
WOMENS SUFFRAGE was discussed in the countryside as well as in the 
towns.... 
......in 1893 the Evesham Journal reported on the Liberal Party meeting in Campden at which 
Rev. Philip Lewis, the Baptist Minister, had raised the topic. He was well-known locally for his 
anti-establishment and radical views. 
 
In the 1890's Chipping Campden, in Gloucestershire, was a small Cotswold market town of 
around 1900 people, still suffering from the agricultural depression. The solid farming 
community was rocked in 1902 by the arrival of the Guild of Handicraft, with families from the 
East End of London, bringing ideas and attitudes that challenged more traditional views. 
 
Other meetings were held, and in 1910 there was a crowded gathering in the Town Hall to hear 
speakers including the writer and activist Laurence Housman, a regular visitor to the town.  
Slowly, the momentum was building ............. 
 
The ladies of the town began to take charge, as the Church magazine reported in December 
1913: 
A drawing room meeting in support of extending the franchise to women was held at the Ivy 
House, by the kind invitation of Mrs. O. New, on Friday, Nov. 21st. 
Lady Blomfield, who took the chair, spoke feelingly on the 
many social evils, our modern civilization had brought upon 
women and children. Sweated labour was far worse among 
women than men, and was if anything, on the increase. The 
housing conditions of the poor in our great cities were too 
terrible to describe, but in her opinion the worst evil of all 
was the treatment of children.  Thousands of children in 
this country were brought up in hopelessly vicious 
surroundings, they suffered indescribable cruelties, and 
were subjected to nameless wrongs.  
Suffering, sickness and disease were their portion from 
birth, and yet, as our laws stood at present, no-one had the 
right to take them from these surroundings without the 
leave of some drunken, debased and inhuman parent. It 
was to abolish such crying evils as these, that women asked for the vote.  Men knew of these 
things and did not care to remedy them.  She believed that women would alter them if they were 
given the vote. 
Lady Blomfield then introduced the speaker, Miss Helen Fraser.   

Miss Fraser clearly and briefly laid the case for women’s suffrage before 
her hearers.  She said there were five classes of people unable to vote;  
Criminals, Lunatics, Paupers, Aliens and Women.  Women rightly resented 
the company they were classed with.  If they were fit to be Guardians of 
the poor, Factory inspectors, Governments servants and to hold similar 
positions of responsibility, they were fit to vote. They helped to pay the 
salaries of members of Parliament, and it was only fair that they should 
have a say as to who should receive those salaries. The present laws were 
not fair towards women, but were in all cases biased in favour of men.  
Women were now wage earners and taxpayers, and justice demanded 
that their interest should be adequately represented in the Legislative 

Assembly of the nation.  



At the conclusion of the meeting a vote of thanks was accorded to Lady Blomfield, for taking the 
chair, and Mrs New, for lending her drawing room for the meeting. 
 
But the men fought back, and the Church magazine again reported: 
On Friday Dec 5th a debate was held in the Infant School by the members of the C.E.M.S. 
[Church of England Men’s Society], the subject of discussion being “Should Women have the 
Vote?”  In the absence of Mr. W H Welsh, who had intended proposing the motion, the subject 
was introduced by the Rev. F. W. Cresswell.  He explained that he had not as yet studied the 
subject very deeply, but had gained most of his knowledge from hearing Miss Christabel 
Pankhurst speaking on Clifton Downs, and also various other speakers on the sands at the 
seaside and similar places.  He had, however, come to the conclusion, from listening attentively 
to their arguments, that they undoubtedly had a strong case.  Women payed [sic] taxes, held 
important positions in the public services, had distinguished themselves in literature and art, 
and in the learned professions.  If they could do this, surely they were as capable of  voting as 
the average labourer; yet the one was given the vote, the other denied it.  It was idle to object 
that women did not grasp political questions.  Two of the firmest rulers, and most far-sighted 
politicians, had been Queen Elizabeth and Queen Victoria, and they were only two of many 
known to history.  Also many social questions would never be satisfactorily dealt with until 
women had the vote.  Men made laws in favour of themselves, not in favour of women, no one 
expected them to be so quixotic as to do otherwise.  He was convinced that their demand was 
a fair one in the interests of justice, equity, and progress.  He proposed, therefore, that 
“Women should be given the vote on the same terms as men.” 
Mr W. Coulton opposed the motion.  He pointed out, amidst much laughter that the proposer’s 
“strong case” was based, on his own confession, on what he had heard suffragettes saying on 
the sands.  Speaking as one having some knowledge of law, he contended that in all legal 
matters women and men were on an absolute equality.  He foresaw nothing but confusion and 
evil in women having the vote.  The might next try and get into Parliament, which would be 
nothing less than a national calamity. 
Mr H. Wixey said he could not support the proposition as it stood, but he was strongly in favour 
of every house having a vote, be it mansion or cottage, and every householder exercising that 
vote irrespective of sex. 
 

Mr H. G. Ellis spoke very strongly against the proposition.  Woman’s 
place was at home.  She had no business to neglect her home to mix 
in politics, and vote at elections.  Moreover, she was not fitted to do 
so.  She was the weaker vessel, and should trust man to guide the 
destinies of the nation.  Did not our Bible tell us that man was 
created before women, and was, therefore, clearly the superior of 
the two. 
 
Mr J. R. Neve said he supported the principle of giving women the 
vote, but only with the limitations Mr. Wixey had advocated. 
The Vicar said that the question before them was a very far-reaching 

one, and charged with grave issues.  At the present time he did not think that it was possible 
for the ordinary man in the street to gain the necessary information to enable him to arrive at 
any accurate conclusion.  Possibly he thought that in 10 or 20 years this many-sided subject may 
have been sufficiently ventilated to enable us to form an opinion, for the present we should do 
well to remember that “a little knowledge is a dangerous thing”.  It seemed to him from the 
little knowledge that he had on the subject that there was something to be said for, and 



something against giving women the vote.  Undoubtedly, women were in a very different 
position to what they used top be.  They had become more conscious of their own individuality, 
and he had little doubt but that the demand for the vote was the outcome of a desire to 
express themselves worthy of the responsibility of recording their vote.  On the other hand he 
shrank from advocating anything that would draw women’s interest away from, or take her 
out of, her own peculiar sphere, and especially that connected with the home. 
The Rev. F. W Cresswell having forcibly replied to the arguments of the opposition, the 
chairman put the following motion to the meeting: “That in the opinion of this meeting it is 
right that women should have the vote on the same terms as men.”  The motion was lost by 10 
votes. 
 
Mr Wixey then proposed the following resolution:  “That every house should carry a 
Parliamentary vote, be the occupier male or female.”  This was carried by 8 votes. 
 
 
EVESHAM JOURNAL     23rd May 1914 
WOMENS SUFFRAGE 
A most successful Women’s Suffrage meeting was held in the School of Arts and Crafts on 
Thursday week. The meeting was held under the auspices of the National Union of Women's 
Suffrage Societies, a local branch of which was formed after the lecture. The lecturer Miss 
Grace Hadow spoke on “social responsibility” she traced the whole Suffrage movement to a 
sense of responsibility and strongly urged the necessity of giving women the chance of 
parliamentary representation. She pointed out that the first essential is to get well-organised 
societies everywhere, especially as the opponents of Women's Suffrage assume that every 
woman not a member of a Suffrage society is against the cause. The Campden branch was 
formed with 25 members, and officers and committee were appointed. The Rev. J Evans was 
in the chair. Leaflets were distributed, and a number of copies of the “Common Cause” were 
sold. The friends of the suffrage in Campden may be congratulated on a very successful first 
meeting. 
 
World War I was the catalyst for change, in Campden as well as the rest of the country... 
22nd August 1914 
RED CROSS MEETING AT CAMPDEN 
A public meeting was held at the Town Hall on Monday evening to discuss the advisability of 
forming an emergency committee for the purpose of assisting any work that might be needed 
in connection with the Red Cross Society or any similar institution, and it thought advisable to 
form such a committee. Mr. George Haines presided, and there was a representative 
attendance. He stated that a county committee had been formed, and they ought to work with 
that committee. He read a letter from Miss Harwood on behalf of the National Union of 
Women’s Suffrage, that the committee of that body was willing to assist. 
 
EVESHAM JOURNAL      20th February 1915 
WOMENS SUFFRAGE MEETING 
National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies - the Chipping Campden branch of the NUWSS 
held a drawing room meeting, by the kind invitation of Mrs Welsh, at Seymoor House on 
Saturday, which in spite of bad weather was well attended. Miss Harwood, the local secretary, 
opened the meeting in a few words, explaining the effort all suffrage societies are making to 
give work to skilled workwomen thrown out of work by the war, and gave a resume of the 
annual NUWSS council meetings just held in London. Miss Harwood then introduced Miss Elkin, 



of the Board of Trade, who gave an interesting address, especially touching on the work of 
women patrols in our large camps, the Soldiers and Sailors Association, the relief work among 
Belgian refugees, these being largely helped by the organisations of Women's Suffrage 
Societies. A small collection of toys was on view made by women thrown out of employment 
through the war. A discussion closed the meeting. 
 
 
EVESHAM JOURNAL      8th May 1915 
WOMENS SUFFRAGE MEETING 
National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies - a meeting was held at the Town Hall, Campden, 
on Thursday week, under the auspices of NUWSS, at which Miss Geraldine Cooke gave a most 
interesting and instructive address in the subject of “Women's National Responsibility” 
touching upon the work carried on by the NUWSS in relieving Distress caused by the war, 
canteen and patrol work in the various camps, social work, such as clubs for girls and Red Cross 
Work, both amongst our own soldiers and those of our Allies. Miss Cooke arose the sympathy 
of all present by her tribute of admiration for the work of the Scottish Red Cross Unit whose 
services have been accepted by the Serbian Government to help stay terrible ravages of 
Typhoid. Miss Cooke appealed to her audience, to help to provide a “Gloucestershire Bed” for 
the Serbian unit, and at the collection made over £2 was contributed. The audience of over 50 
was a gratifying testimony to the patriotic work now being done by NUWSS. 
 
NB. The audience had doubled in twelve months 
 
Finally, the Representation of the People act 1918 
 
EVESHAM JOURNAL      11th May 1918 
 
WOMEN AND THE VOTE - a meeting was held in the town hall on Wednesday evening, which 
was largely attended by ladies, which included Mrs Hankin, Mrs Dewhurst, the Mrs Ramsay, 
Mrs Matthew Cox, Mrs Coulton, Mrs R Pope, Miss Maculay, Mrs F Dunn, Mrs R Dunn, Miss 
Dunn, Miss Batchelor, Miss Cameron, Miss K Coldicott, Miss Griffths, Nurse Groom, Mrs W N 
Izod, Mrs Elsley, Miss Manton, Miss Izod, Miss Williams etc. The meeting was held under the 
auspices of the NUWSS.  
The Rev. Philip Lewis occupied the chair, and in his opening remarks said now that women had 
been given the vote they had obtained a great privilege and a great responsibility. The vote 
was nothing in itself; it was only a means to an end. Miss Walford gave an address entitled “Am 
I a Woman Citizen?”. She advocated the formation of a Women's Citizen Association with a 
study circle branch to consider the questions of the day. 
 
Members of Chipping Campden History Society are continuing to research those women in 
Campden who did, and didn’t, get the vote.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Mothers Union just before WWI. They may well have attended the meetings  
    but only three of these ladies have been identified:  
    Josie Meadows (standing third from the left),  
    Sarah Harwood, her mother, (next right) and Eliza Merriman (seated centre).  
    Josie had her 30th birthday just before the Electoral Register was compiled  
    in 1918. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Women who got the Vote: standing outside their Sheep Street homes -  
    (left to right) Emma Willis, Elizabeth Merriman and Sarah Harwood. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Josephine Griffiths attended the local NUWSS 
meetings and was a prominent Campden citizen but 
did not qualify for the vote.  
Although over 30 years of age, she was unmarried  
(and therefore did not qualify through a husband)  
and she was not a property owner. 
 

 
 

 
Esther Starkiss, a widow, qualified for the vote through  
her occupation as licensee of the Plough Inn in Lower High Street. 
In 1919 the pub was closed down, with others, as the magistrates  
thought there were too many pubs.  
Subsequently Mrs Starkiss set up a little store in Park Road. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Mrs Mary (Polly) Waine lived in the Almshouses, and received the Vote.  


