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In the name of God Amen the 14th day of February and in the eighteenth year of the reign of our 
Sovereign Lord Charles by the grace of God of England Scotland France & Ireland King Defender of the 
Faith etc I Elizabeth Viscountess Campden dowager (late wife of the Right Honourable Baptist late Lord 
Viscount Campden deceased) being in perfect health and of good and perfect remembrance (for which I 
give most humble thanks to Almighty God), renouncing all former Wills and Testaments by me 
heretofore made Do make ordain and declare this my last Will & Testament in manner & form as 
followeth (that is to say) First and before all things I commend my soul into the hands of my blessed 
Lord and Saviour Christ Jesus by whose suffering death and obedience I steadfastly believe that all my 
sins are pardoned and done away and by his blessed and glorious Resurrection I am assured my mortal 
body shall be raised up at the last day and be made a glorious body And I will that my body shall be 
buried by my late husband in that chapel where he lieth buried in the parish church of Campden in the 
County of Gloucester in such manner as he was there buried without any further pomp or charge  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the Wardens and Communality of the Mystery of Mercers1 of the City of 
London, I mean to the body corporate or corporation of the said Mercers, by what name or addition 
soever the same is called, made or known (if they will take the same according to the intent of this my 
Will) Otherwise to the Company of Merchant Taylors of London the sum of £3100 of lawful money of 
England therewith to buy and purchase the inheritance of two church livings, parsonages or rectories 
anciently appropriated to some Abbey, Monastery or religious house or houses, now commonly called 
Appropriations or Impropriations, of £100 a year or more to either of them if the said sum of £3100 will 
reach unto it The same to be in Yorkshire, Lincolnshire or Bishopric of Durham (if conveniently it may be) 
And if they cannot fit themselves in those places then to buy them in some other places or counties of 
this land where either of the said Companies (if the said Mercers will not undertake the said business) 
shall best fit themselves with such livings to be purchased and find most want of preaching Ministers 
And the same church livings or Appropriations so purchased and had, my will is shall be from time to 
time successively for ever by one of the said two Companies, after their wonted customs of election by 
most voices at their general Courts, conferred bestowed and conveyed upon two worthy Ministers 
respectively that have taken degree of Master of Art at the least, and not conferred upon any for 
favours, friendship or affection or upon letters, for and during such term and terms and in such manner 
& form and with such cautions and provisions, as if they or either of them prove non-resident or have 
any other benefice or church living with care of souls besides, or shall so neglect their charge or 
otherwise misbehave themselves, that the said Company shall think fit to remove them That then the 
said Wardens and Communality and their successors from time to time forever shall and may remove 
displace and dismiss him them or either of them out of the said Appropriations or Impropriations or 
either of them And elect and place another or others in his or either of their rooms according to their 
good discretions And I heartily entreat the said Wardens and Commonality (for Gods sake) that they will 

                                                           
1 the Mercers were amongst the foremost of the great livery companies that had their origins as religious and charitable 
fraternities. These were referred to as ‘mysteries’ because of their observance of religious practices, in particular the medieval 
Mystery Plays 



be very careful from time to time to make choice of such able, well known to be honest, discreet and 
learned men (and being such as are not under the age of 27 years), fearing God and painful in their 
Ministry, that by their life and conversation and doctrine they may win many souls to Christ Jesus And 
for their charges of counsel, travel and conveyance about the said Appropriations or Impropriations my 
will is that the said Mercers or Merchant Taylors (if the said Mercers refuse) shall discompt such charges 
as they shall disburse either to counsel or in finding out such Appropriations or otherwise out of the said 
sum of £3100 aforesaid Which said sum of £3100 my will is shall be paid to the said Company of Mercers 
or Merchant Taylors (if the said Mercers refuse) within eighteen months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath unto the said Wardens and Company of the Mystery of Mercers in London the 
sum of £1000 of lawful money of England to be lent out to eight young men free of that Company by 
£125 in each parcel for four years gratis upon bond with two good sureties for every parcel to be 
allowed by a Court of Assistants2 And so from four years to four years for ever And my desire is that 
unto this money there may be preferred in the first place Shopkeepers of the trade of Mercery, and next 
Silkmen, all of them being of the said Company of Mercers And such as be not on the Livery of the said 
Company, and if any that shall have the use and benefit of any of this said money be afterwards called 
into the Livery of the said Company, then such to pay in their monies within three months next after 
they shall be of the said Livery And then the same to be lent out to eight others as aforesaid And if the 
said Company of Mercers do undertake to perform these things by me herein required according to the 
intent of this my Will Then I give & bequeath to the said Company of Mercers the sum of £300 of lawful 
money of England And my will is that both these two last legacies aforesaid shall be paid to one of the 
said two Companies within one year next after my decease Provided always that if the said Company of 
Mercers do refuse to perform these my requests touching the Impropriations and the £1000 formerly 
bequeathed for the use of eight young men of the said Company Then my will is that all my legacies 
aforementioned concerning the Impropriations and the £1000 given for the benefit of the said eight 
young men, and the said £300 given to the said Company of Mercers for their care and pains, shall be 
void to the said Mercers And that then the Company of Merchant Taylors of London aforesaid shall have 
and receive the benefit and disposing of my said legacies touching the Impropriations and the £1000 
given for the benefit of eight young men and the £300 given to the said Mercers for their care and pains 
To be paid unto them in manner & form as is before mentioned if the said Company of Merchant Taylors 
will perform my requests touching the purchasing of the said two Impropriations And the £1000 shall be 
then given to eight young men of their own Company in manner & form as is aforesaid And if both these 
two said Companies shall refuse to perform these my requests before mentioned Then my will is that all 
these legacies aforesaid touching the Impropriations and the £1000 given to the eight young men of one 
of their Companies and the £300 given unto them for their care and pains shall be void unto both the 
said Companies And shall then go to my Executors or Executor towards the better performance of this 
my Will  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the said Wardens and Communality of the Mystery of Mercers in London (in 
memorial of my late Lord) my best great silver Voider3 and the great silver Knife whereon my Lord’s 
Arms are engraven And my will is that the said Company of Mercers or (if they refuse) the said Company 
of Merchant Taylors shall give receipts to my Executors hereafter named for so much money as they 
shall receive of them for the several uses aforesaid  

                                                           
2 Court of Assistants: a term originating with the London Livery Companies to denote a council of members or governing body 

of professional, craft or trade organisations   
 
3 voider: a basket or tray for carrying out the remains of a dinner or other meal, or for putting bones in  



 

Item I give & bequeath to my loving friends Sir John Cordell Kt (one of the Aldermen of London), 
Solomon Swale Esq, Mr Thomas Stone, Mr ---- Browne Merchant, Mr James Fletcher, Mr William 
Busby, Mr George Hadley, Mr Jasper Chapman, Mr John Robbins, Mr John Hatt, Mr James Glasbrooke 
and Mr James Ravenscroft, parishioners of the parish of St Lawrence Jewry London, and to the 
churchwardens of the said parish for the time being, the sum of £600 of lawful money of England To be 
paid unto them or to the survivors or survivor of them by my Executors or Executor within one month 
next after that they shall have purchased lands of such a value and shall make a good and sufficient 
conveyance in the law of such lands for such uses, trusts and purposes as are hereafter mentioned That 
is to say, upon trust and confidence that these Legatees in trust last before named and the 
churchwardens of the said parish for the time being, or the survivors or survivor of them, shall and may 
therewith purchase lands (but not any house or houses, except it be a farmhouse thereupon already 
built) of the clear yearly value of £30 a year above all reprises4, whereof £26 shall be yearly and every 
year forever disbursed for and towards the maintenance of a learned and able Minister of good life and 
conversation to preach in the said parish church of St Lawrence forever, upon one such day in the week 
in the afternoon of the same day (excepting the Sabbath day) as the parishioners of the said parish of St 
Lawrence or the greater number of them (for the time being) shall from time to time forever hereafter 
make choice of such a learned and able Minister of good life and conversation to preach in the said 
parish church of St Lawrence And the other £4 residue of the said yearly sum of £30 my will is shall be 
yearly and every year forever paid unto the present vicar and incumbent of the said parish of St 
Lawrence, if so be the said vicar and incumbent be willing and content to allow and give way to such a 
preacher as shall be so chosen from time to time to preach in the said church as aforesaid But if the said 
parishioners of the said parish shall make default of such said choice, or if the vicar or incumbent for the 
time being of the said parish church of St Lawrence will not give way and permit the Minister so chosen 
to preach in the said parish church as aforesaid Then my will and meaning is that the payment of the 
said yearly sum of £30 both for the said sermon and vicar shall cease during the time that the said 
parishioners shall make default of such said choice or during the time the vicar or incumbent of the said 
church (for the time being) shall refuse to permit such Minister as shall be so chosen to preach in the 
said church Then for that time and during such default of such choice as aforesaid, or during such refusal 
by any such vicar or incumbent, the said yearly sum of £30 shall be by my Legatees last aforenamed or 
the survivors or survivor of them (or their successors for the time being) bestowed and distributed unto 
the poor people of the parish of St Sepulchre and St Giles without Cripplegate London (that is to say) to 
either of them £15 apiece yearly during that time only Provided that if my Legatees last before named 
and the churchwardens for the time being or the survivors or the survivor of them shall not, within two 
years next after my decease purchase lands of the said yearly value of £30 and also make a good and 
sufficient conveyance in the law for the payment of the said several sums of money in manner & form as 
is aforesaid according to the intent of this my Will and for the uses before mentioned, then this my 
legacy so limited to these my last forenamed legatees shall be utterly void and shall remain to my 
Executors or Executor towards the payment of other legacies Provided nevertheless that if these my last 
aforenamed legatees or the survivor or survivors of them do within two years next after my decease 
purchase lands of the said yearly value of £30 and shall also within the said time make the said 
conveyance for the continuation of them to the purposes before mentioned Then my will is that these 
my last before named legatees shall have and receive the said sum of £600 to be paid them as aforesaid 
for the uses and intents before limited And then I do also give & bequeath unto them the several sums 
of £10 more to defray the charges of the making of the said conveyance for the continuation of the 
lands to the several uses before specified for ever This said £10 to be paid unto them within six days 

                                                           
4 a right of relief 



next after they shall have purchased the said lands and have conveyed the same for the payment of the 
said several sums in manner & form as aforesaid according to the true intent and meaning of this my 
last Will And further my will and desire is that these my last aforenamed legatees and their successors in 
the said parish for ever at all time and times so often as it shall please God to take out of this world any 
four of these my last named legatees, then the survivors of them shall within two months next after the 
decease of any four of them in their discretion make choice of four other able and discreet men of the 
said parish of St Lawrence to be in the places of those that shall be dead To the end that the said 
legatees may be still complete to the number of twelve, for the better performance of the uses 
aforesaid  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my loving friends Mr Richard Aldworth, Mr Thomas Marsham, Mr Thomas 
Smyth, Mr George Cornish, Mr Francis Waterhouse, Mr Hutchinson, Mr Robert Story, Mr Richard 
Robinson, Mr Martin Pindar, Mr John Hunt, Mr Webster and Mr Robert Austin parishioners of the 
parish of St Mary Magdalen, Milk Street, London and to the churchwardens of the said parish for the 
time being the sum of £600 of lawful money of England to be paid unto them, or to the survivors or 
survivor of them, by my Executor or Executors within one month next after they shall have purchased 
lands of such a value and shall make a good and sufficient conveyance in the law of such lands for such 
uses, trusts and purposes as are hereafter mentioned (that is to say) upon trust and confidence that 
these last legatees last beforenamed and the churchwardens of the said parish for the time being, or the 
survivors or the survivor of them, shall and may therewith purchase lands (but not any house or houses, 
except it be a farmhouse thereupon already built) of the yearly value of £30 a year above all reprises 
Whereof £26 shall be yearly and every year for ever disbursed for and towards the maintenance of a 
learned and able Minister of good life and conversation to preach in the said parish church of St Mary 
Magdalen Milk Street for ever upon one such day in the week in the afternoon of the same day 
(excepting the Sabbath day) as the parishioners of the said parish of St Mary Magdalen Milk Street or 
the greater number of them for the time being shall from time to time for ever hereafter make choice of 
such a learned and able Minister of good life and conversation to preach in the said parish church of St 
Mary Magdalen Milk Street And the other £4 (the residue of the said yearly sum of £30) my will is shall 
be yearly and every year for ever paid unto the present vicar and incumbent of the said parish church of 
St Mary Magdalen Milk Street, if so be the said vicar or incumbent shall be willing or content to allow 
and give way to such a preacher as shall be so chosen from time to time to preach in the said parish 
church as aforesaid But if the said parishioners shall make default of such said choice, or if the vicar or 
incumbent for the time being of the said parish church of St Mary Magdalen Milk Street will not give 
way and permit the minister so chosen to preach in the said church as aforesaid Then my will and 
meaning is that the payment of the said sum of £30 both for the sermon and vicar shall cease during the 
time that the said parishioners shall make default of such said choice or during the time the vicar or 
incumbent of the last named church for the time being shall refuse to permit such Minister as shall be so 
chosen to preach in the said church Then for that time and during such default of such choice as 
aforesaid, or during such refusal by any such vicar or incumbent, the said yearly sum of  £30 shall be by 
my legatees last aforenamed or the survivor or survivors of them or their successors (for the time being) 
bestowed and distributed among the poor people of the two parishes of St Andrews in Holborn and St 
Brides parish  in London (that is to say) to either of them £15 apiece yearly during that time only 
Provided that if these my last aforenamed legatees and the churchwardens (for the time being) or the 
survivor or survivors of them shall not within two years next after my decease purchase lands of the 
yearly value of £30 and also make a good and sufficient conveyance in the law for the payment of the 
said several sums of money in manner & form as is aforesaid according to the intent of this my Will and 
for the uses before mentioned Then this my legacy so limited to these my last aforenamed legatees shall 
be utterly void and shall remain to my Executor or Executors towards the payment of other legacies 



Provided nevertheless that if these my last aforenamed legatees (or the survivors or the survivor of 
them) do within two years next after my decease purchase lands of the said yearly value of £30 and shall 
also within the said time make the said conveyance for the continuation of them to the purposes before 
mentioned Then my will is that these my last aforenamed legatees shall have and receive the said sum 
of £600 to be paid them as is aforesaid for the only uses and intents before limited And then I do also 
give & bequeath unto them the several sums of £10 more to defray the charges of the making of the 
said conveyance for the continuation of the lands to the several uses before specified forever This said 
£10 to be paid them within six days next after they shall have purchased the said lands and have 
conveyed the same for the several payments of the said several sums in manner & form as aforesaid 
according to the true intent and meaning of this my last Will And further my will and desire is that these 
my last aforenamed legatees and their successors in the said parish for ever at all time and times so 
often as it shall please God to take out of this world any four of these my last named aforenamed 
legatees Then the survivors of them shall within two months next after the decease of any four of them 
in their discretion make choice of four other able and discreet men of the said parish of St Mary 
Magdalen Milk Street to be in the place of those that shall be dead To the end that these last 
aforenamed legatees may be still complete to the number of twelve for the better performance of the 
uses last aforesaid  
 

Item I give & bequeath to him that shall be Clerk of the parish church of St Mary Magdalen Milk Street 
London at the time of my death 50 shillings  Also to him that shall be Sexton there 30 shillings to be paid 
them within three months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my loving friends Sir John Thorogood Kt, Dr Gardiner Esq, Mr Williamson, 
William Arnold, John Arnold, Robert Saywell, Francis Blake, Philip Colby and Francis Dyson all of them 
being parishioners of the parish of Kensington in the County of Middlesex  And to the churchwardens of 
the said parish church for the time being the sum of £200 of lawful money of England to be paid unto 
them within eighteen months next after my decease if they do purchase lands of inheritance therewith 
to the clear yearly value of £10 a year above all reprises at the least (but not any house or houses) and 
shall make a good and sufficient conveyance and assurance in the law thereof for such uses trusts and 
purposes as are hereafter mentioned (that is to say)  Upon trust and confidence that these legatees last 
afore named and the churchwardens of the said parish for the time being or the survivor or survivors of 
them shall within the said time of eighteen months therewith purchase lands of the yearly value of £10 a 
year at the least above all reprises as aforesaid, the moitie or one half whereof shall be from time to 
time yearly for ever for and towards the better relief of the most poor and needy people that be of good 
life and conversation that shall be inhabiting within the said parish of Kensington  And the other moiety 
or half thereof shall be yearly forever to put forth one poor boy or more being of the said parish to be 
apprentice or apprentices  And the £5 which shall be due to the poor of the said parish to be paid unto 
them every half year at the feast days of the Annunciation of our blessed Lady St Mary the Virgin and 
Michael the Archangel by even portions or within 21 days next ensuing every of the said feast days 
yearly for ever at and in the church or porch thereof of Kensington aforesaid  And this I am willing to 
have done upon the condition following (although I cannot but say I have been unkindly dealt withal by 
some in that parish)  Provided that if these legatees last before named shall make default in the not 
purchasing of such lands to the value before mentioned within the time of eighteen months next after 
my decease aforesaid  Then my will is that this last mentioned legacy of £200 shall be void to them and 
shall then remain to be disposed of by my Executors or Executor among the residue of my personal 
estate  
 



Item I give & bequeath to my loving friends Mr Alderman Towse my nephew John May my late tenant 
at Hampstead Mr Browne  Thomas Phillipps  Humfrey Sumpter  Edward Marsh  John Marsh  Mr 
Netmaker and Good-man5 Goodale being all of them parishioners of the parish of Hampstead in the 
County of Middlesex and to the churchwardens of the said parish for the time being the sum of £200 
pounds of lawful money of England to be paid unto them within eighteen months next after my decease 
if they do purchase lands of inheritance therewith of the clean yearly value of £10 a year above all 
reprises at the least (but not any house or houses)  And shall make a good and sufficient conveyance and 
assurance in the law thereof for such uses trusts and purposes as are hereafter mentioned  That is to say  
Upon trust and confidence that these Legatees last before named and the churchwardens of the said 
parish for the time being or the survivors or survivor of them shall within the said time of eighteen 
months therewith purchase land of the yearly value of £10 at the least above all reprises  The moiety or 
one half whereof shall be from time to time yearly forever for and towards the better relief of the most 
poor and needy people that be of good name and conversation that shall be inhabiting within the said 
parish of Hampstead  And the other moiety or other half thereof shall be yearly forever to put forth one 
poor boy or more being of the said parish to be apprentice or apprentices  And the £5 which shall be 
due to the poor of the said parish to be paid unto them every half year at the feast days of the 
Annunciation of our blessed Lady St Mary the Virgin and St Michael the Archangel by even portions or 
within 21 days next ensuing either of the said feast days yearly forever at and in the church or porch 
thereof of Hampstead aforesaid  Provided that if these legatees last aforenamed shall make default in 
the not purchasing such lands to the value before mentioned within the time of eighteen months next 
after my decease as aforesaid  Then my will is that this last mentioned Legacy of £200 shall be void to 
them  And shall then remain to be disposed of by my Executors or Executor among the rest and residue 
of my personal estate  
 

Item I give & bequeath the sum of £800 of lawful money of England to be distributed by £20 apiece to 
forty Ministers in or near about London that be religious and honest and of good life and conversation  
Of which number my will is Mr Hodges now vicar of Kensington aforesaid shall be one, Mr Leech of St 
Mary Le Bow in Westcheap London one other, Mr Richard Heyricke now Dean of Manchester one other, 
the vicar that shall be of St Laurence in the Jewry, London at the time of my death one other, Mr Shoote 
the Minister of the parish Church in Lombard Street one other, the Minister that shall be vicar at 
Campden at the time of my death one other, Mr Egland the Minister of St John Zachary London one 
other, Mr Walker sometime Lecturer of St Lawrence parish aforesaid one other, the Minister that shall 
be Lecturer of the said St Laurence parish at the time of my death (if then there be any Lecturer there) 
one other, Mr John Gaule sometime my Chaplain one other, Mr John Sprint now Minister at Hampstead 
one other, the Minister of Tewkesbury in the County of Gloucester one other, Mr Jones late Lecturer of 
St Laurence parish aforesaid one other, Mr ?Votyer a Minister one other, Mr John Weld a Minister 
being Mr Elcocks late son in law one other, Mr William Wells a Minister in Essex one other, Mr Henry 
Banks late Lecturer at Kensington one other, and Mr Carter a Minister now Reader at St Laurence parish 
aforesaid one other  And all the rest of the said sum of £800 shall be bestowed on such religious and 
honest Ministers which shall be Lecturers or have small benefices and such as my Executors shall hold 
well worthy thereof  Provided always that if any of these Ministers aforenamed do happen to die before 
any of them shall have received their several and respective legacy  Then the legacy of such or so many 
of them so dying shall be conferred by my Executors upon such other Minister or Ministers as shall make 
up the number of forty before appointed  
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Item I give & bequeath the sum of £400 of lawful money of England to be disbursed by £10 apiece to 
forty widows that be of good name and fame and which have been the wives of honest and religious 
Ministers and such as my Executors shall hold worthy of this my gift in respect of their good behaviour 
and necessity  Of which number I would have Dorothy Lancashire widow to be one, Mrs Perkins one 
other, Mrs ?Muriall one other and Mrs Bowyer widow one other  And I do heartily entreat the aforesaid 
Mr Leach and Mr Shoote to inform my Executors of such Ministers and Ministers widows as they upon 
their own knowledge do hold well deserving and worthy of the rest and residue of these two in my last 
aforesaid several legacies  And my will is that these two my last aforenamed legacies shall be paid by my 
Executors in manner & form aforesaid within one year next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath £50 sterling to the poor people of Christs Hospital in London having given and 
paid already one other £50 to the said Hospital in my lifetime  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the poor people of St Bartholomews Hospital in London the sum of £100 of 
lawful money of England  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the poor people of St Thomas Hospital in Southwark in the county of Surrey 
the sum of £60 of lawful money of England  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the poor people of the Hospital of Bridewell in London the sum of £100 of 
lawful money of England These four legacies last afore named shall be paid to the Masters and 
Governors of each of the said several hospitals and of Bridewell for the only use of the said poor people 
within one year next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to such persons as shall be sheriff of the city of London at the time of my 
decease the sum of £400 of lawful money of England to be distributed by them in manner following 
(that is to say) the Compter in Wood Street, the Compter in the Poultry, Ludgate and Newgate in 
London, the Kings Bench, the Marshallsea, the Compter and the White Lyon, which said four last named 
prisons are all of them in Southwark aforesaid  To each of these eight prisons last afore named £50 
apiece which shall be employed for the discharging of ten such honest poor prisoners as do lie for debt 
in each of the said eight several prisons last before named and as may be released for £5 apiece or 
under so near as they can possibly proportion it  And if anything of the said £50 remaineth after the said 
ten prisoners be discharged in each of the said eight several prisons  Then my will is that the residue 
which remaineth thereof shall be given among the residue of the poor people of each of the same 
several prisons  This legacy to be paid them within one year next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath the sum of £200 of lawful money of England to be paid into the hands of Mr 
Crane, Mr Jones and Mr Carter (being all of them Ministers and preachers now or lately in the said 
parish of St Lawrence aforesaid) within six weeks next after my decease  Provided that before they 
receive the same that they shall give bond with good security to my Executors or Executor to bestow the 
said sum of £200 within seven months next after my decease upon such good books (especially for 
divinity) as they shall know to be most necessary and wanting in the late erected Library belonging to 
Syon College in London  And my desire is that the same books so to be bought with the said £200 (in 
trust for me) shall remain in the said Library as my free gift forever  But if I happen to bestow this said 
£200 for that purpose in my lifetime  Then my will is that this last aforenamed legacy shall be void 
 



Item I give & bequeath to the poor people of Campden town and Burrington in the said county of 
Gloucester £50 sterling to be distributed at my burial among them at their habitations as their 
necessities do require and as my Lord Campden shall think fit  
 

Item I give & bequeath £10 more to other poor people (they not being of the said Campden town and 
Burrington) that shall happen to come accidentally at the time of my burial aforesaid to be distributed 
unto them at the appointment of my Lord Campden  
 

Item I give & bequeath unto him that shall be Clerk of Campden church at the time of my burial 40 
shillings sterling  And to him that shall be Sexton there the same time (if then there be any Sexton) 20 
shillings  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the twelve poor Almspeople at Campden in the Almshouse there £12 (that is 
to say) every one of them 20 shillings sterling apiece These last named legacies to be paid them at my 
burial or the next day after  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the poor people of the town of Brooke in Rutlandshire £30 sterling to be paid 
them within six months next after my decease And the same to be distributed amongst them by my 
daughter Campden’s appointment  
 

Item I give to the poor people of the town of Watford in the county of Hertford £30 sterling to be paid 
them within six months next after my decease And the same to be disposed by the appointment of my 
daughter Capell as she shall think fit  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my honourable son in law Edward Lord Viscount Campden the sum of £1000 
of lawful money of England to be paid him within eighteen months next after my decease  But if he do 
owe me any money at the time of my death  Then my will is the same shall be deducted out of this my 
last aforenamed legacy  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my loving daughter Julian Viscountess Campden now wife of the said Edward 
Lord Viscount Campden all my household stuff belonging to my house near the lower end of Milk Street 
(that is to say) as forms, tables of all sorts, cupboards, chairs, stools, carpets, tapestry hangings, wind 
instruments, bedsteads, beds of all sorts, pictures, curtains and curtain rods, whatsoever pewter, brass 
vessels of lead and of brass, andirons6 and creeper7 of brass or of iron, fire shovels and tongs and all 
other iron implements and all my linen of all sorts whatsoever (excepting all my wearing linen for my 
own body)  And also my said daughter Campden shall have all my linen that goeth ordinarily about my 
house of what sort soever  Which said linen my maid hath charge of by a bill whereunto I have 
subscribed my name with my own hand  And every particular of all the rest of my linen (being not in my 
maids keeping) is written in a long narrow paper book with a parchment cover whereunto I have 
subscribed my name to every particular sort thereof  And also all other my utensils of household stuff 
whatsoever therein being  
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7 small low irons in a grate between the andirons 



Item I give & bequeath to my said daughter Campden and to my grandson Henry Noell Esq second son 
of the said Edward Lord Viscount Campden as well all my white silver plate belonging to my pantry and 
cupboard and dining room as also all my other silver vessel belonging to my table, dishes of all sorts 
both great and small, trencher plates, saucers, candlesticks, salt cellars, spoons and all other such plate 
as doth belong to my table (excepting my great silver voider and great silver knife formerly herein 
bequeathed to the aforenamed Company of Mercers) as every particular parcel thereof will appear 
written in a little paper book with a parchment cover and little silk string having my name subscribed 
thereunto with my own hand  And my will is that all the said silver plate and vessel aforesaid (excepting 
the great silver voider and the great silver knife aforesaid) shall be equally divided between my said 
daughter Campden and her son Henry Noell by weight in ounces that there may be no difference 
between them  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my granddaughter the Lady Elizabeth Capell now wife of the Rt Hon Arthur 
Lord Capell (and sole daughter and heir to Sir Charles Morison late Knight and Baronet deceased) and to 
my great granddaughter Elizabeth Capell her daughter  All my gilt plate of what sort or kind soever as 
every parcel thereof will appear written in the aforesaid little paper book having a parchment cover and 
little silk string to it and my name subscribed with my own hand thereunto  And my will is that all the 
said gilt plate shall be equally divided between them by weight in ounces as they shall agree (A good 
part of which said gilt plate was my late Lord his Fathers)  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my said granddaughter the Lady Elizabeth Capell the sum of £1000 of lawful 
money of England to be paid her within one year next after my decease having already given her a 
reasonable proportion in my lifetime  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the said Arthur Lord Capell my grandson the sum of £500 of lawful money of 
England to be paid him within one year next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my loving son in law Sir Edward Alford Kt the sum of £1000 of lawful money 
of England to be paid him within eighteen months next after my decease  But if he oweth me any money 
at my death then the same to be deducted out of this last aforenamed legacy  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my grandson Baptist Noell Esq son and heir apparent of the said Edward Lord 
Viscount Campden the sum of £2000 of lawful money of England to be paid him within one year next 
after my decease  Provided that all sums of money which my said grandson Baptist Noell now oweth me 
or shall be indebted to me at the time of my death my will is that the same shall be defalked8 out of this 
my said legacy or legacies here in this my Will given to him  And whereas I have by my deed bearing date 
16th January 1637 (and in the thirteenth year of his Majestys reign that now is) appointed, expressed 
and declared that the said Baptist Noell my grandson his heirs and assigns shall pay divers several sums 
of money therein mentioned & expressed for the education and preferment in marriage of Elizabeth 
Chaworth  Mary Chaworth and Anne Chaworth late daughters of the body of my dearly beloved 
granddaughter Elizabeth Chaworth deceased as in and by the said deed (whereunto relation being had) 
appeareth  And in consideration that the said Baptist Noell shall the better and more freely pay unto the 
said Elizabeth Chaworth  Mary Chaworth and Anne Chaworth or the survivors or survivor of them the 
several sums of money in the last recited Indenture appointed expressed and declared  Therefore I do 
give & bequeath unto my said grandson Baptist Noell the sum of £2000 of lawful money of England over 

                                                           
8 defalk = to cut off or diminish 



and besides my other legacies herein given him  To be paid him or his assigns within eighteen months 
next after my decease  And I also give & bequeath unto him my long Persia carpet being ten yards long 
and three yards half and half quarter broad to be for Campden house And likewise I give unto him the 
said Baptist Noell my hatband set round in gold with diamonds and three jewels of gold and diamonds 
on the backside thereof to wear in remembrance of me  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the aforenamed Henry Noell my grandson all my household stuff whatsoever 
being at or within my dwelling house in the parish of Kensington aforesaid, that is to say All forms, 
tables of all sorts, cupboards, chairs, stools, cushions of all sorts, beds of all sorts, rugs, blankets, couch 
beds, pillows, curtains and curtain rods, wind instruments, all my linen there of all sorts whatsoever, 
tapestry hangings, carpets pictures, statues, looking glasses, vessels of brass or of lead, pewter, 
andirons, creepers of brass or of iron, fire shovels and tongs and all other utensils of household or 
implements of household whatsoever either without the doors there or within any part of that my said 
dwelling house as aforesaid  Saving and excepting one great picture of the Transfiguration of Christ 
which I shall hereafter dispose of in this my Will and also excepting the long Persia carpet being ten 
yards long and three yards half and half yard broad, which said carpet I have otherwise in this my last 
Will formerly disposed of  And all the rest of every parcel of the said goods and linen will appear written 

in a narrow long paper book with a parchment cover having Kensington written in great letters on the 
outside thereof  And every particular room mentioned in that book is subscribed with my name under 
my own hand as the goods are used to be placed  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Elizabeth Chaworth my great-granddaughter eldest daughter of my late 
dearly beloved granddaughter Elizabeth Chaworth deceased all my white silver plate belonging to my 
bedchamber of what sort soever as every particular parcel thereof will appear written in the aforesaid 
little paper book with a parchment cover and little silk string to it having my name subscribed with my 
own hand thereunto  And my will and desire is that the said chamber plate shall within two months next 
after my decease be delivered by my Executors unto my aforenamed daughter Julian Viscountess 
Campden for the only use and benefit of the said Elizabeth Chaworth my great-granddaughter  And the 
same to be delivered unto her at her age of 18 years or at her day of marriage which shall first happen  
But if she shall happen to die before she receive it according to the time limited  Then my will is that the 
said chamber plate shall be delivered to Mary Chaworth and Anne Chaworth my great granddaughters 
and sole sisters of the said Elizabeth Chaworth to be equally divided by ounces between them two or to 
the survivor of them at their several ages of 18 years or at their several days of marriage which of them 
shall first happen  And if my said daughter Julian Viscountess Campden do happen to die before she 
have delivered this said chamber plate according to my mind herein before limited and expressed  Then 
I do will and require that my said daughter Campden shall nominate and appoint some such person as 
she in her discretion shall think fit to deliver this said chamber plate unto to be disposed of in manner & 
form aforesaid and according to the limitations herein before expressed  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my granddaughter the Lady de la Fountaine now wife of Sir Erasmus de la 
Fountaine Kt and daughter of the said Edward Lord Viscount Campden and to my great-granddaughter 
Mary Capell eldest daughter of my aforenamed granddaughter the Lady Elizabeth Capell three links of 
fair pearls containing about 782 pearls to be equally divided between them two  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my said granddaughter the Lady de la Fountaine the sum of £2000 of lawful 
money of England to be paid her within eighteen months next after my decease  And my will is that she 



shall have full and absolute power to dispose of it where and how herself pleaseth  And not her husband 
or any other to intermeddle therewith  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my grandson Sir Erasmus de la Fountaine the sum of £500 of lawful money of 
England to be paid him within one year next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my grandson the now Lord Chaworth the sum of £300 of lawful money of 
England to be paid him within one year next after my decease to buy him a ring with some part thereof  
 

Item I give & bequeath to so many of my great-grandchildren which shall be living at the time of my 
death to each of them £200 apiece to be paid to each of the parents for the benefit of their children 
within eighteen months next after my decease  So as each of their several parents do put in good 
security to my Executors or Executor for the payment of the same to each of my said great-
grandchildren in manner following (that is to say) my will is that each of their daughters shall receive 
their several legacies when they shall accomplish their several ages of eighteen years or else be married, 
which shall first happen  And that each of their several sons shall receive their several legacies when 
they shall accomplish their several ages of 21 years  But if any of my great-grandchildren either male or 
female happen to die before they shall accomplish their several ages or be married as aforesaid  Then 
my will is that the legacy of such great-grandchild whether son or daughter so dying shall be given and 
divided among each of their own brothers and sisters that shall be living at the days and times before 
limited and expressed  And I desire each of their parents to perform these uses and limitations last 
before named to their own children which I hope they will according to the trust I repose in them  
 

Item I give & bequeath to each of my late brother Mr Hugh May’s three children that shall be living at 
the time of my death the sum of £500 apiece to be disposed of by my Executors or Executor for their 
good within one year next after my decease  Upon this trust and confidence that my said Executors shall 
perform my will herein that is to pay the several legacies unto the son when he shall accomplish his age 
of 21 years and to either of the daughters when they shall accomplish their several ages of 18 years or 
else be married which[ever] shall first happen  And in the meantime my will is that my Executors shall 
yearly allow unto their said three children the sum of £50 to be equally divided among them for and 
towards their better education  And if any of them three children do happen to die, whether male or 
female, before they shall accomplish their several ages or be married as aforesaid  Then my will is that 
the said several legacies of him, her, them or any of them that so dyeth as aforesaid shall be equally 
divided among the survivors or survivor of them my said brother Hugh May’s children to be paid them in 
manner & form as is aforesaid  And it is my will that my Executors shall give their own bond to some one 
of their nearest kindred on their mothers side for the due performance of this my legacy to my brother 
Hugh May’s three children in manner & form aforesaid  
 

Item I give and bequeath to Charles May son of my late honourable brother Sir Humfrey May Kt 
deceased (being late Vice Chamberlain to his Majesty) the sum of £500 sterling to be paid him when he 
shall accomplish the age of 21 years  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Henry May one other son of my said brother Sir Humfrey May the sum of 
£500 sterling to be paid him when he shall accomplish the age of 21 years  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Robert May an other son of my said brother Sir Humfrey May the sum of 
£1000 of lawful money of England to be paid him when he shall accomplish the age of 21 years  



 

Item I give & bequeath to Richard May an other son of my said brother Sir Humfrey May the sum of 
£500 sterling to be paid him when he shall accomplish the age of 21 years  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Algernon May an other son of my said brother Sir Humfrey May the sum of 
£500 sterling to be paid him when he shall accomplish the age of 21 years  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Baptist May an other son of my said brother Sir Humfrey May the sum of 
£500 sterling to be paid him when he shall accomplish the age of 21 years  Provided that if any of my six 
nephews last before named shall happen to die before he shall accomplish his age of 21 years  Then the 
portion of him, as also of every one of the other brothers so dying, shall be equally divided among the 
other brethren that do survive  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my niece Elizabeth May one of the daughters of my said brother Sir Humfrey 
May the sum of £1000 of lawful money of England to be paid her at the day of her marriage or at her 
age of 18 years which[ever] shall first happen  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my niece Isabella May the other daughter of my said brother Sir Humphrey 
May the sum of £600 of lawful money of England to be paid her at the day of her marriage or at her age 
of 18 years which[ever] shall first happen  Provided that if the said Elizabeth May or Isabella May shall 
happen to die before they do accomplish their several ages of 18 years or their days of their several 
marriages  Then the portion of her that so dyeth shall be to the other sister that surviveth  And if they 
both do happen to die before their several days of marriage or before they do accomplish their said 
several ages of 18 years  Then my will is that their portions shall go to their brothers my said six 
nephews to be equally divided among them I mean my nephews Charles May  Henry May  Robert May  
Richard May  Algernon May and Baptist May, or to so many of them as shall be then living  And I 
heartily pray and entreat my nephew Richard Bennett Esq and my nephew Thomas May Esq of 
Ranmeareperhaps Ringmer? in the county of Sussex to join with my brother Thomas May Esq and with my 
nephew Adrian May, servant to his Majesty, and to take these portions of these my six nephews and 
two nieces into their hands within 18 months next after my decease and to keep and employ the same 
until each of the males shall accomplish their said several ages of 21 years  And until the females or 
either of them shall come to the age of 18 years or shall marry by and with the consent of their nearest 
friends  And then to pay to every of them males or females each of their several and respective portions 
with allowance for the whole time the said shall be in their hands after the rate of £4 for every £100  
And the same to be paid with their several portions without any further allowance at each and every of 
their several days and times before limited and expressed  And I hope my said brother Thomas May and 
my three nephews Richard Bennett  Thomas May the younger & Adrian May will be careful and willing 
to perform this my request concerning my brother Sir Humfrey May’s children before named, my said 
brother Thomas May being their now uncle and my late brother Sir Humfrey May being also uncle to 
these my said nephews Richard Bennett, Thomas May the younger and Adrian May  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my said nephew Richard Bennett the sum of £100 sterling  And I also give & 
bequeath to my nephews Thomas Bennett and Humfrey Bennett and to my late sister Bennett her five 
daughters to each of them £10 apiece to be paid them within one year next after my decease to buy 
each of them a ring  
 



Item I give & bequeath to Simon Ash of London, Clerk, Duport Paulson, Gentleman, and William 
Kendall, Citizen and Merchant Taylor of London the sum of £800 of lawful money of England to be paid 
them within two months next after my decease  Desiring and charging them most faithfully and honestly 
to dispose of the said sum of £800 according to the trust reposed in them  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my brother in law Sir William Heyrick Kt £10 sterling to be paid him within six 
months next after my decease to buy him a ring  And as for my nephews Robert Heyrick and Henry and 
John Heyrick and my two nieces Martha Heyrick and Elizabeth Heyrick these four have had each of 
them their several parts already  
 

Item I give & bequeath to John Heyrick my nephew (now Clerk to my cousin Serjeant Rolles) the sum of 
£600 sterling to be paid him within one year next after my decease for and towards the buying of him an 
office  But if I give him some part of this legacy in my lifetime then so much thereof shall be void to him  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my nephew William Heyrick £10 to be paid him within one year next after my 
decease to buy him a ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Richard Heyrick my nephew £10 to be paid him within one year next after my 
decease to buy him a ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my niece Dorothy Lancashire widow £40 sterling to be paid her within one 
year next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the now children of my said niece Lancashire £60 sterling to be equally 
divided among them, that is to the son at his age of 21 years, and to the daughters or daughter at their 
several ages of 18 years or at their several days of marriage which shall first happen  And if any of them 
happen to die before he or she receive their several and respective part of this legacy  Then my will is 
that such part of him, her, or any of them so dying shall be equally divided among the residue of the 
survivors or survivor of them at their several times before limited and expressed  And this legacy of £60 
shall be paid to my said nephew William Heyrick their uncle for their only use within eighteen months 
next after my decease  Provided he give his bond to their mother for the due performance of this legacy 
to be paid them in manner & form before herein limited and expressed  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my nephew Thomas May Esq of Ranmeare?Ringmer aforesaid the sum of £300 of 
lawful money of England In consideration that he shall give good security by land of good value for the 
payment of £30 per annum unto William May eldest son of my brother Richard May Esq deceased for 
and during the term of life of the said William May and I do hereby require my Executors or Executor 
that they or the one of them see the said sum of £30 per annum well and sufficiently secured by the said 
Thomas May unto the said William May with that restraint that he the said William May cannot sell or 
part with the same to any person or persons whatsoever  This legacy to be paid within six months after 
my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to John May (one other son of my said brother Richard May deceased) £150 
which he oweth me upon his bond over and besides what he hath had and received already of my free 
gift  
 



Item I give & bequeath to my niece Elizabeth May one of the daughters of my brother Richard May 
deceased the sum of £300 sterling to be paid her within six months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my niece Ann ?Rowse (one other of the daughters of my said brother Richard 
May deceased) £200 sterling to be paid within six months after my decease over and besides what she 
hath had and formerly received of my free gift  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my niece Alice Leighton (one other daughter of my said brother Richard May 
deceased) the sum of £300 sterling to be paid her within eight months next after my decease over and 
besides what I have given and delivered to her already  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my aforenamed nephew Thomas May Esq (son and heir of my late brother 
John May Esq deceased) the sum of £100  And to his now wife £10 to be paid them within six months 
next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the now son of my nephew John May (late my tenant at Hampstead) £100  
And also to Mary May his now daughter one other £100 more, over and besides the £50 which I gave to 
his said daughter Mary out of the rent he oweth me in arrear now in my lifetime  Both these two said 
several legacies of £100 apiece my will is shall be paid unto my said nephew Thomas May their own 
uncle for their only use within one year next after my decease  Provided that he the said Thomas May 
do and shall put in good security to my Executors or Executor to pay the said sum of £100 unto the said 
son when he shall accomplish the age of 21 years  And also to pay the other £100 unto the said daughter 
Mary May when she shall accomplish her age of 18 years or else be married which shall first happen  
And if either the said son or daughter shall happen to die before he or she do receive their several 
legacies herein now given and payable unto them at their several ages as aforesaid  Then my will is that 
the same shall be given to the survivor of them two  And if they both do happen to die before they do 
receive their said several and respective legacies of £100 apiece  Then my will is that the same shall be 
paid to so many of their surviving brothers and sisters as shall be then living to be equally divided among 
them at their several ages last before limited and expressed  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my nephews Richard May  Humfrey May  William May  Hugh May and 
Christopher May (being five other sons of my said brother John May deceased) to every one of them 
£300 apiece as they or any of them do come unto their several ages of 21 years  And my will is that my 
aforenamed brother Thomas May (being one of my Executors hereafter named) shall take into his 
hands within 18 months next after my decease (but I hope sooner) so many of their several legacies as 
shall be under the said age of 21 years (which he knows best)  And shall keep the same several legacies 
until they do severally accomplish their said ages of 21 years  And then shall pay unto every one of them 
their several and respective legacy of £300 apiece as they or any of them do come unto their several 
ages aforenamed  And also my will is that if any one or more of those my said five nephews as last 
before named do happen to die before they shall accomplish their several ages of 21 years  Then the 
legacy of such one or more of them so dying shall be equally divided among the survivors or survivor of 
them five brothers last before named  Provided that my said brother Thomas May do and shall give his 
bond unto so many of these my last aforenamed five nephews as shall be under the age of 21 years at 
the time of my death to pay unto each of them severally being so under age their said several legacies of 
£300 apiece at their several ages of 21 years as is before mentioned  
 



Item I give & bequeath unto my niece Farrington (being one of the daughters of my said brother John 
May deceased) £20 to be paid her within one year next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath unto my said nephew Adrian May Esq (servant to his Majesty) the sum of £1000 
of lawful money of England to be paid unto him within 18 months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath unto my niece Dorothy Cowley widow the sum of £500 sterling to be paid her 
within six months next after my decease  And further also I do give & bequeath unto the now two sons 
of my said niece Cowley £100 apiece desiring my brother Thomas May to take the same into his hand 
within six months after my decease  And to pay unto either of them their several and respective legacy 
of £100 apiece when either of them shall accomplish their several ages of 21 years  And if either of them 
happen to die before he shall accomplish the said age of 21 years  Then my mind is that the legacy of 
him so dying shall be paid unto his other brother surviving at the time before limited  And for the benefit 
that shall arise thereof I leave that wholly to his said brother to dispose thereof how he pleaseth 
 

Item I give & bequeath to my cousin Richard Aldworth eldest son of my late nephew Richard Aldworth 
deceased the sum of £400 sterling to be paid him within one year next after my decease  But if he 
happen to die before he receive this legacy then my mind is that it shall be equally divided among all the 
younger sons (being brothers of the said Richard Aldworth) that shall be living  
 

Item I give & bequeath unto all the younger children of my said nephew Richard Aldworth deceased the 
sum of £600 sterling to be paid unto my said cousin Richard Aldworth their eldest brother for their only 
use within one year next after my decease  Provided he do put in good security to my Executors or 
Executor for the true payment of the same in manner & form following (that is to say) to pay unto his 
own sister £200 thereof at her age of 18 years or at the day of her marriage which shall first happen  
And also to pay unto each of his younger brothers their several and equal parts of the rest and residue 
of the said legacy of £600 when and as any of them shall accomplish their several ages of 21 years  But if 
he do not put in good security for this said legacy of £600 to be paid unto each of them severally in 
manner & form aforesaid  Then my will is that my said brother Thomas May and my said nephew Adrian 
May shall take and keep in their hands the said sum of £600 until the daughter of the said Richard 
Aldworth be either married or shall accomplish her age of 18 years as aforesaid  And also until the 
younger sons of my said nephew Richard Aldworth accomplish their several ages of 21 years  And then 
shall pay unto each of the said sons and daughter each of their several parts of this my legacy in manner 
& form as is before expressed  And my will is that if any of these last aforesaid sons or daughter do 
happen to die before they do receive their several and respective legacies to them before limited that 
then the legacy or legacies of any of them so dying shall be equally divided among the survivors or 
survivor of them  Provided also that if I happen to pay any part of this said legacy in my lifetime to any of 
the sons or daughter of the said Richard Aldworth deceased  Then so much as I shall pay unto any of 
them in part thereof shall be void unto him or her that shall receive the same  
 

Item I give & bequeath unto the three children of my late Niece Andrewes deceased £30 sterling that is 
to each of them £10 apiece to be paid unto each of them within three months next after my decease to 
buy each of them a Ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to John Taylor my kinsman £10 to be paid him within six months next after my 
decease  
 



Item I give & bequeath to the children of the said John Taylor the sum of £300 sterling to be paid for 
their only use within one year next after my decease  And I heartily desire my aforenamed nephew 
Richard Bennett Esq to receive the same into his hands and to divide the same equally among all the 
sons and daughters of the said John Taylor in manner following (that is to say) to each of their 
daughters the several parts thereof at their several ages of 18 years or at the days of their several 
marriages, which of them shall first happen  And for the sons of the John Taylor I earnestly entreat my 
said nephew Mr Richard Bennett to allow something (what he thinks fit) towards the bringing up of 
each of the said sons in learning them to write and read  And as they shall grow fit in years to bind them 
forth Apprentices to some good and honest trade with some part of their several legacies whereby they 
may be the better able to live hereafter  And to give unto each of the said sons the remainder of every 
one of their several legacies when they shall accomplish their several ages of 21 years  And my will is 
that if any of these last aforenamed sons or daughters do happen to die before they receive their 
several legacies to them before limited  That then the legacy of such son or daughter so dying shall be 
equally divided among the survivors or survivor of them  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the Rt Hon the now Countess of Denbigh (my honourable friend) one fair 
large picture of the Transfiguration of Christ now hanging in my great chamber at Kensington to be 
fetched from thence soon after my decease at her own pleasure  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the Rt Hon the now Earl of Mulgrave £50 to be paid him within one year after 
my decease to buy his Lordship a ring but if he happen to die before me  Then my will is that this legacy 
of £50 shall be paid to the Countess of Mulgrave his now wife at the time before limited  And I do also 
give & bequeath unto the said Countess of Mulgrave £50 more to be paid her within one year next after 
my decease to buy her a Ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the Lady Margaret Sheffield (one of the daughters of the said Earl of 
Mulgrave) £20 to be paid her within four months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Mr Challenor and to his now wife (being granddaughter to the said Earl of 
Mulgrave) £10, that is to either of them £5 apiece, to be paid them within four months next after my 
decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the Right Honourable the Lady Susan now Countess of Suffolk (being one of 
the daughters of the Rt Hon the now Earl of Holland, and goddaughter to my late Lord) the sum of £200 
sterling to be paid her within six months next after my decease to buy her a diamond ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Mrs Alsop now waiting woman to the said Lady Susan Countess of Suffolk 
£10 to be paid her within six months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath unto the now Lady Viscountess Chaworth dowager £50 to be paid her within six 
months next after my decease  And I earnestly entreat her to be a loving and kind mother unto her son 
and her grandchildren, they being much nearer unto her than unto me  
 

Item I give & bequeath unto my Lady May widow, late wife of my aforenamed brother Sir Humfrey May 
Kt deceased, £100 sterling to be paid her within one year next after my decease to buy her a ring  
 



Item I give & bequeath unto my Lady Crooke my kinswoman, late wife to Judge Crooke deceased, £20 
to be paid her within six months next after my decease to buy her a ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my Lady Finch widow (late wife of Sir Heneage Finch Kt deceased) £20 to be 
paid her within one year next after my decease to buy her a ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my kind friend Francis Finch Esq £20 to be paid him within one year next after 
my decease to buy him a ring  
 

Item I give to those three of my loving neighbours at Kensington the Lady Blake widow and to Sir John 
Thorogood and his wife to each of them £10 apiece to be paid them within six months next after my 
decease to buy each of them a ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my loving and kind friend Katherine Barnes widow (late wife of Edward 
Barnes Esq deceased) £20 to be paid her within six months next after my decease to buy her a ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Mr John Alford and to Mr Edward Badby (one of the Attornies in the 
Exchequer) to either of them £20 apiece to be paid them within six months next after my decease to buy 
either of them a ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to George Elliot Esq (now servant to the Queens Majesty) and to Mr Roger 
Howe my old acquaintance, to either of them £10 apiece to be paid them within six months next after 
my decease to buy either of them a ring  
 

Item I give and bequeath to Mr Thomas Noell (a Goldsmith in London) £20  And I also give & bequeath 
to his now wife £10 sterling to be paid them within six months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Mr Thomas Singleton (now Clerk to the Company of Mercers in London) £5 to 
be paid him within three months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Mrs Goodfellow widow (lately dwelling in St Laurence parish in the Jewry, 
London) the sum of £200 sterling to be paid her within six months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Mr Jasper Chapman (my near Neighbour in St Lawrence parish London) £20 
to be paid him within six months next after my decease to buy him a ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Mrs ?Asill widow (my neighbour in London) £10 to be paid her within six 
months next after my decease to buy her a ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Mrs Crane  Mistress Fletcher  Mrs Robins, to Mrs Savile and to Mistress Bird 
(my near neighbours in St Lawrence parish aforesaid) each of them £5 apiece to be paid unto them 

within six months next after my decease to buy each of them a piece of plate  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Mistress Dickman (sometime my servant) £10 to be paid her within six 
months next after my decease  And my will is that she shall dispose thereof how she will herself and not 
any other to intermeddle therewith  



 

Item I give & bequeath to him that shall be Clerk of the parish church of St Lawrence aforesaid at the 
time of my decease £5  And I also give & bequeath to him that shall be Sexton then of the said parish 
church of St Lawrence aforesaid 40 shillings sterling to be paid them within six months next after my 
decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath unto the poor people of the said St Laurence parish in London £10 to be paid 
them within three months next after my decease  And the same to be distributed among them by the 
churchwardens and overseers of the same poor for the time being where they shall see most need  
 

Item whereas Doctor ?Elkins late Vicar of Kensington oweth me upon bond £20 and also his late wife 
owed me 40 shillings in monies lent, which said sum of £22 I freely give unto the said Doctor ?Elkins his 
two daughters to be equally divided between them, and my mind is that the same be well secured to be 
paid them by their said Father within three months next after my decease, and thereupon my Executors 
to deliver him up his said bond to be cancelled and the whole debt to me to be discharged  And if either 
of the said daughters do die then the said £22 to be paid to the survivor of them within the time before 
limited  I give & bequeath to my loving friends Dr Gardiner Esq of Kensington aforesaid and to his now 
wife £10 between them to be paid within six months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Mrs Williamson and Mrs Blake my loving friends and Neighbours at 
Kensington £5 apiece to be paid them within six months next after my decease to buy either of them a 
ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to others my Neighbours at Kensington (that is to say) to the now wife of 
William Arnold, to the now wife of John Arnold, to Mrs Latty widow, to young Mrs Colby and to the 
now wife of Daniel Charlwood to every one of them £3 apiece to be paid them within six months next 
after my decease to buy each of them a ring I give & bequeath to the now wife of John ?Do of 
Kensington aforesaid Baker 50 shillings sterling to be paid her within six months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Edward Mathewes and Elizabeth his now wife of Kensington aforesaid £20 
that is to either of them £10 apiece to be paid them within six months next after my decease to buy 
either of them a piece of plate  
 

Item I give and bequeath to him that shall be Clerk of the parish church of Kensington aforesaid at the 
time of my decease 40 shillings sterling to be paid him within two months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Widow Hurleston  Widow Austyn and Widow Figg of Kensington aforesaid to 
every of them 40 shillings apiece to be paid to each of them within two months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Widow Bollen  Widow Hill  Widow Raiman  Widow Mazie  Widow Harwood  
Widow Greene and to Widow Dunford (being parishioners of Kensington aforesaid) 20 shillings apiece 
to every one of them to be paid unto each of them severally within two months next after my decease  
 

Item I forgive George Costin of Kensington aforesaid the sum of 20 shillings which he oweth me  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the rest of the poor people of the said parish of Kensington (being not 
formerly mentioned to have any legacies in this my last Will) £5 sterling to be paid and distributed 



among them where there is most need within two months next after my decease by the appointment 
and direction of Edward Mathewes and the two Churchwardens of the said parish of Kensington for the 
time being  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Solomon Swale Esq of Grays Inn the sum of £300  And I also give & bequeath 
unto his now wife the sum of £50 to be paid them within six months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to John Rixton my ancient servant the sum of £300 sterling to be paid him 
within six months next after my decease  And in case the said John Rixton to die before me  Then my 
will is that only £200 of this said legacy of £300 shall be paid to Margaret Rixton his now wife within the 
time last before limited  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my servant Lewis Mountgomery the sum of £50 and to his now wife £10 to 
be paid them within six months next after my decease if he the said Lewis be dwelling with me at the 
time of my death  Provided that the said Lewis shall attend my Corpse to my funeral and also be an 
Assistant to help John Rixton my servant at all times needful to receive and pay money towards the 
discharge of my legacies according to the discretion of my Executors hereafter named  And my desire is 
that the said Lewis shall have such like mourning both for cloak and suit as I have appointed for John 
Rixton if the said Lewis do serve me at my death  
 

Item I give and bequeath to Lewis Mountgomery the younger son of my now servant Lewis 
Mountgomery the sum of £50 to be paid to his father for his use within six months next after my 
decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Ann Beare widow (late wife of William Beare deceased) £50 to be paid her 
within eight months next after my decease  Provided that if her son Edmund Warne do not pay me the 
£22 which he now oweth me before my death then my will is that the same shall be defalked and 
discounted by my Executors out of this said legacy of £50 herein given her  
 

Item my will and desire is that my Executors shall pay unto Roger Newman and George Newman (late 
sons of Roger Newman deceased) £70  That is to Roger Newman his legacy of £30 thereof when he shall 
accomplish his full age of 21 years  And for George Newman (who is now in Christs Hospital London) my 
desire is when he shall come to the age of 15 or 16 years that then my Executors would put him out an 
Apprentice to some good and honest trade whereby he may be the better able to live afterwards 
although they give with him one half of his legacy it being £40  And to pay him the said George the 
residue thereof when he shall accomplish the age of 21 years  And if either of these two said sons do die 
before they shall receive their several legacy  Then the same shall be paid to the survivor of them two at 
the time before limited  And if both these two said sons shall happen to die before they do receive their 
several and respective legacy aforesaid  Then my will is that the same shall be paid and equally divided 
by my Executors or Executor among the four youngest daughters of the said Roger Newman deceased 
(that is to say) to Phillippa Newman  Frances Newman  Ann Newman and Elizabeth Newman at their 
several ages of 20 years or at their several days of marriage, which shall first happen, or among the 
survivors or survivor of them  
 

Item I give & bequeath the sum of £54 sterling to be paid into the hands of the aforenamed William 
Arnold within four months next after my decease  And I heartily entreat the said William Arnold to 
receive the same and to continue it in his hands until it be disposed according to my mind hereafter 



expressed  And to allow for the same yearly after the rate of 50 shillings to be paid unto Mary Newman 
the mother of the said four daughters (so long as she continueth a widow) for the better maintenance 
and bringing up in learning the youngest daughters of the said Roger Newman deceased  And as he shall 
pay and discharge any of the legacies to any of the four daughters hereafter named then to abate of this 
said 50 shillings a year accordingly  And my will and desire is that the said William Arnold shall pay out 
of this said legacy £6 to Mary Newman the younger daughter of the said Roger Newman deceased at 
her age of 20 years or at the day of her marriage which shall first happen  And also shall pay £12 apiece 
(being the residue of my last aforenamed legacy) unto the aforenamed Phillippa Newman  Frances 
Newman  Ann Newman and Elizabeth Newman when they shall accomplish their several ages of 20 
years or be married, which of them shall first happen  And in case all or any of the said five daughters do 
happen to die before they have received their several portions as aforesaid  Then my will is that the 
legacy or legacies of any one or so many of them so dying shall be equally divided among the residue of 
them the said five daughters last before named that shall be then surviving  And my will is that the said 
William Arnold shall put in good security to the said Mary Newman their mother (for mortality sake) to 
perform the trust I repose in him concerning these poor children last aforenamed  And my desire is that 
the bond so given shall be deposited and safely kept in the hands of John Rixton my servant, his 
Executors or some of them, for the sole good and benefit of all the last aforenamed five daughters  And 
if the said William Arnold do undertake to perform this my request (which I hope he will, it being so 
charitable work, and well pleasing to God)  Then I give & bequeath unto him 40 shillings sterling to be 
paid the said William Arnold within four months next after my decease to buy him a ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath unto the poor people inhabiting within my manor of Pickwell in the county of 
Leicester £100 sterling to be paid into the hands of my aforenamed grandson Baptist Noel Esq within 
one year next after my decease  Requiring him within six months next after my decease and after the 
receipt of the said £100 well and sufficiently in law to convey and assure out of good lands a yearly rent 
charge of £5 for ever yearly and every year for ever at and upon the 23rd day of December to be paid 
unto such poor people only as shall be of good report and residing and dwelling within the said manor of 
Pickwell for and towards their better relief and maintenance, and for no other use intent or purpose 
whatsoever  
 

Item I give & bequeath to the now wife of my Grandson Baptist Noel £100 sterling to be paid her within 
six months next after my decease to buy her a ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Laurence Davies (late servant to my brother Sir Humfrey May Kt deceased) 

£30 sterling to be paid him within six months next after my decease Item I give & bequeath to Mrs 
Gaule the now wife of Mr John Gaule a Minister (sometime my Chaplain) £5 And I also give & bequeath 
to Elizabeth Gaule my goddaughter £10 to be paid them within six months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Mrs Waker?Walker (now wife of Mr Waker?Walker a Minister) £5 to be paid her 
within six months next after my decease to buy her a ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Margaret Francis (now my woman lately come to me) £100 to be paid her 
within six months next after my decease if she do serve me at the time of my death  
 

Item I do give & bequeath to Samuell Gidlipp now my butler £20 to be paid him within six months next 
after my decease if he be my servant at the time of my death  But if he be gone then I give & bequeath 



to him that shall be in his place and dwelling with me at my death the said legacy of £20 to be paid him 
within the time last before limited  
 

Item I give & bequeath to William Mitton my servant £40 to be paid him within six months next after 
my decease if he be dwelling with me at my death  But if he be gone then I give to him that shall come in 
his place and be dwelling with me at my death £20 to be paid him within the time before limited  
 

Item I give & bequeath to John Hopkins now my Cook £50 to be paid him within six months next after 
my decease if he be dwelling with me at my death  But if he be gone then I give to him that shall be 
Cook in his place and dwelling with me at my death £20 to be paid him within the time before 
mentioned  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Robert Greeneway my servant £30 to be paid him within six months next 
after my decease if he be dwelling with me at my death  But if he be gone then I give to him that shall be 
dwelling with me in his place at my death £20 to be paid him within the time last before limited  
 

Item I give & bequeath to to Margaret Rixton my servant the sum of £66 13s 4d sterling to be paid her 
within six months next after my decease if she be dwelling with me at the time of my death  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Ann Badger my servant the sum of £150 sterling to be paid her within eight 
months next after my decease if she be dwelling with me at the time of my death, or if she be gone from 
me with my good will and consent, but if she be gone and put away in my displeasure, then this legacy 
shall be void to her  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my servant Lydia Warne £20 to be paid her within six months next after my 
decease if she be dwelling with me at my death  But if she be gone and another dwelling with me in her 
place at my death  Then I give to her that shall be dwelling with me at my death this said legacy of £20 
to be paid her within the time last before mentioned  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Margaret Swan my servant £40 to be paid her within six months next after 
my decease if she be dwelling with me at the time of my death  But if she be gone then I give to her that 
shall be so dwelling with me at my death £20 to be paid her within the time last before named  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Elizabeth Ballard (now servant to my two great grand-daughters Elizabeth 
Chaworth and Mary Chaworth) £20 to be paid her within six months next after my decease if she be 
their servant at the time of my death or else this legacy of £20 to be void to her  
 

Item I give & bequeath to so many of my servants as shall be dwelling with me at the time of my death 
(except John Rixton and Lewis Mountgomery whom I have otherwise provided for) £3 apiece to be paid 
unto every one of them severally within one week next after my decease towards the paying of  their 
diet till they can provide for themselves  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Richard Alley now my Chief Gardener at Kensington £20 and to his now wife 
£5 to be paid them within six months next after my decease if the said Richard be dwelling with me at 
my death, otherwise these legacies to be void to them  And then I give the said sum of £20 to him that 
shall be my Chief Gardener in his place at the time of my death to be paid him at the time last before 
mentioned  



 

Item I give & bequeath to him that shall be my Under Gardener at the time of my death £5 to be paid 
him within six months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath all my wearing linen appertaining to my own body to them two, the one that 
shall be my woman and the other being her that waiteth on me in my Chamber both of them being 
dwelling with me at my death the same linen to be equally divided between them two  
 

Item I give & bequeath, and my will is, that all my wearing apparel or garment of what sort soever shall 
be delivered to my daughter the now Lady Viscountess Campden to the end she may dispose thereof to 
such only as she thinks fit to wear them and not otherwise to be bestowed or given to any, for I will not 
have any bestowed on such as will sell or make money of them  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Alice Hinckson widow (sometime my servant) £100 to be paid her within six 
months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Edward Bates son of Mary Marshall £5 to be paid unto the said Alice 
Hinckson his grandmother for his use within six months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Elizabeth Wilson and Mary Marshall (being both of them daughters of the 
said Alice Hinckson) £5 apiece to be paid them within six months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Mrs Seabrooke of London, widow, 40 shillings to be paid her within three 
months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to William Cawthorne (sometime my servant) £10 to be paid him within six 
months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to John Champant, William Isles, Richard Coggs, Thomas Bradley, Robert Phelp 
and John Hunt (having been all of them sometime my servants) to every one of them £5 apiece, £5 unto 
each of them severally within six months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to John Dennis and Margaret his now wife (sometime my servant) £5 between 
them to be paid within six months next after my decease  
 

Item I given and bequeath to Richard Copley late servant to my daughter Campden £5 to be paid him 
within three months next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to some others of my daughter Campdens servants £30 to be paid within three 
months next after my decease and the same to be distributed among them as my said daughter 
Campden shall think good  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my brother Master George May the sum of £300 to be paid him within 18 
months next after my decease  And if he happen to die before his now wife then my will is that his said 
wife shall have only £200 of this last named legacy to be paid her at the time last before limited  But if 
my said brother George do survive his now wife then this legacy of £300 shall be at his own disposing  
 



Item I give & bequeath to my honourable friend the Lady Wootton (mother to the now wife of my 
grandson Baptist Noell) £50 to be paid her within one year next after my decease to buy her a ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to James Durham (now servant to the said Lady Wootton) £6 13s 4d to be paid 
him within one year next after my decease  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Mrs Hodges (now wife to Mr Hodges the now Vicar of Kensington) £5 to be 
paid her within six months next after my decease to buy her a ring  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Mr Nurse of London a [?] and to his now wife £10 between them, that is to 
either of them £5 apiece to be paid them within six months next after my decease to buy either of them 
a ring  
 

Item whereas the 1st September 1642 I sent into the Chamber of London by the hands of Mr Thomas 
Noell, Goldsmith, the sum of £250 upon loan without use for the same the receipt thereof is 
acknowledged by Mr John Towse and Thomas Andrews, Aldermen of the said City, as by a writing under 
their hands bearing date the day and year last above written may appear  And whereas I have promised 
to send in and lend £250 more soon after Michaelmas next in the like manner as aforesaid, my will and 
meaning is that as well the said sum of £250 now already lent as also the like sum of £250 more 
hereafter to be lent being in all £500 so soon as the same may be conveniently paid shall be delivered 
and paid unto the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the said City of London for the time being  My will and 
desire being that they the said Lord Mayor and Aldermen after they have received the said £500 shall 
dispose of the same to such charitable uses for the good and benefit of the said City of London as they in 
their discretion and judgment shall think most convenient  
 

Item my will and mind is that my aforenamed nephew Adrian May do for ever estate and give to the 
Curate of my Manor of Little Dunmow Priory in the county of Essex the sum of £16 yearly out of the 
tithes of ye said Dunmow Priory over and above the £20 which is now given him for serving the Curate 
there  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Mrs Sparks widow (being kinswoman to the aforenamed Edward Matthews 
and his wife) the sum of £5 to be paid her within six months next after my decease  
 

Item I do make and ordain my kinsman Serjeant Rolles Esq (late son in law to my sister Benet deceased) 
and my aforenamed brother Thomas May Esq my full and whole Executors of this my present last Will & 
Testament charging them as they will answer before Almighty God at the last dreadful day of judgment 
that they truly and punctually perform this my said last Will & Testament in all things, as I nothing doubt 
but they will be very careful to do, according to the trust I repose in them  And therefore I give unto my 
said kinsman Serjeant Rolles the sum of £1000  And I also give unto my said brother Thomas May £1000  
But if my said brother Thomas May do happen to die before me  Then I give & bequeath this last named 
legacy of £1000 to him whom I shall nominate Executor in his place  And my will is that these two last 
aforenamed legacies shall be paid unto my said Executors for their care and pains to be taken in this 
business of Executorship within two months next after they have paid and discharged all other my 
several legacies in this my last Will beforenamed  And I heartily entreat my aforenamed son in law Sir 
Edward Alford Kt and the aforenamed Solomon Swale to be my Overseers of this my last Will, earnestly 
praying them to see this my last Will duly performed in every point  And for their pains to be taken 
therein I give unto either of them my said Overseers £200 apiece to be paid to either of them within one 



year next after my decease if they will so perform my earnest desire herein  And I make no doubt they 
shall find such right and honest dealing by my said Executors that they shall have little trouble therewith 
Only I desire their good assistance to advise my Executors at all times when occasion shall require  And 
also my will and desire is that my servant John Rixton and Lewis Mountgomery shall be assistants to my 
said Executors in all such business as any way concerns my estate at all times when they have occasion 
to use them, which I doubt not but they will honestly and carefully perform according to their faithful 
promise made to me  And for the travail and pains of the said John Rixton to be taken therein I give & 
bequeath unto him the said John Rixton £50 more than I have formerly herein given him to be paid him 
within one year next after my decease  And I also give & bequeath unto the said Lewis Mountgomery 
£20 more than I have formerly herein given him to be paid him within one year next after my decease 
for his travail and pains to be taken therein  
 

Item I give & bequeath and allow unto my aforenamed Executors and to my Overseers and to John 
Rixton and Lewis Mountgomery my assistants £100 to pay for their diet at all times when and so often 
as they or any of them shall have occasion to meet together about my business to be done for and 
concerning the execution of this my last Will & Testament  
 

Item My will is that after all these several legacies herein before given are all of them paid and 
discharged that I do hereby give & bequeath unto my aforenamed daughter the Lady Julian now 
Viscountess Campden the sum of £1000 of lawful money of England to be paid her out of the remainder 
of my personal estate so soon as conveniently may be  
 

Item I give & bequeath to Elizabeth Chaworth  Mary Chaworth and Ann Chaworth late daughters of my 
dearly beloved Granddaughter Elizabeth Chaworth their Mother deceased the sum of £500 apiece to be 
paid to every one of them severally and respectively out of the surplusage of my personal estate by my 
Executors or Executor at every of their several and respective ages of 18 years, or at every one of their 
several and respective days of marriage which[ever] of them shall first happen  And my will is that so 
soon as any one or all of them severally and successively shall accomplish their several ages of 11 years 
that then my said Executors or Executor shall allow and pay to every one of them being of such age the 
sum of £20 apiece on the feast days of the Annunciation of our Blessed Lady St Mary the Virgin and St 
Michael the Archangel by even portions  The same to be at their sole disposing to charity or otherwise 
as they the said daughters themselves shall please and so from year to year until they do severally 
accomplish their several ages of 18 years or be married as aforesaid  Which said £20 apiece shall be paid 
to each of them yearly at the feasts and days last before mentioned requiring my said Executors or 
Executor to allow and pay the same unto every one of the said three daughters it being but after the 
rate of £4 to be allowed for every £100 of the said £1500 which I hope they may well do in respect they 
shall have the rest of the benefit that ariseth by the said £1500  And further my will and intent is that if 
any of these aforesaid three daughters do happen to die before they do receive their several said 
respective sums of £500 apiece with such yearly allowance as is herein limited and expressed  That then 
such several and respective sums of £500 apiece of such one or more of them so dying with such 
allowance as is before mentioned shall be paid by my Executors or Executor to the survivors or survivor 
of the said three daughters in manner & form as is before mentioned and expressed  And in case all of 
the said three daughters do happen to die before they have received the said several and respective 
sums of £500 apiece as aforesaid  Then my will is that the said sum of £1500 so limited as aforesaid shall 
be paid by my Executors or Patricius Chaworth my great grandchild and sole brother of them the said 
Elizabeth Chaworth  Mary Chaworth and Ann Chaworth when he shall attain to the full age of 21 years  
And in case the said Patricius Chaworth do happen to die before he receive this legacy of £1500  Then 



my will is that this last named legacy of £1500 so limited as aforesaid shall be paid by my Executors or 
Executor to John now Lord Viscount Chaworth being the father of them the said Elizabeth Chaworth 
Mary Chaworth and Ann Chaworth and Patricius Chaworth within one year next after all their several 
deaths as aforesaid  And my will is that my said Executors shall give good security by bond unto the said 
John Lord Viscount Chaworth for the true payment and performance of these last forementioned 
legacies of £500 apiece to the said three daughters or son or some one of them before named in 
manner and form as is aforesaid  And then after all my debts and funeral charges and all other my 
legacies in this my last Will or in any Codicil either now or hereafter to be annexed (being all of them 
first paid and discharged as aforesaid) my will is that the rest and residue of my said personal estate 
shall be divided into four equal parts  And I do hereby give & bequeath the same to my beforenamed 
four Grandchildren  That is to say Baptist Noell, Henry Noell, the Lady Elizabeth Capell now wife of the 
before named Arthur Lord Capell and the Lady de la Fontaine to be equally and faithfully divided among 
them four within eighteen months at the furthest next after all my former legacies are paid and 
discharged as aforesaid  Provided that if either or both of my two Granddaughters,that is the said Lady 
Elizabeth Capell and the Lady de la Fontaine before named, do happen to die before they or either of 
them shall have received their several legacies in this my Will formerly and severally bequeathed unto 
them or do die before they or either of them have received their several parts and portions of the 
surplusage of my estate that may be remaining after my funeral my debts and all other my legacies in 
this my last Will or Codicil or Codicils hereunto either now or hereafter to be annexed, which are [illeg.] 
paid and discharged  Then my will and meaning is and I do hereby limit declare and appoint that the 
legacy or legacies of my said two granddaughters and also such parts and portions of the surplusage of 
my estates aforesaid that shall be coming and due to both or either of them so dying shall be equally by 
my Executors divided among the children of either of my said two granddaughters that shall happen so 
to die as aforesaid  And further my will is that the husbands of my said two granddaughters (either or 
both of them so dying as aforesaid) shall have and receive the several legacies as aforesaid and equal 
parts of the surplusage of my estate for the good and benefit of every one of their own children by my 
said two granddaughters  Their said husbands putting in good security to my Executors to save them [?] 
against the said Children for their parts of my said legacies severally herein given to my said two 
Granddaughters and for their several parts and portions of the surplusage of my personal estate  And in 
default of such security for the several legacies and portions as aforesaid of such of the Children whose 
Father refuseth to give such security as aforesaid, their said parts and portions shall remain in the hands 
of my said Executors or Executor for the good of the said children  The same legacies to be paid to every 
of the sons of my said two granddaughters at their said ages of 21 years  And to every and each of their 
several daughters at their several ages of 18 years or at each of their several days of marriage, which of 
them shall first happen  And if any of the Children either of my said two granddaughters do happen to 
die before their several ages or marriages as aforesaid  Then the part of such of them so dying shall be 
equally divided among the rest of every one of their own surviving brothers and sisters  Provided always 
that if it shall happen at any time hereafter my daughter Julian Viscountess Campden or her now 
husband the Lord Viscount Campden or either of them or any other person or persons for them or 
either of them or any of my four grandchildren or great grandchildren aforenamed or any of them or 
any other person or persons for them or any of them, or any other person or persons whatsoever that 
are to have any benefit by any legacy or legacies bequeathed by me to them or any of them in this my 
last Will & Testament or any Codicil or Codicils to be hereunto annexed shall take any exceptions to any 
legacy by me set down in this my said last Will  And shall not conform themselves to my true intent and 
meaning as is set down in this my last Will & Testament but shall be refractory and contentious and 
desire and go about to make frustrate and void this my said last Will & Testament or any part thereof by 
reason of any imperfection or defect in any word or words, clause, provision or sentence in this my last 
Will & Testament which is herein set down according to my true intent and meaning  Then my will and 



meaning is that the Legacy or Legacies so by me given to every such person or persons that shall not 
conform themselves to my true intent and meaning as it is herein before formerly set down shall lose 
the benefit of all and every such Legacies or Legacy as I have herein bequeathed unto him  And that the 
same legacies shall be then void to every such person and persons and shall remain to my said Executors 
to be disposed of in manner following  That is to say, one third part thereof to my said daughter 
Campden and her husband Edward Lord Viscount Campden if they do conform themselves to the true 
intent of this my last Will & Testament as is aforesaid and not otherwise  And the other two third parts 
thereof to be by my Executors equally divided among such of my four grandchildren aforenamed as shall 
conform themselves to my true intent and meaning as in this my last Will and Testament is formerly 
expressed  In witness whereof I have hereunto this my last Will & Testament contained in 39 sheets of 
paper put my seal once at the top and my name under every several sheet and also my hand and Seal at 
the last sheet the day and year first above written 

Elizabeth Campden 
 
Memorandum that the within named Elizabeth Viscountess Campden did before us whose names 

are hereunto subscribed us witnesses acknowledge that this her last Will & Testament was made and 
written by her own direction as it pleased Almighty God to put into her mind and heart  And that the 
same hath been often and sundry times read unto her  And that she gave good approbation of every 
thing therein contained  And did acknowledge that she had subscribed every sheet of this her said last 
Will & Testament and also did put her Seal at the top and at the bottom of the same and then did 
deliver and publish the same as her last Will & Testament in the presence of us 

Tho: Crane St Laurence Vicar 

S Swale 

Jasper Chapman 

Chapman 

John Harrison Jr 

John Rixton Sr 

Lewis Mountgomery 

 

A Codicil made and added to this my Will the 16th February 1642 by me Elizabeth Viscountess 

Dowager Campden as followeth (vizt) Imprimis I give & bequeath unto the now wife of my grandson 
Henry Noell Esq the sum of £100 to be paid her within six months next after my decease to buy her a 
ring to wear in remembrance of me  
 

Item I give & bequeath to my honourable friends the Lord Newburgh and his now Lady and wife the 
sum of £50 between them (that is £25 apiece) to be paid them within six months next after my decease 
to buy either of them a ring  
 

Item whereas my cousin Richard Aldworth is now indebted unto me by bond the sum of £100 which I 

lent unto him gratis above a year ago  Now I do hereby express my mind and it is my will that if the said 

Richard Aldworth do not pay the same unto me in my lifetime  That then he shall only have and receive 

but £100 of my legacy of £400 given unto him in this my Will hereunto annexed  And that the said £100 

which he oweth me by bond shall be then also remitted unto him  

 



Item Whereas I have in the eighteenth sheet of my Will hereunto annexed trusted my nephew Richard 
Bennet Esq, my nephew Thomas May Esq, my brother Thomas May Esq, and my nephew Adrian May 
Esq, with several legacies given by my said last Will unto the younger children of my late brother Sir 
Humpfrey May Kt deceased, my mind and desire is that my said brother Thomas May and my said two 
nephews Richard Bennett and Adrian May do solely discharge that trust  And that my said nephew 
Thomas May shall have nothing to do with that said trust  In witness whereof I the said Viscountess have 
hereunto set my hand and seal the day and year first above written  

Elizabeth Campden 
 

Item I give to Sir Thomas Elcock Kt £40 to buy him a ring to be paid him within six months next after my 

decease  

Item My will is that Mr Baker a Minister who lately came from Ireland and lodged at Mr Cranes shall be 
one of the forty ministers mentioned in my Will who are to have £20 apiece  These two last legacies 
being given and written before the publishing of this Codicil  

Elizabeth Campden  
 

Memorandum that the said Viscountess did acknowledge this Codicil to be her own act and deed, 

and did approve of every thing therein, and then sealed delivered and published the same in the 
presence of 

Tho: Crane St Laurence Vicar  
S: Swale 

Jasper Chapman  
J: Chapman  

John Harrison and  
John Rixton  

Lewis Mountgomery 
 

Memorandum that whereas the Right Honourable Elizabeth Viscountess Dowager Campden hath in 

and by her Codicil fixed to her last Will & Testament given & bequeathed the sum of £40 unto Sir 

Thomas Elcock Knight as thereby may appear, now the said Viscountess doth hereby this 3rd June 1643 

give & bequeath more unto him the said Sir Thomas Elcock the sum of £460 to make up his former 

legacy £500 to be paid him at the time in the said Codicil mentioned 

Viscountess Campden’s will is also held in probate copy form by National Archives: PROB.11.193.510 

Probate was granted in London on 7th August 1643  


