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BEDFONT HOUSE, HIGH STREET, CHIPPING CAMPDEN 
 
House names as we know them today were not given to houses in Campden until around 
the turn of the 20th century. Many houses were known by the families who had lived in 
them, some centuries before. With the opening of the station in 1853 and the growth of the 
postal services there came a need for change. The house has no name in early censuses. 
 
It was built in the 1740s for one Thomas Cotterell of Saintbury. Little is known of this family 
before they came to Campden. The old churchyard in Saintbury is fairly overgrown and the 
gravestones have suffered badly over the years, now mostly unreadable. No Cotterell 
graves could be found apart from one near the east end of the Church which needed a 
great deal of imagination to make out the name. 
Inside the church, however, there is a grave in the floor near the pulpit, of the grandmother 
of Thomas who was to build his house in Campden: 
 
Here Lyeth the Body of Hannah Cotterell Daughter of John Loggin of Marston Sicca in The 
Countey of Gloucester Gent and Wife of Thomas Cotterell who Departed this Life 
December the 1 Anno Domini 1690 And in the 36th Year of her age in certain Hopes of 
joyfull resurrection 
 
Marston Sicca is an old name for Long Marston and the parish church of Long Marston is 
known today as St James the Great, Marston Sicca. Hannah died in 1690 but she had only 
married in July 1688. 
The Cotterells seem to have made their money from the law and land. 
Thomas Cotterell was born in Saintbury in 1710, the son of Edward Cotterell and Alice nee 
Foster. In 1734 he married Elizabeth Stokes, daughter of John Stokes MD of Campden at 
Condicote. Elizabeth was a great great granddaughter of Robert Dover. 
 
In the 1740s the house was built for Thomas by Thomas Woodward. 
In 1719 the Campden stonemason Thomas Woodward leased Westington Quarries at the 
top of Westington Hill. A Thomas Woodward appears as early as 1697 in the 
Churchwardens' Accounts.  
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The Woodward family were not just masons and builders but today would be considered 
architects as well. By the 1740s classical motifs were becoming fashionable. After studies 
by travellers to such places as Palmyra in Syria books of classical design were published 
which were seized upon by designers and architects and the fashion for classical 
architecture spread around the country. In Campden 18th century porches and canopies, 
carved details and Ionic and Corinthian capitals can probably be credited to the Woodward 
family whose sons followed into the family business. 
 
Norton Hall, now known as Burnt Norton, was built in the early part of the 18th century and 
was burnt down in 1741. Christopher Whitfield in his book on Campden written in the 
1950s, referring to the Cotterells' house (p. 51) states: 'It is a local tradition that the stone 
ornaments of this house were looted from the ruins of Burnt Norton after the fire of 1741.'  
 
Thomas and Elizabeth had 4 children, Edward, born in 1745, and 3 daughters, Alice, 
Catherine and Elizabeth. In 1772 Edward, aged 27, married Eleanor Utricia Freeman, aged 
18, of Laverton, in Campden. They were to have 10 children. 
Edward's father, Thomas, died in 1779 leaving the Cotterells' house to his wife Elizabeth 
and daughters Alice and Catherine for Elizabeth's lifetime and thence to his son Edward. 
Alice, Catherine and daughter Elizabeth had other properties settled on them. Elizabeth 
was left land at Brick Street near Hyde Park Corner in London. 
 
Edward and later his son George left a large archive of legal papers now held in Gloucester 
Archives, of the day-to-day running of affairs in Campden and their work as Attorneys-at-
Law and Stewards of the Manors for the Noels, Lord Fortescue at Ebrington and agents for 
the Cannings at Foxcote, Ilmington. 
 
In 1785 Eleanor Utricia died aged 31 leaving 9 small children aged 0-12 (one child 
predeceased her). It is probable she died as a result of childbirth as Eleanor's funeral was 
on the same day as the baptism of her last child, Mary. She had had 10 children in her 13 
years of marriage.  
 
As his mother Elizabeth was still alive and living in the Cotterells' house, the following year, 
1786, Edward now aged 41 and the father of nine children bought what is now Woolstaplers 
Hall and House from Richard Hands. These buildings were known from then until the turn of 
the 20th century as ‘The Hands’. The conveyance was found in the suitcase of Griffith 
papers donated to the Archive Room by a Griffiths descendant in September 2015.  The 
following year 1787 Elizabeth died and the Cotterells' house passed to Edward; it is 
probable that at some time Edward's family moved in. 
 
By 1812, when Edward wrote his will, he had land and property in Chipping Campden, 
Broad Campden, Admington, Quinton, Saintbury, Hidcote, Laverton and Stanton. But by 
this time family affairs seem to have been falling apart. The remaining seven offspring of 
the next generation were now aged 27-38. Mrs. Claire Gabb (nee Cotterell) in the 1970s 
described Edward's sons to Jack Nelson (who was writing two books on landholdings in 
Chipping Campden and Broad Campden) as 'a wild gambling lot'. From this point the family 
seems to have gone from Riches to Rags in three generations! Certainly Edward's will of 
1812 refers to a bond having been taken out the year before by son Edward Stokes for 
£4,000 'in those distressing times' which needs repaying. Considering that The Gables in 
the High Street was bought by son William 12 years later for £231, £4,000 was an 
enormous sum. 
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Edward died in 1813 leaving 4 sons and 3 daughters. His house was left to George, Robert, 
William, Elizabeth and Mary. (Edward Stokes was probably repaying his debts and 
daughter Lucy was catered for in the wills of two of her aunts.) 
 
 

 
 
William and his family lived in The Gables, High Street. He and his brother George were 
jointly left Edward's allotment of land from the Campden Inclosure Award of 1800. This was 
two farms, 69.5 acres of what is now part of Briar Hill Farm in Broad Campden and the 
other 70 acres which is now Lapstone Farm. As George took over his father's business as 
Attorney-at-Law, William seems to have run both farms as he was left all stock, crops and 
implements etc. Brother George died 8 years later in 1821 as a bachelor leaving £200. 
 
Ten years after his father's death, in 1823 William, now aged 42, married Mary Andrews of 
Blockley aged 29, in St. Marylebone, Middlesex. They were to have two sons Charles 
Freeman and William Dover. That year William bought The Gables for £231 and lived there. 
This house had been remodelled c.l774 from a Tudor frontage. (Was the porch canopy one 
of those done by the Woodward family?) 
The same year - 1823 - William sold Tomes' Quarry on Lapstone Farm to William and 
Thomas Freeman of Campden and then Lapstone Farm itself for a further £1500 to William 
Holmes of Westington who built the farmhouse on it. The next year, 1824, he inherited 
Hidcote land and property from his brother Robert. 
An 1825 map of Broad Campden shows William's landholding (part of the present Briar Hill 
Farm) but later amended to 'Griffiths'. We do not know the date of this sale. 
In 1829 William mortgaged The Gables for £150 @ 5%pa. 
He had been active in Campden town affairs, being elected Bailiff in 1817,1824 and 1830, 
churchwarden 1824/25/26 and a trustee of the Grammar School in 1829. 
An apocryphal tale has it that the Cotterell house (now known as Bedfont) was lost in a 
wager on Dovers Hill. For whatever reason it was advertised in the Oxford Journal of 14th 
May 1831. 
William's unmarried sister Alice was still alive, as was his unmarried daughter Mary aged 45 
years.  His unmarried daughter Elizabeth died in March 1831 aged 57, two months before 
the advertisement - which may have precipitated the sale. The two daughters had been left 
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the Cotterell house along with three of their brothers. Of the five children of Edward who 
were left the house only William and Mary now survived. The house was sold to John Rodd 
Griffiths later in the year. 
 
William sold The Gables in 1833 for £180 (having originally paid £231), £48 only going to 
him. He died the following year in Broadway aged 53 and was buried in Chipping Campden, 
leaving his wife Mary aged 40 and 2 sons aged 6 and 4. It is remarkable that of so many 
Cotterells being buried in Campden not one single gravestone exists in the churchyard. 
Mary, his widow, was subsequently the innkeeper of the Victoria Arms in Bretforton. Both 
sons ended up in London. By the 1871 census Charles Freeman aged 44 is a 'carpet 
shopman' living in Lambeth, having been declared bankrupt in 1859. William Dover is 
described in the 1861 census as a 'porter' but by his death in 1877, aged 46, living in the 
Strand District of London, as 'a carman'. 
 
GRIFFITHS AND BEDFONT HOUSE 

Griffiths history 
Griffiths is a name with a very old history and one branch has been in the Buckland, 
Broadway area since the mid-1600s.    
In recent history, Daniel Griffiths, baptised 1732, married Sarah Higford, daughter and co-
heir of Charles Higford of Alderton.  This introduces the name Higford into the family.  
Their son, John Higford Griffiths, was an Attorney at Law (Solicitor) living at Austin House, 
Broadway with his wife, Christian Myers Rodd. Their son was John Rodd Griffiths, also a 
solicitor - who was baptised at Broadway Old Church, March 23, 1797 – was also the owner 
of Austin House, Broadway, Top Farm, Broadway, Briar Hill Farm, Broad Campden and 
other farm properties in the neighbourhood – about 1831. 
John R Griffiths married in 1822 – Susannah Eden, of Lower Norton, now Norton Hall, in 
the parish of Weston-sub-Edge and they apparently lived at Austin House, Broadway until 
he bought the house now known as Bedfont in 1831. 
 
As before stated, the Cotterells advertised their High Street house for sale in 1831: 
 
Oxford Journal 14 May 1831.  
Chipping- Campden, Gloucestershire. To be SOLD by PRIVATE CONTRACT, A capital 
FREEHOLD MANSION, in the centre of the town of Chipping-Campden;  containing a 
spacious entrance hall, approached by a handsome flight of steps; a dining room, 20 
feet by 15 feet, or thereabouts; breakfast  and drawing rooms; butler's pantry, and 
two sitting rooms;  on the first floor, four good bed rooms and closets; in the  attics, 
four bed rooms; and on the basement an excellent kitchen, well supplied with water, 
two pantries, dairy, and two good cellars. 
 

And a very productive garden; together with stables, coach-house, brew-house, and 
laundry, and all other necessary of out-buildings, as the same have for many years 
been in the occupation of the Misses Cotterell.  
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Also a COTTAGE and ORCHARD adjoining, planted with the choicest fruit trees, in the 
occupation of Peter Haines. Two Pews in the gallery of the Parish Church, will be sold 
with the Mansion.  
 

Chipping-Campden is distant 4 miles from Broadway, 8 from Evesham, 12 from 
Stafford, and 20 from Cheltenham and Warwick. The turnpike road from Worcester to 
London runs through the parish, and there are several packs of hounds hunted in the 
neighbourhood.  
 

The Mansion House is in good repair, having been newly roofed recently, and it is fit 
for the immediate reception of a respectable family. Early possession may be had.  
 

For further particulars, and to treat, apply to Messrs. Wilkins and Kendall, solicitors, 
Bourton-on-the-Water, Gloucestershire.  
 
The following advert appears to refer to the same house, but the circumstances are 
unclear. 

Oxford Journal 3 March 1832 

To be LET, and entered upon at Lady Day next, A commodious DWELLING HOUSE, 
situate in the centre of the High-street, Chipping  Campden, lately in the occupation of 
Mr. Griffiths, solicitor; consisting of two large rooms in front, 18 feet by 16, with a 
good kitchen, pantry, and two good cellars backward; on the next floor is a drawing 
room, 18 feet by 16, with four neat sleeping rooms, and four rooms for servants over 
the same; also a large stable, coach-house, yard, and garden, walled in, and planted 
with choice fruit trees. For further particulars apply (if by letter, post paid) to Mr. Wm. 
Helmn, Westington, near Campden, Gloucestershire. 

 

 

 

It is possible that John Rodd Griffiths decided, after buying the house, continued to live at 
Austin House in Broadway. Certainly he owned that until his death when it passed to his 
younger son, John.  More research is needed   
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It is not known what the house looked like then but it is fairly certain that John Rodd built 
the wings on the side which seem appropriate in style for the 1830s. The wing on the left 
hand side (from the front) had a first floor ballroom, and additional bedrooms. He rebuilt the 
stables, and the cottages on the left hand side of the house. 
 
 
John Rodd Griffiths was a Solicitor of the Supreme Court of Judicature and was a very 
important man in the neighbourhood.  On many occasions, his word was law.      
When the railway was being laid at Campden, in 1854, he stipulates that it should not be 
less than a mile away; and the many horses kept for posting, made the erection of loose 
boxes absolutely necessary in addition to those at Bedfont House.  Flag Close cottage at 
the back of the Lygon Arms, and Woodbine Cottage in the Back Ends are dwellings 
transformed, and adapted from these horse boxes.    
John Rodd Griffiths was also a great judge of shorthorns, of which on his many farms he 
had fine herds.  It has been related that all the cheeses made at Top Farm, Broadway, were 
sold before they were made, and sent to Cheltenham market.   Josephine Griffiths 
 

The photo has been photo-edited to 
give an impression of how it might 
have looked when it was bought by 
John Rodd Griffiths 
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This very old photo of the High Street is difficult to date, but the chestnut tree in 
Leasebourne was, according to John Rodd Griiffths’ grand-daughter Josephine, planted in 
1812.  The photograph must have been taken before the gingko tree was planted in 1878. 
In 1859/60 ‘Fisher the photograph artist’ rented a pitch in the Market Square (Town 
Corporation Accounts) – this may have been when the photo was taken. 
 

 
 
A close-up shows the two wings are the same height. 
 
It is not known who extended the wing upwards, John Rodd Griffiths or his son William 
Higford, who took over the house and business in the 1850s.  John Rodd is listed in the 
1851 census but died at Austin House, Broadway, in 1857, his wife surviving him, dying in 
1865.  Both are laid to rest in Broadway Old Churchyard. 
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This photo, taken possibly in the early 1900s, shows the wing extended upwards.  
 

 
 
Back of gateway, in stable yard c. 1900 
 
The half-timbered house, which no longer exists like this, is apparently much older. The 
disproportionately sized finial may have come from Burnt Norton. 
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Back of the house, early 1900s 
 
This shows that the ballroom wing was larger than the original house. Both wings appear to 
have been altered later, as the back view shows different styles and there was a kitchen 
extension on the left, from this side. 
 
Later plans of the house can be viewed in the CCHS Archives. 
 
The elder son, William Higford, was born May 31, 1823 and inherited Bedfont House from 
his father, while his younger brother John Griffiths became the owner of Austin House, 
Broadway.  Like his father and grandfather William Higford was a Solicitor of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature; and in his young days, a keen rider to hounds and a splendid shot.  
The House was still not named.  There is later evidence that he was rather spendthrift.   
In 1863 W. Higford Griffiths married Ellen Sherborn – only child and heiress of Matthew 
Sherborn of North Hyde, Heston, Co. Middlesex. She lived till 1912, her husband 
predeceasing her in 1910 – both are buried in Campden Parish Churchyard. 
 
Bedfont House 
The 1891 census is the first time that Bedfont House is named. The development of a 
universal postal service encouraged a trend for owners to name their houses.  Ellen 
Sherborn’s family home, Heston, Middx, is next to the parish of Bedfont and this is an 
obvious connection. 
  
The 1871 census shows that Ellen’s mother, Mrs Eleanor Sherborn was living in the house 
now known as Singer, with a servant. There was a doorway through to the main part of 
Bedfont House. It was later named ‘Singer’ after the family name of son Scudamore’s wife, 
Rubie.  
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Trees in High Street and Leasebourne. Singer House centre 
 
William Higford Griffiths planted a number of trees in the High Street – and he developed 
his garden with conifers, bulbs, and alpines, becoming a great authority on these plants.  
 

 
 He included a quantity of ‘stone’ features, after the style of the day, made of ‘Pulhamite’. 
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Pulhamite stone grotto in the garden 
 
James Pulham and Son was founded by James Pulham (1793–1838) of Woodbridge in 
Suffolk, who was succeeded by his eldest son James (1820–1898) and then by two more 
generations of eldest sons, both also named James. The firm went out of business in 1939.  

The firm was best known for the construction of rock gardens, follies and grottoes in which 
the firm used both natural stone and their own invention, Pulhamite artificial rock. Pulham 
and Son also manufactured a wide range of terracotta and Pulhamite garden ornaments, 
originally at their works in Tottenham, but after 1840 at Broxbourne in Hertfordshire. 
(Wikipedia) 

According to Josephine Griffiths’ notes, it was after the landscaping success at Bedfont 
House that Pulhams were commissioned to provide stone features for Batsford Park.  

Evesham Journal on his death in 1910  
The deceased gentleman’s great hobby was his garden. He had in former years a fine 
collection of conifers and was extremely successful in raising new varieties. The rock work, 
too, in his garden was very extensive, his ferns being unrivalled in the neighbourhood, but 
perhaps the part in which he took the greatest interest was his Alpine plants, and he was 
quite an authority on this subject. 
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Evesham Journal  13th March 1875 
NARROW ESCAPE FROM A SERIOUS CONFLAGRATION 
On Wednesday last, the house of Mr. W. H. Griffiths had a narrow escape from being burnt 
down. It appears that a large fire was burning in one of the bedrooms to air the room and 
contents, when, from some unexplained cause, a large lounging chair and the bed were set 
on fire, it is supposed from a spark flying. The discovery was made by the nurse girl who 
immediately alarmed the house, Mr. Griffiths and several neighbours at once gathering the 
burning mass of the bed into a blanket and carpet, and throwing it out at the window, the 
chair , which was wholly consumed, also being thrown out, Mr. Griffiths burning his hands 
severely in extinguishing the flames. But for this timely discovery, the house would soon 
have been in flames, and the results might have been very serious. We are informed that 
Mr. Griffiths was insured. 
 
21st January 1905 
ALARM OF FIRE 
Considerable alarm was raised in the household of Mr. W. H. Griffiths, Solicitor, on 
Saturday night by an outbreak of fire in his office (which adjoins his residence), between the 
hours of ten and eleven. The servants had already retired, but Mrs. Griffiths before doing so 
looked into the dining room to see that all was well and found the room to be full of smoke. 
She immediately roused one of the servants, and hastened to discover the cause, and 
eventually found the outbreak of fire in the office. Going to summon assistance she met 
P.C. Scott at the front door, he having noticed something wrong from the street. Plenty of 
willing hands, including several firemen, were soon at work, and the fire, which would in a 
short time undoubtedly having assumed serious proportions, was extinguished, but the 
office was considerably damaged in so doing, and an amount of stationery and books 
spoilt. The fire was found to be caused by the igniting of a wooden support running too 
close to the kitchen flue, which was over heated owing to an accumulation in an angle in 
the chimney of burning soot.  
 
The second son of William Higford and Ellen Griffiths was 
SCUDAMORE GRIFFITHS born Nov. 28 1868, who married Rubie Grace, younger 
daughter of Walter Herbert Singer of Frome, Co. Somerset, on 18 June 1912. 
 
William Higford Griffiths died in 1910, and before her death in 1912 Ellen sold the property 
to Scudamore for £2000. The eldest son, Higford Sherborn Griffiths, died in Argentina, 
where he lived, in 1908.  
 
 
 
More information can be found in the CCHS Archives. 
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