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   KS2 Curriculum points:  Local history study  

v Extending chronological knowledge of British history beyond 1066 
v Significant events, people and places in the locality from beyond 1066  
v Looking at a range of sources to construct knowledge of our history  

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TIMELINE  
Important events, people and places 1600-1699 

 

Before 

1600 

Chipping Campden grew as a busy, country market with many craftsmen, tradesmen, 

farmers and merchants selling their goods and providing jobs. 
 

During the late 1300s, the town became very rich because of the wool trade.  The 

long-haired fleeces of the Cotswold lion sheep sold to Europe for lots of money. This 

wealth paid for St. James’ church, famous as one of England’s finest ‘wool churches’. 

 

1600s The wool trade declines but the town continues to hold the weekly Wednesday market 

of farm goods plus four larger markets per year that sell more luxury items e.g. ribbons. 

 

1603 The Queen, Elizabeth I dies. James I of England is crowned.  Baptist Hicks, a wealthy 

London silk merchant supplies the cloth for the King’s Coronation. This cloth costs 

£16,000 = over £3 million in today’s money. Baptist Hicks is knighted. 

 

1609 Sir Baptist Hicks buys the manor of Chipping Campden from Anthony Smyth.  He has 

also become a moneylender to the Royal Court and is now one of the wealthiest men 

in Britain. 

 

1612 A very important year for Chipping Campden! 

Sir Baptist is keen to show off his wealth.  He begins to build a grand manor house next 

to St. James’ church, using the latest Jacobean designs and best quality local stone.   

It takes about 8 years to build and employs many craftsmen from abroad and locally.  
 

Extensive formal gardens are created including a water parterre, pleasure boating 

canal and planted parterre in the form of the recently created Union Jack flag. Is he 

hoping to impress James I? 
 

Sir Baptist has 12 Almshouses built near his manor house, to provide housing and a 

pension for 6 poor women and 6 poor men of the Parish. He also builds the Conduit 

House, (still on Westington Hill today), to collect and supply fresh spring water to his 

house and the almshouses. This is an expensive luxury. 
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May 

1612 

 

Local lawyer Robert Dover establishes the Cotswold Olimpiks or Dover’s Games.  

Cannons are fired from a wooden castle and sports including shin kicking, wrestling 

and fencing with cudgels take place on Dover’s Hill. People attend from miles around 

to spectate, dance and feast. 

 

1625 The Old Grammar School is built in the High Street to house Campden Grammar 

School (founded in c.1440). It is thought Sir Baptist Hicks paid for it. 
 

Charles I is crowned. He demands many taxes to be paid by the people, without 

Parliament’s agreement and begins to become unpopular. 

 

1627 The Market Hall is built as a gift to the town by Sir Baptist Hicks. It bears his coat of arms 

with the motto ‘Nondum Metam’ (Latin for ‘I have not yet reached my goal’). 

 

1628  Sir Baptist is made Viscount Campden. 

 

1629 Sir Baptist Hicks dies and is buried in a grand tomb in St. James’ church.  By special 

permission his daughter Lady Juliana inherits and her husband Lord Edward Noel 

becomes Lord of the Manor of Campden. 

 

1636 Campden is devastated by the Plague (Black Death). 

 

1642 Charles I and Parliament cannot settle their differences peacefully.  

The English Civil War begins. Lord Edward Noel raises troops in Campden for the King.  

These supporters are known as Royalists or Cavaliers. They oppose the 

Parliamentarians, sometimes called Roundheads. 

 

1643 August – Royalist troops arrive in Campden needing food and housing. Ordinary 

soldiers stay with the townsfolk, officers are housed at Campden House. 

 

1644 Parliamentarian troops seize Campden, killing or taking prisoner many Royalist soldiers 

in the town, but by the end of the year it is once again under Royalist control.  The 

King’s nephew Prince Rupert orders that Campden House is fortified to provide a 

strong base for Royalist troops. 
 

Dover’s Games cancelled due to the war. 
 

By December, it is reported that a famine is feared in Campden – months of both 

armies foraging in the area has had a terrible impact on the town and its people. 
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1645 

 

9 May – Prince Rupert, accompanying the King and his army towards Evesham, gives 

orders that Campden House is to be set on fire to stop the enemy from using it. When 

they arrive, the Parliamentarians find it is already well on fire. The Royalist troops march 

over Broadway Hill by the light of the house, which burns throughout the night. 

 

June – The Parliamentary commander-in-chief, Lord Fairfax and 11,500 soldiers march 

into Campden for one night. Extra provisions have to be sent from Stratford. 

 

7 Sept. – Possible that Charles I passes through Campden on his way to Hereford.  

 

1646 March – Parliamentarians refuel in Campden for the last time, whilst on Dover’s Hill, 

some of them watch weary Royalists troops trudge up Broadway Hill. The next day, the 

Royalists are defeated at Stow-on-the-Wold.  This is the last battle of this phase of the 

English Civil War. Campden begins to recover from 4 years of conflict and hardship.  

 

1649 30 January – Charles I is executed in London for treason.  England has no monarch, but 

is led by the Lord Protector, Oliver Cromwell. 

 

1651 After defeat at the Battle of Worcester, Charles II passes through Campden while 

escaping in disguise as a servant. Legend has it that he is nearly thrown into the town 

lock-up for making a rude remark to a local farmer! 

 

1660 ‘The Campden Wonder’.  Lady Juliana’s steward William Harrison disappears. His 

servant and two relatives are hanged for his murder. 

 

1662 William Harrison returns to Campden with a tale of robbery, kidnap and escape. He 

had not been murdered after all! 

 

1669 Izod’s Post or the Cross Hands is erected at the top of Westington Hill. Four arms made 

of metal, point the way to Gloster, Oxford, Woster and Warwick (spellings at the time), 

giving directions and distances to help travellers. It is one of the earliest known 

fingerposts in England. [The original remained in place until the 1980s. It has since been 

replaced by a wooden post]. 

 

Later 

1600s 

Campden settles into a period of recovery and development as a busy market town. 

Many of the timber-framed wattle and daub houses and shop fronts in the High Street 

are faced (covered) with Cotswold stone. Some of it comes from the ruins of old 

Campden House and has turned pink because of being in the fire.  Thatches begin to 

be replaced with tile-stone roofs, using stone from the local quarries. 
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Construct a Timeline 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Enlarge the A4 template to A3, landscape format. 
• Use the Fact File Timeline to fill in the missing dates below for events that happened. 
• Cut out the boxes, unscramble and stick above and below the two lines in date order.  
• The top line starts with ‘Elizabeth I dies’.   
• The bottom line starts with ‘Campden is devastated by Plague.’ 

 Example: 
 

 
 

 
____________ 

 
England’s Queen, 

Elizabeth I dies. 

 
____________ 

 
Campden is 

devastated by 
Plague. 

 

 
____________ 

 
‘The Campden 

Wonder’. 
 

 
____________ 

 
Baptist Hicks buys the 
Manor of Campden. 

 

 
____________ 

 
Charles II travels 

through Campden. 
 

 
____________ 

 
The Market Hall  

is built. 
 

 
____________ 

 
Campden House is set 

on fire. 
 
 

 
____________ 

 
The English Civil War 

begins. 
 

 
____________ 

 
Sir Baptist Hicks  

builds Campden 
House & Gardens. 

 

 
____________ 

 
Royalist troops first 

arrive in Campden to 
be fed and housed. 

 

 
____________ 

 
Izod’s Post is erected 

at the top of 
Westington Hill. 

 

 
____________ 

 
The Dover’s Games 

are cancelled 
because of the war. 

 
 

____________ 
 

Sir Baptist Hicks dies. 
 

 
____________ 

 
The Almshouses  

are built. 
 

 
____________ 

 
The Dover’s Games 

first take place. 
 

 
____________ 

 
Parliamentarians refuel 

in Campden for the 
last time. 

 
 

____________ 
 

James I is crowned.  
Baptist Hicks is 

knighted. 
 

 
____________ 

 
The Conduit House is 
built to collect fresh 

spring water.  

 
____________ 

 
Charles I is executed. 

 

 
____________ 

 
The Grammar School is 

built in the High St. 
Charles I crowned. 

 
    TOP TIPS - lay all the squares out before you glue to make sure the order is correct. 
  - 1612 is a busy year – just place the four events one after the other.  

1603 

1612 1627 

1612 1625 1629 

1609 1603 


