saved 
from a sinful life, the anguish of their parents, all which appeared to lead to much sobbing and 
tears.  At the end of this meeting, it seems that from the two hundred about twenty or so women 
remained to be saved. 

By his retirement in 1868 in his seventieth year, he was living at Manor House in Stanmore, 
Middlesex, where he continued preaching and helping out locally and at a small chapel in Edgware 
and was in good health and active until some months before he died aged 75 on 19th January 1873.   

Baptist Noel was one of the most influential evangelical clergymen of early Victorian England.  His 
sensational secession was a great blow to the established church, while he added considerable 
intellectual vigour to the Baptists.  It was said of him ‘of imposing mien, good delivery and great 
command of forcible language, Baptist Noel was one of the most popular preachers of the day.’15   

 
Thanks to Sheila Metcalf for providing me with these newspaper cuttings and references and to CCHS members 
George Duffin and Ros Young for originally bringing Rev. Baptist Wriothesley Noel to my attention. 
Also to Professor Clyde Binfield for his article “Faithful unto Death: Christian Mission, Common Sense and 
Changing Attitudes – A Congregational Dimension”, the full version of which is in CCHS Archives, Query Ref. 
13.005 Comp. People. 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
15

 Emilia F. Noel:  Some Records and Letters of the Noel Family 1910 p34  

 

Current Season 2018-19 - Remaining Lecture meetings in the Town Hall, at 7.30pm 

Thursday 21st March 2019:  “Who do the English think they are?”  Derek Taylor,  
Historian and former international TV reporter 

 
Thursday 11th April 2019 (note, 2nd Thursday):  AGM and “Old Campden House,  

then and now.”  Campden House Research Group. 
 

Remaining Family History Group meetings in the Court Room, Old Police Station, at 
7.30pm 

Tuesday 26 March: The story of Mickleton Hills Farm -  Margaret Fisher and  
Pearl Mitchell 

Tuesday 23 April: A history of the Campden Shadbolt family  -   Rob Shadbolt 
Tuesday 28 May: May Day Pageant   -     Tess Taylor and group 
 
 
 
 



14 
 

Augustine Jarrett and the Libellous Letter 

Mary Fielding 

On 20th January 1614, Augustine Jarrett, a Campden man, wrote a letter to Sir Baptist Hicks, to 
which Hicks took such exception that he sued Jarrett for libel.  The documents relating to the 
lawsuit are held in the National Archives at Kew and provide an interesting insight into the 
relationships between people living in Campden at this time of change in the town.   

The reason for the letter has its origins in the complex negotiations surrounding Hicks’s acquisition 
of the Manor of Campden and the system of borrowing money against bonds and property.  One 
can easily see why Polonius advised Laertes “Neither a borrower nor a lender be” when examining 
financial transactions in this period!   

In 1593 Sir Thomas Smyth1, the Lord of the Manor of Campden, died and his son Anthony inherited 
the estate.  But Anthony lived above his means and was seriously in debt, mainly to London 
merchants, probably owing more than £10,000 by 1605 (approx. £1,350,000 today).  It appears that 
neither Sir Thomas nor Anthony Smyth were liked2 by the townspeople, who felt that the privileges 
they had enjoyed ‘for so long under a laxer regime’ were being undermined by the ‘arrival of a firm 
and resident lord’.  It seems that their goodwill was likely to be tested again when Sir Baptist Hicks 
took over the Manor.  Anthony Smyth died in 1611 before Hicks had completed his purchase of the 
Manor, adding to the complexity of the financial arrangements, compounded by the fact that Hicks 
himself was borrowing money to pay for the property.  In fact, Hicks did not pay all the purchase 
price until 1620, after Anthony Smyth’s widow, Johane, brought a claim against him.  

After the death of both Anthony Smyth (1611) and his son Thomas (who died before 1616 without 
issue), Johane Smyth and her other children, Henry, Elizabeth, Mary and Grisagon, together with 
Anthony and Augustine Jarrett, claimed that deeds and documents in their possession showed 
that they still had a claim to the property.  According to the Deed of Complaint made by Sir Baptist 
Hicks in 1616, ‘Henry Smith by the persuasion of Anthony Jarrett and Augustine Jarrett hath made 
entry into the premises’, although it is not clear exactly how and what property they re-occupied.  
It goes on to say ‘about Michaelmas last [29th September 1615] Anthony Jarrett and Augustine 
Jarrett meeting the said Henry Smith at Campden welcomed him thither and said that they hoped 
shortly to see him Lord of Campden.’ 

It is clear that Sir Baptist Hicks was extremely aggrieved by all the shenanigans around his 
acquisition of the Campden property.  The 1616 Complaint claims that he ‘hath often in friendly 
manner required the [Smyths] to deliver [up] the Indenture of sale and the deeds specified and to 
declare … what estate they have in the premises and what interest any other person hath and to 
declare why they gave out the speeches & reports, and to desist from their practices & 
proceedings’.  But they refused, ‘contrary to all right and good conscience & to the slander & 
prejudice of [Hicks] and his Title to the premises’.   

So what was behind all this?  And why did it take from 1609 and Hicks’s acquisition of the Manor to 
1620 when he finally paid the purchase price?  Part of this was undoubtedly, to quote Shakespeare 
again, ‘the law’s delay’;  but there were other reasons.  Jarrett claims that his letter was written not 
only to try to ‘free himself from the oppression and wrong … and therein cause [Hicks] to relent 
and be sorry for the wrong he had done’ but also to prick Hicks’s conscience for the wrong he had 
done to others.  On the other side, witnesses mostly gave testimonies in Hicks’s favour, giving 
evidence that Jarrett himself was argumentative, aggressive and always causing trouble. 

                                                             
1
  It is his tomb in St James’s church, Campden, next to the altar; he died at Ocle in Herefordshire.     

2
  Campden:  a New History, CADHAS, 2005.  See pp 63 ff & pp71 ff 
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The Jarrett brothers – Anthony, Augustine and Richard - must have been closely associated with 
the Smyth family, as they were involved in the long-running law suit between the Smyths and 
Hicks.  The Jarrett family held manorial land for life as copyholders3.  Richard Jarrett was a dyer, as 
was Anthony Jarrett and Augustine is described as a maltster.  All three are mentioned in the list of 
men able to bear arms compiled in 1608 and quoted in full in Rushen4.  Augustine is said to be aged 
about 20, of middle stature, fit to be a musketeer;  Richard and Anthony are aged about 40, of 
mean stature and fit to be musketeers.   

Augustine Jarrett seems to have been a rather unpleasant, argumentative and vicious man.  
Several of the witnesses, or deponents as they are called, in the libel case testify to this:  Anthony 
Bloxom describes him as ‘a quarreller and fighter’ much given to going to alehouses – although as 
a maltster, that is hardly surprising.  Bloxom says that Jarrett had been known to ‘strike, beat and 
kick one William Boulton and one Henrie Bell of which beating the said Bell had like to have lost his 
life’.  Thomas Bason, alias Butcher, reported that Jarrett ‘liveth upon the use and interest of his 
money’ and further that ‘he hath quarrelled with divers persons at several tymes’ and even sued his 
own father-in-law, one Robert Nutting, for money owed.  Another man, Thomas Jefferson, said 
that ‘the defendant [Jarrett] liveth upon usury and forfeitures of bonds’ and for proof gives the 
instance when he, Jefferson, was a surety for Nutting, Jarrett’s father-in-law, in a bond of £16, ‘and 
though the defendant hath recovered £15, the principal debt being but £8 12s yet he refuseth to deliver 
up the said bond and doth put this deponent to sue for the sum’, this in spite of the fact that Nutting 
had already repaid £5 as part of the same bond.  Jefferson also claimed that Jarrett ‘is given to 
quarrelling and struck him this deponent and one John Jencks the Elder and hath heard one John 
Taylor and one John Mosley and one Brownsword complain that the defendant hath oppressed them 
and undone them by taking excessive use by taking 40 marks5 for 40 shillings as he hath heard the said 
Brownsword say.’  Indeed, William Brownsword of Hidcote ‘aged fourscore or thereabouts’ 
testified to the truth of the proposition put to him that Augustine Jarrett was ‘one that taketh 
extreme forfeitures and advantages against pore persons and of how many several persons hath he 
exacted forfeiture of bonds …’ 

For his part Augustine Jarrett claimed that, ‘The said Complainant [Sir Baptist Hicks] hath much 
maligned and maliced [him] and his said brother Anthony Jarrett and hath oftentimes in very furious 
and invective manner showed his malicious disposition towards them by many foul words and 
intolerable terms as [Hicks] hath often called this Defendant proud rascal and knave and base fellow 
with many suchlike scandalous and ignominious terms, which this Defendant did never deserve at his 
hands and beside two of the servants of [Hicks] did by [his] Commandment (as this Defendant verily 
thinketh) violently with weapons drawn assault this Defendant and struck him on the face in the open 
street at or near his own door in Campden aforesaid’.   

Augustine’s brother, Anthony, confirmed this in his deposition on his brother’s behalf, ‘Aboute 
Bartholmew’s tyde6 two years [ago] one Anthony Elcocke one of the Chefiste servants in those partes 
to the said Sir Baptist Hicks did in the streete at Campden assault the said Defendant and driven his 
dagger and struck at him and gave him then many wylde speeches calling him Rascall base fellowe and 
other suche like babyling Speeches And this deponent further saith … the said Sir Baptist Hicks did 
revill against the Defendant calling him Rascall, knave and saying he would ridd the counterie of the 
said defendant or words to that effect and told this Deponent that he was a Rascall, knave.’  
According to Ruth Goodman7, to call someone a knave during the early 1600s was to accuse him of 
being boorish, probably criminal and utterly worthless and also demeaned his social standing.   

                                                             
3
  Copyholder tenants held their land by right of a title entered in the manor court rolls, a copy of which was 

given to them: hence copyholder. 
4
  Percy Rushen:  History of Campden, 1911, pp 45-47. 

5
  A mark was worth approximately 13s 4d. or 2/3 of a pound: 20s in a pound. 

6
  August 24th 

7
  In “How to Behave Badly in Renaissance Britain” 
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Sadly, as yet, I have found few biographical details about Augustine;  there appears to be no Will 
and although we know that his father-in-law was Robert Nutting, I cannot find the name of his wife 
or if there were any children.  If he was in his 20s in 1608, then he could have been in his early 30s 
by 1616.  His brothers Anthony and Richard both left Wills, but although they had sons named 
Augustine, there is no mention of a brother of that name.  If he was such an argumentative, violent 
man, it is always possible that he came to a sticky end! 

Richard Jarrett is also a somewhat sketchy character, but at least there is a Will, proved in 1633.  
When he died he left a widow, Edith, and nine children.  To Christopher his eldest son he left all his 
‘free lands’ in Chipping Campden and the sum of £100 to be paid when he reached 21 years.  He also 
gave him ‘one silver salt, part of it gilded, and one moiety of my close held by lease of Lord 
Viscount Campden’.  He gave £120, a silver bowl and feather bed and bedstead to his eldest 
daughter Clemens and £100 each to his other children, Judith, Mary, Perkins, Margaret, Richard, 
Augustine and Elizabeth – all children were under 21 years of age when he died, because the legacy 
is to be paid when they ‘shall accomplish the age of 21 years’.  Baptism records for Mary (16th June 
1622) and Perkins (5th May 1624) show they were aged 11 and 9 respectively when their father died.  
Rather touchingly, he requests that ‘my said children shall be maintained with sufficient meat drink 
and cloth and all things necessary by my Executrix [his widow, Edith] until the time that their 
portions are due to be paid.’  He leaves nothing to his wife apart from ‘the rest of my goods 
unbequeathed.’  Perhaps he did not trust Edith to look after his property or his children.  If the list 
of men able to bear arms is correct and Richard was in his 40s in 1608, then he must have been at 
least 65 when he died.   

When it comes to Richard Jarrett’s testimony in the libel case, he says he holds ‘A Copyhold in 
reversion and now in possession in the right of his mother of the yearly value of £5 and holden of the 
Complainant [Sir Baptist Hicks] and a tenement and other land which he holdeth of the Complainant 
and sayeth that the Complainant neither by himself or any other ever desired to purchase his estate, 
nor doth he know that the Complainant had any purpose to purchase any other mans estate to the 
end to depopulate the town.’   

He also says that Sir Baptist Hicks ‘About fower years synce [i.e. 1612] sent for [him] … with some 
other of the tenants of Berrington and Campden, [and] moved them to consent to enclose the 
Common fields and ... asked them if they were willing and appointed Elcocke his man to sett downe 
their names to which question this deponent answered that they were willing upon such reasonable 
conditions that should give them contente unto which the said Complainant replied saying god 
forbydd els, And Further saythe that he this deponent hearde his brother Anthony Jarrett saye, he 
would nott Consent to the saide enclosure.’ 

Hicks’s proposal to enclose common land is a significant reason for the dispute.  Enclosure of 
common land was a practice that had been increasingly popular with landlords since Elizabeth’s 
reign, known as ‘depopulating enclosure’ whereby land which had been in arable production was 
put down to pasture for animals.  It was believed that this caused migration away from rural areas 
to towns and cities, depopulating the countryside.  Several contemporary writers8 inveighed 
against this practice, claiming that landlords were abusing their tenants in order to further enrich 
themselves.  Part of Augustine Jarrett’s defence was that Hicks wanted to purchase all the 
copyhold lands within the Manor of Campden, dispossess the copyholders and enclose the land, 
which had always been arable, and convert to pasture for his own profit.  A number of the 
witnesses in the libel case gave evidence about the enclosure and Hicks’s reputation locally as 
landlord and lord of the manor.  William Damporte said ‘I hold one yard land from Sir Baptist Hicks 
and at no time has either he, or anyone on his behalf, approach me to purchase my land in order to 
depopulate the town.  Neither did Sir Baptist try to enclose the land unless it was to the benefit of the 

                                                             
8
  Philip Stubbes:  Anatomy of Abuses (1582), William Harrison: Description of England (1587) and William Vaughan: The 

Golden Grove (1600) 



17 
 

tenants.’  Thomas Jefferson said:  ‘Since he [Hicks] purchased the manor of Campden [he] did seal 
and make this deponent an estate for three lives, three quarters land worth 20 nobles by year … and 
doth acknowledge that the Complainant [Hicks] dealt very well and worshipfully with him, in that he 
this deponent also held one meadow which also the Complainant granted and confirmed unto him 
without any Consideration.’ 

And finally, Richard Coleman ‘holds one yard of land from the Complainant [Hicks] of the yearly value 
of £12 or thereabouts;  neither for the Com[plainant] nor any other did ever move him the deponent 
for the purchase of his estate and said that he doth not know that [Hicks] was ever about to purchase 
his or any other mans [sic] estate.’ 

The third brother (but possibly the eldest), Anthony Jarrett, was a significant landholder in his own 
right, with land in Campden, Berrington, Westington, Broad Campden, but also a little further afield 
in Evesham, Bengeworth and Harvington.  He is described as a ‘subsidy man’ in the Men at Arms 
list, i.e. someone who was prosperous enough to contribute to the ‘subsidy’, or parliamentary 
taxes.  There is more to be investigated here, but certainly Anthony Jarrett was in dispute with 
Hicks regarding a messuage and lands in Broad Campden.  In June 1610 he sold ‘two messuages, 
two gardens and lands to the same belonging, called James Place in Broad Campden’ to Hicks and 
in September 1610 there is a further ‘Bargain and Sale with Feoffment’ of four leys (pasture) in 
Westington and Berrington for the consideration of £21.  But there must have been a problem with 
the transfer of the land in Broad Campden, because Anthony Jarrett brought a case against Hicks, 
dealt with in the Court of Chancery.  There was also an issue about Sir Baptist Hicks exacting ‘the 
penalty and forfeiture of a bond of an hundred pounds of Anthony Jarrett, for not tendering of 
fifty shillings’ which was also dealt with in the Court of Chancery and is mentioned in Augustine 
Jarrett’s contentious letter to Hicks.  And then there was Jarrett’s support for the Smyths over 
possession and ownership of the manor of Campden.  The disputes rumbled on and on:  one 
Tristram Warne declared to the Court in the libel case that he had met the two brothers at Stow 
Fair at Michaelmas (29th September) 1617 when Anthony Jarrett demanded of him what Chief Rent 
he had collected.  Warne replied that he had paid it in to Sir Baptist Hicks to which Anthony Jarrett 
said that Warne ‘and the rest of the Bailiffs and Magistrates of Campden are a company of base 
drunken tosspot knaves’, and that ‘they had given away the towns right to a churl, and further said By 
gods precious wounds and blood he scorned to dwell amongst such a base company and would sell all 
he had and be gone from amongst them.’ 

Apparently Jarrett was as good as his word and did leave Campden;  in his depositions Anthony 
Jarrett is described as being ‘late of Campden’ and ‘of Aldington’ in his Will of 1635.  Perhaps he 
moved away from Campden as a result of the legal wrangling with Sir Baptist Hicks.  In January 
1618 Hicks, as rector of the impropriate9 church of Chipping Campden, made a claim against 
Anthony Jarrett for non-payment of tithes;  finally, Anthony Jarrett was one of the defendants in 
the 1627 case brought by Hicks and others against the Trustees of the Grammar School concerning 
the misappropriation of funds which were supposed to pay for a schoolmaster. 

It is difficult to know where the whole truth of this complex matter lies – and, indeed, so far, I have 
been unable to discover the outcome of the libel case – but it would not be unknown for someone 
like Hicks to buy property, want to make changes which affected the local population and then 
make significant gifts and grants to buy himself into favour.  The more charitable view is that Hicks 
was genuine in his wish to improve the lot of people in Campden by building the Almshouse, the 
Market Hall, supporting the church and making provision for poor people in his will.   

But what of this libellous letter?  You will have to wait for my next article to find out!  

                                                             
9
  Where the tithes or church/ecclesiastical property was in lay hands, rather than the Ecclesiastical authorities. 
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Freda Rosemary Elinor Turner – Farewell  
16th March 1928 – 1st January 2019 

Carol Jackson 

Rosemary Turner retired to Campden in about 1993 after a long academic career at Manchester 
University.  Her subject was German Medieval Studies, having studied German at Royal Holloway 
College and Kings College in the 1940s.  She vividly remembered the time she spent in Germany at 
this time, which was in very early stages of recovery after the WWII, when food and heating was 
short.  She was very young when appointed lecturer at Manchester University and this was on the 
basis of an outstanding M.A. thesis and interview. 

After their retirements, Rosemary and her unmarried younger anaesthetist and 3 wheel vintage car 
enthusiast brother, Bill Wallbank, moved to Chipping Campden.  In c.1993, they bought Covenant 
House, the renamed old vicarage, when the Diocese was selling it, the Vicarage having been 
relocated to the smaller renovated adjacent stable block before this.  Rosemary soon became a 
member of both the Campden and History Societies, joining the CADHAS committee in April 1996 
and becoming fully involved with many of the Society’s projects.  We remember in December 1996 
Rosemary with Tony Saunders set the local Victorian history scene and presented an interesting 
Victorian Christmas Evening with a visiting Lantern Slide Show.   

In April 1997 Rosemary succeeded Frank Johnson as the society’s Librarian and Archivist.  In her 
period of office, the cataloguing, use and number of archives expanded considerably.  At this time 
they were stored at Montrose, a member’s house [Joan Atkins] in the High St, where every 
Wednesday morning, Rosemary attended to receive or help enquirers.  Eventually in 2003 an 
Archive Room was established in Old Police Station and in 2005 Olivia Amphlett succeeded her, 
after Rosemary’s magnificent 12 years as the Society’s dedicated and knowledgeable archivist.   

On coming to Campden, Rosemary had immediately become interested in the history of the town, 
the Noel family, the structure of and people connected with her house.  This involved much 
research and on February 15th 2007 Rosemary gave a talk to CCHS about the old vicarage.  Her 
findings were published in 2013 in small booklet entitled The Old Vicarage, Chipping Campden, ref. 
2013/065/Bk Box C19.  We also remember Rosemary’s interest and care in her garden, which was 
thought to have been originally laid out by Sir Joseph Paxton. 

In 2006 Rosemary took over from Jill Wilson as Curator of St James’s Church Muniment Room 
officiating until June 2013, when Jenny Aylen succeeded.  This was a period when building work to 
the Muniment Room had to be undertaken and for several years many of the archives were stored 
at Covenant House in boxes under Rosemary’s care until they could be returned and the room 
reopened to visitors.  Rosemary was also a member of the PCC at this time. 

In 2008 Freddie Law-Turner, Rosemary’s daughter, gave a talk to CCHS about her specialist field, 
Illuminated Psalters, with a particular focus on the Evesham Psalter.  In 2010 Rosemary was also 
part of a varied group of German speakers, both members and non-members, who worked over a 
full year, translating a most fascinating diary of Klaus Behr, a German Prisoner of War at Spring Hill, 
Camp 182 from 1944 to 1948, which had come to CCHS’s possession through a query and 
subsequent correspondence with his descendants. 

Rosemary happily celebrated her 90th birthday in March 2018, but CCHS members and their 
Campden friends were shocked and saddened to hear of Rosemary and Bill’s instantaneous death 
in a car accident on New Year’s day 2019.   

We shall remember Rosemary for her significant contribution to the foundation of the CCHS 
archive collection. 
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CCHS Annual Report 2018 

This has been an extraordinary year for the Society which has seen the successful completion of 
the National Heritage Lottery funded Old Campden House project and the publication of the 
associated book, The Howse which was so Faire.  

The project was conceived over four years ago and was delivered through the skills, hard work and 
commitment of Members over the past two years.  The book reflects the range and depth of 
knowledge gained about Baptist Hicks, his house and its gardens and it will grace any book shelf. 

The Society was invited to mark National Heritage Open Days by providing an insight into the 
history of Old Campden House and gardens with some examples of Jacobean life on a weekend in 
September.  Once again, the planning and carefully delivered outcomes resulted in hugely 
successful days enjoyed in good weather by approximately 2000 visitors. 

These achievements together delivered a key objective in our Constitution, ‘to advance the 
education of the general public 
in the history and archaeology of 
Chipping Campden’. 

Right:  A coffee morning discussion 
about the route of the water supply 
to Old Campden House. 

It is a great pleasure to report 
that Chipping Campden School 
accepted the Society’s offer to 
endow an annual prize for an 
essay on a topic of local historic 
interest.  Announced last month, 
it will be known as the Jill Wilson 
Local History Prize, in memory of 
someone who did so much for 
our Society. 

Finances  
Accounting for the Heritage Lottery Fund Grant referred to in last year’s report has now been 
satisfactorily signed off. 

The underlying financial position of the Society is very healthy;  this year we have a surplus of 
£4,312 against a figure of £1,696 for the previous year.  Significant factors in this outcome are 
buoyant sales of books together with revenues arising from sale of teas on the Open Weekend.  
Financial reserves now stand at just under £21,000. 

The Treasurer’s recommendation is that subscription levels should remain unchanged for a further 
year. 

Membership 
Our membership now totals 253, which includes a most welcome figure of 26 new members, offset 
by 18 who have not renewed for a variety of reasons.  The Committee is conscious of the loyalty of 
our members and will always focus on delivering on your expectations of the Society. 

Programme of Talks  
Attendances have been at a consistently high level throughout the year with a wide range of topics 
covered, as illustrated by the following examples:  
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Our President, Professor Christopher Dyer, spoke on the movement of people in Campden and 
district in the Middle Ages, providing an informative insight into influences in the early 
development of the Town as we know it. 

‘I remember Adlestrop’ proved to 
be a light hearted, yet nostalgic 
look at Gloucestershire’s railways 
and the changes they went 
through, even before Dr 
Beeching came on the scene.  

Left:  Campden railway station 

‘Ghastly Gardening, Horticultures 
Horrible History’ informed us that 
behind many of the grand 
gardens on the large estates, 
there were frequently clearances 
of houses and communities seen 

to detract from the landscape, which resulted in considerable misery and hardship for those 
affected. 

And having relocated temporarily for the January meeting, the Court Room was overflowing for 
the report from Daniel Saussins on the recent Mickleton excavation and Roman finds.   

The programme for the year ahead is already in place and promises to be as varied, informative and 
enjoyable as we have come to expect.  

Publications  
September saw the publication of The Howse which was so Faire, written and edited by four 
Members of the Society;  it has been extremely well received by academics and by members of the 
public alike.  It continues to sell well in Court Barn Museum and the Information Centre and by 
direct sales arising from our website.  All of these outlets also provide a source of sales revenue 
from our longer established publications. 

Old Campden House Project  
As referred to earlier, this project was very successfully brought to a conclusion with the book 
launch and the wonderful Open Days in September. 

However, due to the interest of Members in specific topics prompted by the Project, including 
Jacobean clothing and food and the spring water supply that Baptist Hicks provided for his 
Mansion and the Almshouses, investigative work will continue in 2019 in the form of mini projects.  
It can be seen as ‘tying up loose ends’. 

Archives 
The main contribution to the Archives came at the very end of the year, sadly as the consequence 
of the death of one of our Vice–Presidents.  Jill Wilsons’s extensive research over many years 
resulted in a host of documents in files and on computer which are now in the process of being 
appraised and where appropriate accessed to the Archive catalogue.  It is proving to be rewarding 
and reminds us once again how much she contributed to our knowledge of the Town.  Articles by 
Jill, written in her own amusing style, will be added to our website and will also be archived for 
future research. 

Earlier in the year we were visited by Julia O’Connell, an artist commissioned by Gloucestershire 
Archives to design a textile wall hanging as part of the refurbishment of the building to be known 
now as the Gloucestershire Heritage Hub.  The history of the North Cotswolds was specified to be 
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reflected in the final design in some manner.  To 
that end Julia spoke with a group of members here 
and spent time examining Archive material, before 
going on to visit Blockley.  It was gratifying to learn 
subsequently, that she used a Constance Sparling 
drawing in one of the five hangings in the Hub’s 
training room.  

 

Right:  Wall hanging, sketch by Constance Sparling, 
screen printed with additional embroidered motifs 

Some years ago a group of members 
photographed all the Campden wills held in the 
Gloucestershire Archives with a view to 
transcribing them for research purposes.  After a 
good start, momentum was lost due to the 
difficulty of reading early handwriting.  A fresh 
start has now been made, commencing with 19th 
century wills which are much easier to read;  
original documents are now on Ancestry which will 
assist interpretation of the photographed version 
where necessary.  In due course the list of 
transcriptions will be posted on the website, to assist research. 

Queries  
Archive Room volunteers responded to 91 enquiries in the year 2018, a reduction of 15 from 2017;  
fluctuations of this extent from year to year are not unknown.  Family history questions accounted 
almost half of the contacts with questions concerning houses, specific locations, well-known local 
people and general history accounting for the balance. 

Most of the enquiries originated from the UK including from professional researchers, writers or 
house buyers;  on occasions donations are made to our funds by way of thanks and sometimes an 
enquiry can lead to an interesting article for Signpost, our twice yearly research journal. Overseas 
members receive their copies via email and in due course each issue appears on our website. 

The Editor will always welcome articles for Signpost, so do keep that in mind, should you be 
carrying out some research. 

Many thanks go to all those who answer queries, transcribe, digitise and catalogue the range of 
material in the Archive which is invaluable in so many ways. 

Members’ Section of the CCHS Website  
A password-protected section of the CCHS website (www.chippingcampdenhistory.org.uk) has 
been set up for CCHS members.  This will hold source material such as old Parish Registers, Census 
information and Wills.  It can also be used for other information exclusive to members.  If you wish 
to sign up for access, please send an email to enquiries@chippingcampdenhistory.org.uk and, 
after checking that you are a current member, Mary Fielding, CCHS Website administrator, will add 
you to the list of users.  You will receive an email asking you to create your own log-in password. 

CCHS Mailing List 
Mary Fielding is also responsible for sending out the monthly email to remind members about 
forthcoming talks and send other CCHS information.  If you do not want to receive these, you can 
‘unsubscribe’ by clicking on the link at the bottom of the email, but bear in mind that you will not 
be able to re-subscribe afterwards using the same email address.  Your details are also deleted if 
you do not renew your membership, which due for the year ahead after the AGM.  

http://www.chippingcampdenhistory.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@chippingcampdenhistory.org.uk
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Family History Group  
Attendances at these meetings have increased over previous years due to the range of topics 
which have generated interest, augmented by contributions of memories and anecdotes from 
Members.  Water featured in two talks;  the first, with shocking photographs of the flooding of 
Park Road and the High Street and earlier pictures of the culverting of Scuttlebrook to reduce 
flood risks.  The other water themed talk concerned the efforts to trace the line of the supply pipe 

from Conduit House to Old 
Campden House. 

Left:  Laying new pipes in Calf 
Lane to take the Scuttlebrook 

A talk entitled A Scandal –
or a Love Story created 
much interest.  It was 
prompted by the papers 
received from the Griffith’s 
descendants of Bedfont 
House and revealed how 
social attitudes have 
dramatically changed in 
modern times. 

The talk on Women’s 
Suffrage served to remind 

how much reliance there was on women’s role, for example, in the armaments industry during the 
Great War, and yet the right to vote was withheld for them until 1928.  

For remaining meetings of the 2018-19 season, see page 13. 
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