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From The Editor 
As I start to edit this issue, I have just heard of the sad and unexpected death on 26th 
July after a very short illness, of Felicity Ashbee, aged 95, a daughter of Charles and 
Janet Ashbee.  Her funeral was held on 6th August and there is to be a Memorial 
Tribute to her on 2nd October at the Art Workers Guild in London.  Felicity has been 
the authority on her parents’ lives for many years now and her Obituary in the 
Independent described her as ‘probably the last close link with the inner circle of 
extraordinary creative talents fostered or inspired by William Morris’ … her death 
‘marks its [the Arts & Crafts movement] formal and final passing’. 

This first issue of Volume Number VI is a bumper issue full of connections.  John 
Taplin, Andrew Davenport and Tim Clough (Editor of Rutland Local History & 
Record Society), after their initial queries to the Archive Room, all sent articles on 
their researches; the pieces on Maye Bruce and Thomas Phillipps are connected with 
new publications; there is an ‘earthy’ connection between with the Plough, Rutland 
and Bruce researches and the Phillipps and Whitfield articles both have Shakespeare 
connections.  Thank you all for sending such interesting and valuable contributions to 
Notes & Queries.   

Editor: C.Jackson, CADHAS Archive Room, Old Police Station, High St, Chipping Campden, Glos. GL55 6HB 
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Letters to the Editor 

In June, member Diana Evans wrote to me about Ancient Yews In Campden: 

Behind The Gables in the High Street there is an ancient yew tree near to the house.  
Mrs. Enid Birch who lived in the house from 1937 to 1989 told us that there had been a 
row of yews planted behind the High Street to commemorate the coronation of James I 
in 1603, but that many of these had since disappeared.  We have no way of knowing if 
this tale is true, but what is true is that there are still several yew trees growing today.  
The Gables yew tree is in fact two trees growing side by side with one canopy, the 
space between the bases being l ft.  One tree has a girth of 9ft 3ins and the other 9ft 
6ins.  Although extremely tall at the moment, part of the top was lost in a storm in the 
1980s. 

The tree surgeon who tends the tree behind Westcote House feels that that tree may be 
500 years old.  Its girth is 12ft 4ins.  There is also a tree behind Seymour House, which 
had to be drastically cut back in the last few years, as it appeared to be dying, but it has 
survived.  There is another tree at Grevel House with a girth of 6ft 8ins.  It is featured 
on a painting of the 1870s in the Town Hall, where it is shown as about 15ft tall, shaped 
like an umbrella. 

On the other side of the High Street at Dover’s House there was a tree, the stump of 
which still survives (girth of 8ft 4ins), which was cut down before the days of listed 
buildings and conservation. 

The late Geoffrey Powell was at a loss to know why these trees were planted in what 
was an agricultural society.  The berries and foliage are lethal to animals, hence these 
trees were usually planted in churchyards where no animals grazed.  They were grown 
for the wood for the longbows in the Middle Ages.  Mastery of the longbow took many 
years.  Edward I banned all sports except archery on Sundays to make sure all 
Englishmen practised with the longbow.  They were used in the Hundred Years' War, 
with notable successes at the Battle of Crecy in 1346 and the Battle of Agincourt in 
1415.  In 1470 Edward IV made practice after church on Sundays compulsory for all 
men.  Copious amounts of yew were required for the longbows but hazel, ash and 
laburnum were then allowed for practice bows.  By 1472 every ship coming to an 
English port had to bring four bowstaves for every ton.  Richard III increased this to ten 
for every ton. (With thanks to Wikipedia!) 

The Ancient Yew Group is attempting to list all ancient yews in the country, but before 
contacting them it would be good to hear from anyone else who may have a yew tree 
(and the size of its girth) or any tales attached.  Ebrington is already listed on their 
website.   

Does anyone know how old the yew trees are in the avenue in the churchyard?  David 
Cook, the vicar, does not.  Do you know of other ancient yews in the town?  Please ring 
Diana Evans on 01386-840313 if you can add to our information. 

 

Jane Wilgress wrote in February from California, saying how she enjoyed reading “all 
these informational treasures” about Whitfield, Teapot and the Workhouse Bank and 
that when she lived in Northleach in 1936 after she was married, it still had an operating 
workhouse. 
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Maye E. Bruce  

Innovator of the Quick Return Composting Method and one of the 
Founder Members of the Soil Association 

    Andrew Davenport 

Curiously in the last couple of years we have had several different enquiries to the Archive 
Room about Norton Hall and the Bruce family and each of these different contacts have 
helped piece together a picture of the family.  Further information will be available on the 
website www.chippingcampdenhistory.org.uk.     

Born in Dublin, Ireland on 3rd May 1879, Maye Emily Bruce, or ‘Miss Bruce’ as she 
became known, was the eldest of seven children.  Her father, Samuel Bruce, came 
from an affluent and influential Northern Irish family descended from 6 generations 
of Scots Presbyterian Ministers and scholars who had came to Ulster in the early 
1600s.  The Bruce family can be traced back to Robert the Bruce, first King of 
Scotland.  Samuel was a director of the largest whiskey distillery in Belfast and the 
family accrued a substantial wealth from the commercial activities of the latter 
generations. 

Maye’s mother, Louisa Julia Colthurst, who preferred to be called Julia, came from 
the family who were once the owners of Blarney Castle near Cork in Ireland and was 
a descendant of Sir William Petty, the famous political economist, scientist and 
philosopher.  

In 1884 Samuel, Julia and their young family uprooted and moved to Norton Hall, 
Chipping Campden. [Ed. Maye would have been about 5 and George 4.]  It is quite 
perplexing to understand why the family relocated (no disrespect to Chipping 
Campden of course!) given their firm footings and wealth in Ireland.  However, it is 
thought that possible reasons behind this could have been sectarian issues and also 
that Julia wanted to be nearer London where she could fulfil her passion for attending 
concerts and interest in music.  This indulgence in the arts was further highlighted by 
the purchase of a house in London’s Cromwell Road where Julia hosted musical 
soirées attended by musicians including the famed violinist, Yehudi Menuhin.  

Little is known about Miss Bruce’s upbringing, but it is thought that it was fairly 
typical for the period in that she would have been educated at home and by a German 
governess, which was fashionable at the time.  [Ed. The 1891 census records the 
presence of a 31 year-old German governess, Julia Jaffé living with the family and 
staff at Norton Hall.] 

Miss Bruce was interested in nature and from an early age collected wild flowers and 
butterflies.  She also had many other interests; she was artistic, being a very good 
photographer, and painted and drew on occasions; she liked walking, mountaineering 
and travelling (she collected many books on this subject); her main interest and love 
was hunting for which apparently she had an aptitude.  By all accounts Miss Bruce 
was an intelligent woman and when she gained an interest in something, she would 
pursue it with enthusiasm.  

When her parents moved to London in 1912, Miss Bruce [Ed. now aged 33] stayed in 
residence at Norton Hall and shortly following the outbreak of war, in October 1914, 
the Hall was set up as a Voluntary Aid Department (V.A.D.) Hospital, being one of 
the first establishments to do so.  Miss Bruce was Commandant of the hospital, which 
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was staffed by voluntary nurses, and it stayed open until the spring of 1919.  
Deservedly she received an MBE for her work, as did all the other commandants.  

Her next venture brought her into the arms of the Girl Guide movement; she soon 
became a Commissioner following which she was made County Commissioner for 
Gloucestershire, a position that she held for 17 years.  

Norton Hall was sold in 1921 and Miss Bruce [Ed. now c.42] purchased her own 
property, a neglected farm near Cirencester in the Cotswolds.  Initially, she used the 
manure from the farm to restore and bring life to the stony Cotswold soil; however, 
the manure eventually ran out and the soil became in desperate need of sustenance.  
As a means of producing compost, she had heard about the Anthroposophical Society 
through a friend and decided to join it.  The society based their work on the theories 
of Rudolf Steiner and Miss Bruce learnt the virtues of biodynamic compost making.  
Whilst she maintained a good relationship with the society, she had her own thoughts 
about the methods and decided to move on and follow her own ideas.  Inspiration 
came in the shape of her theory: ‘The Divinity within the flower is sufficient in itself’.  
Miss Bruce decided to experiment; she extracted the essences from the flowers used 
in the biodynamic method (yarrow, chamomile, nettle, dandelion and valerian), 
combined them with oak bark and honey and at a dilution ratio of 10,000 to 1, her 
activator produced a compost of excellent ‘manurial’ value.  What made her compost 
even more special was the speed with which it was produced; Miss Bruce claimed the 
compost could be made in 4 weeks for a heap made in the spring, 8 weeks for a 
summer heap, 12 weeks for an autumn heap and hence she named her composting 
system ‘The Quick Return Method’.  Furthermore, because of the way in which the 
activator worked, the heap required no turning.  

In 1938, L F Easterbrook, the agricultural correspondent from the daily newspaper 
‘The News Chronicle’ wrote an article about Q.R. composting which provoked a huge 
response.  Hundreds of people wrote in asking about the compost and how it was 
made.  This set the ball rolling, however at this stage Miss Bruce was still producing 
the activator in the form of solutions.  The honey had to be added to the herbs 
immediately prior to use otherwise the solution would ferment.  This meant sending 
out the solution in two parts. 

By 1940, Miss Bruce had written her first book, ‘From Vegetable Waste to Fertile 
Soil’, concisely describing the Q.R method, the benefits the compost gave to the soil, 
the health of crops grown in this soil and the well being of those animals and people 
who fed on them.  The Q.R. method was relatively simple to follow with the heap 
being built up in 4” (10cm) layers each sprinkled with a small amount of the diluted 
herbal solutions.  The important considerations in building the heap were retention of 
heat, aeration, shelter and good drainage.  A spadeful of soil was added at each layer 
and crushed limestone was spread sparingly at every third layer.  

Miss Bruce’s intention was to make the composting method available to as many 
people as possible.  It was not her aim to gain from it financially; her primary motive 
was to ‘Give back life to the soil, and thus eventually abolishing disease in plant, 
animal and man’.  It would also help gardeners and farmers make their own compost 
where manure was not available and vegetable waste was predominant.  

In 1944 Miss Bruce had the idea of drying the herbs and making a powder, which 
solved the problem of having two solutions, and also made the packaging and 
shipping of the activator much easier.  
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Her second book, ‘Common Sense Compost Making’ was published in 1946, telling 
the story of Q.R. compost making, 
partly set amidst the back drop of 
World War II, during which time 
Miss Bruce had still been able to carry 
out her composting experimentation 
and development despite the country 
being at war, probably because when 
the war started in 1939 she was 
already 60 years old and would not be 
called upon for any war duties.  The 
book reached wide acclaim selling 
untold thousands of copies over the 
thirty years or so the book was in print 
and the method became popular in 
many countries including Canada, 
Australia and South Africa.  

Miss Bruce was a founder member of 
the Soil Association and close friend 
of Lady Eve Balfour, founder of the 
Soil Association, and together they 
would attend farming shows, such as 
the Royal Show, taking with them 
samples of the compost in punnets 
and leaflets on how to make Q.R. compost.  Another important friendship that 
developed through the Organic Movement was Miss Bruce’s association with Jocelyn 
Chase (Director of Chase Organics and Soil Association member) who agreed to take 
on the vital role of production and distribution of the activator, which has ensured that 
the Q.R. compost activator remains available to purchase to this day. 

Miss Bruce died in 1964 and during her time on this earth she made a tremendous 
impact towards achieving her main aim in life: ‘Give back life to the soil, and thus 
eventually abolishing disease in plant, animal and man’.  

The foregoing article consists of extracts from the book: ‘Quick Return Compost 
Making – The Essence of the Sustainable Organic Garden’ available after 1st 
September 2008 from: www.qrcompostingsolutions.co.uk.  ISBN 978-0-9560087-0-1. 

 

Sources and thanks to the following: The Bruce family members and descendants. 
Mrs. P - the maid of Miss Bruce for 26 years. 
Carol Jackson & CADHAS Archive Room Team 
Richard Graham   
The Soil Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.qrcompostingsolutions.co.uk/
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Lion Cottage, Broad Campden 

        Olivia Amphlett 

In December 2007 a rifle bayonet that had been dug up in the garden of Lion Cottage 
in Broad Campden was handed in to CADHAS for evaluation and to be stored in the 
CADHAS Archives.  The rifle bayonet was in poor condition, broken into two pieces. 

The object was taken to the Corinium Museum in Cirencester, which provides a free 
service for identifying and dating artefacts.  The archaeological officer, Dr. Alison 
Brookes, identified the object as a First World War bayonet, in two pieces and heavily 
corroded.  She provided the following notes:  The British infantry man was issued 
with the Lee Enfield 0.303 rifle.  This rifle was first produced in 1907 and had been 
designed by an American called James Lee.  The rifle was built at the Royal Small 
Arms Factory in Enfield, hence the rifle’s name. 

Pictures of the rifle bayonet were sent to Jessica Stewart at the Department of 
Weapons, Equipment and Vehicles, in parallel with the investigations at the Corinium 
Museum.  Jessica suggested that, from the pictures, it appeared to be a Pattern 1907 
bayonet used with the Short Magazine Lee Enfield rifle.  The rifle was produced in 
great numbers and used in both World Wars.  This particular bayonet looks to be an 
early one as it has a hooked quillion.  The model was discontinued in 1913 as the 
quillions were found to be of no practical use. 

It is not known who the owner of the bayonet might have been or at what period it 
was buried.  It is well known that soldiers returning from the war sometimes brought 
back weapons with them in their kit.  A bayonet such as this could have been brought 
back and used as a tool in the garden until it broke.  It would be interesting to know if 
anyone recollects a soldier living at Lion Cottage who might have buried it there. 

Lion Cottage used to be the Old Post Office at Broad Campden, and was previously 
known as Rose Cottage.  Barbara Rawcliffe, who donated the rifle bayonet, thinks 
that the two cottages, Lion Cottage and Lamb Cottage (as it is now named), were 
originally four cottages.  Four chimneys can be seen on the two cottages.  She recently 
had a visitor whose family had lived at Lion Cottage at the beginning of the twentieth 
century and was able to provide some information about it: 

Mrs W. New (nee Horwood) was born at Lion Cottage in 1909 and moved to London 
when she was 10.  There is a photograph (dated about 1917) showing Jessie Horwood 
(Mrs New’s sister) in front of the Post Office (Lion Cottage).  The Post Office sign 
and letterbox can be seen in the photograph.  Their mother was the cook at the 
Norman Chapel in Broad Campden for C.R. Ashbee and was also postmistress at the 
Post Office.  Their father was a member of the Guild and was jeweller to the Harts. 

Lion Cottage was still a Post Office in the late 1950s according to the recollections of 
Anne Woodford, nee Lloyd Dixon, in a letter to Barbara Rawcliffe.  At that time Mrs 
Hope was the postmistress and Anne thinks she sold canaries as well as postage 
stamps? 

Perhaps C.R.Ashbee converted the four cottages, which were not in good repair, to 
two cottages for use by the Guild members.  Does anyone have any knowledge about 
this? 
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Sir Thomas Phillipps 1792-1872:  Bibliophile 
                   David Cotterell 

This article is a by-product of the researches made by member David Cotterell for his latest 
book, ‘The Legend of The Bells’, about the missing bells of Evesham Abbey, available direct 
from the publisher at £7.99:  www.upfrontpublishing.co.uk. 

Arguably one of the most eccentric and renowned characters in the North Cotswolds, 
Sir Thomas Phillipps, achieved fame and world notoriety as, of all things, and in his 
own words, a “vello-maniac”.  Possibly very few of the hundreds who pass or visit 
Broadway Tower on the Cotswold Way realise that it is just a stone’s throw from 
Middle Hill House, which at one time housed the largest collection of books and 
manuscripts in the world.  

Sir Thomas was not your normal baronet either; he was the illegitimate son of one 
Thomas Phillipps, a wealthy senior partner in Phillipps Lowe & Company of 
Manchester, which specialised in printing calico.  Phillipps senior ensured that son 
Thomas got a good education, however, and sent him to Rugby School and then 
University College, Oxford.  It was at Oxford that the fascination with book collecting 
really took hold to become his life long obsession. 

On retirement from the calico trade, Phillipps senior returned to Broadway, his home 
territory, where he made the grand gesture of buying Middle Hill Estate.  The estate 
included Broadway Tower and surrounding farms and he moved into Middle Hill 
House with his son (the future Sir Thomas).  Both had characters described as 
irascible and both had hearing afflictions, which made communication a problem, so 
that they quickly became notorious as being “difficult”.  Phillipps senior, who 
protested strongly about the cost of “all the book collecting”, also objected to his 
son’s liaison with his future wife, Henrietta Molyneaux, (because she had no dowry), 
and it was not until he died in 1818 that they were able to marry.  From then on Sir 
Thomas, with a handsome annual income for the day of some £6,000, could wilfully 
indulge his obsession to the extent that he amassed some 60,000 books and 40,000 
manuscripts, (alleged numbers tend to vary), all of which were housed at Middle Hill.  
He developed a unique storage system in coffin like boxes with drop down fronts to 
enable them to be moved with facility in case of fire.  “Middle Hill Press” was 
installed in Broadway Tower and it was there that, perhaps a little crudely but 
effectively, many irreplaceable manuscripts were copied and saved for posterity.  He 
fathered three daughters and the first ten years of marriage were probably the happiest 
of his life, but his frantic purchases of books and manuscripts from all over Europe 
virtually bankrupted the estate and he was debt ridden and haunted by creditors for the 
rest of his life.  His wife, Henrietta, died young, and he systematically searched for, 
and found, a wealthy second wife in Elizabeth Mansel who fortunately remained 
constant and supportive in what must have been very trying circumstances.  She is 
humorously recorded as saying: “We are booked out of one wing and ratted out of 
another”. 

Despite all his problems he still entertained many eminent writers and artists of the 
day, including William Morris, (who used Broadway Tower for ‘country meditation’), 
and the landscape painter John Glover, but with greater future portent the young 
scholar James Orchard Halliwell.  Halliwell promptly fell in love with one of Sir 
Thomas’s daughters, (also called Henrietta).  Unfortunately Halliwell was famously 
accused of stealing documents from Trinity College, Cambridge and, although never 
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proven, he was temporarily barred from the British Museum Library.  Sir Thomas was 
outraged at being associated with this alleged disgrace and forbade his daughter, 
Henrietta, to see Halliwell ever again, but she, being of age, promptly eloped with him 
and got married.  

At this point the plot thickens.  Wary of his son’s profligacy in book buying, Sir 
Thomas’s father had left him the life tenancy of Middle Hill, but the estate was 
entailed in favour of his granddaughter Henrietta and, as the result of her marriage, 
Halliwell, (presumably to Sir Thomas’s horror), became the residual legatee.  That 
was a declaration of war and Sir Thomas did everything in his power to vilify 
Halliwell and destroy his reputation, fortunately without great success; he was never 
again reconciled with his daughter Henrietta despite her efforts to heal the breach. 

Halliwell, of all people, was now accused of neglecting the estate, although it had 
been badly neglected for many years.  Sir Thomas, to ensure that Halliwell did not get 
his hands on his collection, took a lease on, and ultimately bought, the bleak and 
uncomfortable mansion, Thirlestaine House in Cheltenham, the former home and art 
gallery of Lord Northwick, (John Rushout of Northwick Park).  Over the next two 
years the whole mass of books and papers was transported using two hundred carts 
and three hundred horses and Sir Thomas vacated Middle Hill forever leaving it a 
desolate shambles.  

On Sir Thomas’s death it was discovered that his will contained clauses forbidding 
access to his collection by the Halliwells or any Roman Catholic and it was some 
years before court orders could be obtained to overturn these conditions.  The British 
Museum declined to finance a purchase of the collection and it was gradually 
catalogued and sold off all over the world.  The last known boxes were sold as 
recently as 1946 and the still substantial residue was purchased in 1977 by New York 
dealers H.P. Kraus.  Purchases are still being scrutinised and catalogued and there are 
almost certainly treasures awaiting discovery. 

This is no more than a précis of the whole lurid story; James Orchard Halliwell 
hyphenated Phillipps to his name by testamentary direction and became 
Shakespeare’s biographer and the founder of the Stratford-upon-Avon Shakespeare 
Trust, which acquired New Place.  Controversy was never far away and, like his 
father-in-law, the quarrels were many – that is yet another story!  At his death many 
papers found among his effects had allegedly been taken or torn from valuable books 
and manuscripts, but his generous bequests and general dedication to literature seem 
to be at variance with such claims which may have been malicious. 

Sir Thomas Phillipps is a distant Cotterell cousin through his grandmother, Mary 
Cotterell, who is a distant Great Aunt and the Middle Hill Estate was bought for his 
father by Edward Cotterell of “Cotterell Papers” note.  He was known and recognised 
as a cousin by my grandfather, Frank Cotterell, and, although described by him as “a 
crabby old so and so”, (the actual description has been edited), one sensed that he held 
him in some sort of warm and tolerant regard.  

Sources:  Phillipps Studies - A.N.L. Munby Oxford  
Dictionary of National Biography 

                Dartmouth College Library 
                Wikipedia 
                Family records 
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Rutland and Chipping Campden: 

an unexplained connection 

Tim Clough 

Tim Clough, Hon. Editor of Rutland Local History & Record Society and one of the key 
Rutland historians, wrote to CADHAS Archives in May 2008 with this curious question. 

In 1875, after two years’ gestation, Her Majesty’s Stationery Office gave birth to 
massive twin volumes, the Return of Owners of Land 1873.  The purpose of the 
Return was mainly to show for England and Wales the numbers and names of owners 
of land of one acre and upwards.  The compilers encountered many difficulties and 
problems in collecting and reconciling the information, not least because they relied 
heavily on information, which was some years out of date.  The Rutland return 
follows the standard pattern, beginning with a statement of population in 1871, the 
number of inhabited houses, and the number of parishes.  The list contains the details 
of 564 recorded owners of land, both individual and corporate. 

In studying this material, with a view to publishing a transcript and commentary, it 
seemed useful to consider the geographical distribution of the owners – the Return 
normally gives their addresses rather than the location of their land.  Although, as one 
would expect, most had addresses in Rutland, a significant number, just over a third, 
were resident in other parts of the country.  Neighbouring counties such as 
Leicestershire, Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire (though not Nottinghamshire), 
were well represented, as was London.  Most other counties had very few, if any, 
owners of land in Rutland.  It therefore came as something of a surprise to realise that 
there was a nucleus of eighteen in the relatively distant county of Gloucestershire, of 
whom thirteen were in Chipping Campden, with a few others nearby in 
Worcestershire, as well as a few strays elsewhere.  

What is remarkable about this group is not just their geographical distribution but also 
the uniformity of their acreage and rental values.  Attention is drawn to them 
particularly by the appearance of thirteen individuals in Chipping Campden, 
Gloucestershire, all of whom except one are shown as owning 1 acre 13 or 14 perches.  
The odd one out is James Turner, who has 15 acres and can therefore be excluded 
from the group.  Then there are three more elsewhere in Gloucestershire and four in 
Worcestershire, all with the same characteristics.  A wider search for owners with 
identical acreage and rental value (always 1s 5d, i.e. around 1s 3½d an acre) reveals 
two in Rutland (at Cottesmore and Exton), one each in Grantham (Lincolnshire) and 
Scalford (Leicestershire), three in London and one in Canterbury (Kent).  

In all there are 27 individuals in the group, as shown in the accompanying table; the 
first nine in alphabetical order have 1 acre 14 perches, the remainder have one perch 
less, a total of 29¼ acres.  Many appear to have family ties with at least one other 
individual, sometimes in a different part of the country (there are at least six pairs of 
surname – Averill, Healy, Keyte, Marshall, Rimmell, Smith – or seven if one equates 
Haines with Haynes, as well as a trio of Keens).  Such ties have been confirmed by 
members of the Campden & District Historical & Archaeological Society 
(CADHAS), whose generous and enthusiastic assistance has also revealed an 
extraordinary complexity of marriage and family relationships between many of those 
in this group.  These link, for example, the Haines, Hancock, Hands, Keen, Keyte, and 
Tidmarsh families and account for at least eight or nine of those named.  More than 
that, the same sources indicate that most of these families seem to have a common 
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ancestry in eighteenth-century Rutland through the marriages of John Hickman and 
Exton-born Mary Goupil in 1743 or of Robert Hickman and Elizabeth Newton in 
Exton in 1788.  They also reveal that W.H.Baker, the son of Richard Westbrook 
Baker (the Earl of Gainsborough’s well-known agent and agriculturalist), married 
Elizabeth Keen of Westington, near Campden – another link between the two estates.  
The minutiae of these links and their implications for the known historical 
relationship between the Exton and Chipping Campden estates are beyond the scope 
of this note, but would make an interesting study in themselves. 

One or two references in wills to land in Rutland have been found by CADHAS 
members.  Most importantly, in his will of 6th December 1837, William Holmes of 
Westington leaves ‘all that piece or parcel of freehold land and hereditaments 
belonging to me situate lying and being in the County of Rutland unto my nephew 
John Keyte now residing in or near the City of London ...’  John Keyte, a carpenter, 
was living in Shoreditch, Middlesex, in the 1851 census and his will, dated 17th 
January 1850, includes a bequest of ‘... all that piece of freehold land situate and 
being at Whissendine in the County of Rutland, containing one acre and two roods or 
thereabouts, be it more or less ...’ to his wife Mary Ball Keyte, and following her 
death ‘... the said piece of freehold land at Whissendine aforesaid ...’ to his son Henry 
Keyte.   These two wills can be taken to refer to the same land and usefully confirm 
its freehold status, although it is not known whereabouts in the parish it lay.  

Other wills have been found to refer to unspecified amounts of land in Whissendine: 
that of John Stanley of Chipping Campden, farmer, dated 10th June and proved 23rd 
November 1820, gives all his freehold land at Whissendine to his nephew Richard 
Ellis; that of James Keen of Weston Park, Gloucestershire, gentleman, dated 28th 
January 1858 and proved 14th February 1861 after his death on 22nd December 1860, 
gives all his lands at Whissendine to his executors William Rimell of Chipping 
Campden (himself perhaps one of this group) and Edmund Kendall [Ed. solicitor] of 
Bourton-on-the-Water for them to deal with.  In neither case, however, is the location 
or quantity of the land more closely given.  

When John Keyte (baptised 1795) died is not stated, but if he was the man of that 
name in the Return and Henry Keyte was his son then this may be an instance of the 
same land being listed twice (something which certainly seems to have happened).  
James Keen is undoubtedly the James Keen of Weston-sub-Edge, illustrating the fact 
that the Return was based on out-of-date information.  What happened subsequently 
to the land bequeathed to Richard Ellis is unknown. 

Examination of the Return as a whole suggests that, whilst there are others who hold 
similarly (though not identically) small parcels some of which may also have 
relatively low rental values, most parcels of little over an acre have much higher 
values.  There seem to be no others that one could reasonably link with the group, 
although it is possible that there were some people who owned similar parcels as part 
of a larger freehold estate in the county: these would be impossible to identify from 
the information in the Return. 

There are perhaps two clues that may enable one eventually to solve this mystery.  
Chipping Campden, like Exton in Rutland, is one of the principal seats of the Noel 
family, and this suggests a link between the Noels and these small owners.  Certainly 
a number of them, or members of the same families, also tenanted land and buildings 
in and around Campden in 1869, as witness an abstract of title of the Gainsborough 
estates of that date, in private hands but made available via CADHAS.  However, in 
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this context, the Whissendine wills are hard to explain at the moment: it was not until 
1861 that the Earl of Gainsborough purchased some of the Sherard family’s 
Whissendine estate at auction, as Victoria County History: Rutland shows, and the 
John Stanley will suggests that one should look to a date earlier than 1820 for an 
explanation.  However, one may note that at the time of the Whissendine enclosure in 
1763, Thomas Noel was the surviving trustee for Bennet Sherard, 1st Earl of 
Harborough, and as such was awarded a substantial acreage: but there is no evidence 
then for a large group of small landowners (inf. Dr Ian Ryder).   

The other clue lies in the identical acreages and rental values of the parcels of land.  
The system of letting small allotments of 1½ roods to ‘industrious labourers’, which 
Richard Westbrook Baker introduced on the Earl of Gainsborough’s Rutland estates 
in the 1830s (White 1863, 784), is well known.  However, the owners of these larger 
parcels, or at least some of them, appear to be anything but mere ‘industrious 
labourers’, and their land is owned, not let.  Information gleaned from CADHAS 
members, from searches in directories and from other on-line sources has shown that 
many of those named came from substantial Campden farming families, among them 
the Haines, Izod and Keen families.  Joseph Hands was a grocer, druggist and stamp 
distributor, and the Tidmarsh family were farmers and maltsters.  Elsewhere, Isaac 
Averill was a leading member of the Broadway community, whilst Alfred Frisby was 
the Earl of Gainsborough’s Rutland land agent and steward.  

This situation cannot have developed by chance.  It seems unlikely, despite the close 
family ties that these lands represent the breaking up of a larger estate into a series of 
uniform small legacies.  One possibility might be that these parcels of land are 
evidence for the buying of votes in parliamentary elections of an earlier period.  
Certainly the Rutland elections of 1710 and 1713 saw a considerable amount of 
jiggery-pokery, not least of which was the creation of numbers of new forty-shilling 
freeholders.  The candidates in 1710 included John Noel and Philip Sherard – both 
staunch Whigs – and in fact the former was then ejected from the House of Commons 
as a result of vote-rigging (something quietly ignored in VCH) (for details, see 
Andrew Mitchell, Rutland Elections in the early Eighteenth Century, Rutland Record 
15 (1995), 206-12).  Whether anything similar transpired during the several elections 
later in the eighteenth century has not yet been investigated, but there could be 
relevant correspondence or papers in the Noel archives. 

For the moment, the mystery remains and a common link has yet to be established.  
Whether the solution is to be found amongst records at the Chipping Campden end or 
amongst those relating to Rutland, or indeed amongst individual wills and family 
papers, remains to be seen.  If any reader should turn up anything that might help to 
resolve the question, besides the information already generously provided, this writer 
would be very pleased to hear of it.  editor@rutlandhistory.org 
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The twenty-seven members of the Chipping Campden mystery group. 

 

No Name of Owner Address of Owner Notes 

  16 Isaac Averill Broadway, Worcs 
‘Squire Averill’ of Broad Close; Overseer of 
Roads (www.oldbroadway.org.uk) 

  17 Stephen Averill Broadway, Worcs Probably brother of the above 

  46 Francis Bott Stepney, London E  

180 Alfred Frisby Cottesmore, Rutland 

Managing clerk, estate office, Cottesmore (White 
1863); Steward to the Earl of Gainsborough 
(Barker 1875); widower, aged 52 (1871 Census: 
inf.  M Frisby) 

213 John Haines Chipping Campden  

218 S Hancock Chipping Campden  

220 Joseph Hands Chipping Campden 
Grocer, druggist, stamp distributor, Church 
Street (Slater 1868) 

224 John Hardy Grantham, Lincs  

231 William Hawes Chipping Campden  

234 Peter Haynes Chipping Campden  

237 John Healey Scalford, Leics  

239 William Healey Stourbridge, Worcs  

274 Nathan Izod Chipping Campden 
Farmer at Westington (Slater 1868);  papers in 
Gloucestershire Archives 

286 George Keen Chipping Campden Farmer at Westington (Slater 1868) 

287 James Keen Weston-sub-Edge, Gloucs  

288 W Henry Keen Chipping Campden  

295 Henry Keyte London 
Several members of Keyte family listed in 
Chipping Campden (Slater 1868) 

296 John Keyte City Road, London 
Will of John Keyte (1850) shows he was a 
carpenter and had a son Henry  

300 Henry W Kingzett Chipping Campden Farmer (Slater 1868) 

321 Barnard Marshall Canterbury, Kent  

322 Charles Marshall Snowshill, Gloucs  

427 H John Rimmell Norton, Gloucs  

428 William Rimmell Chipping Campden Probably a farmer, ?at Ebrington (Slater 1868) 

430 Henry Roberts Blockley, Worcs  

467 Allen James Smith Chipping Campden  

472 William Smith Exton, Rutland  

499 James Tidmarsh Chipping Campden Farmers & maltsters 
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Putting Their Hands To The Plough, Part II 

     Margaret Fisher and Pearl Mitchell 

This is the final section of this larger article in CADHAS archives, describing the development of the 
annual ploughing match held by the North Cotswold Farmers Association in the Campden District in 
the early 20th century.  In 1905 it took place near the Campden Station, in 1906 near Attlepin Farm, in 
1907 was cancelled due to excessive rain and in 1908 it was held at Hidcote Hill in thick mist. 

The fifth annual ploughing, hedging and thatching competitions were held on Tuesday 
October 19th 1909 in a field on the Great Western Railway side of Pudlicote Mill.  This 
was about a mile out of Campden and kindly lent for the occasion by Mr. Victor 
Cartwright of the Manor Farm, Paxford.  September had been wet and the heavy and 
continuous rains leading up to this event had left the ground sodden and consequently 
the soil would not ‘cut’.  However, the weather on the day was said to be "all that was 
desired" with the number of entries up to average.  Nevertheless, the conditions greatly 
handicapped some of the competitors and one or two gave it up as a bad job.  The 
judges had much difficulty in awarding the prizes in Class Three (farmer or farmer's 
son), the work done being of such equal merit.  R. E. Ball of Hidcote Boyce did some 
good ploughing but the beginning and end were not nearly as good as C. H. Dee's who 
took first prize of a Larkworthy plough.  Ball's second prize was a set of two-horse 
chain harrows given by Messrs. W. T. Green and Co. of Birmingham.  A very bad ridge 
piece placed D. Haydon fourth, J. Baylis spoilt his chance by taking a crooked course 
and J. Berry from Cathole Farm, Ilmington, although his ploughing was of a much 
straighter character, had very bad ends.  There were only four entrants in Class Five 
(two horses abreast or three horses and a boy) and in this J. Cox did some exceedingly 
good work, considering the state of the ground, using a general-purpose plough.  
Several prize ploughs were in use but the heavy state of the ground prevented them 
being shown to advantage.  Class Six, for the tidiest teams, was divided in to two parts, 
ploughman J. Webb (Mr. O. R. Bagnall, Broad Campden) using a three-horse team won 
first prize and T. Stafford and J. Stafford both working for Mr. Lawrence Johnston of 
Hidcote Bartrim were first and second respectively ploughing with two horses abreast.  
J. Stafford had also won first prize for the ploughman under twenty years of age, the 
prize being given by the Warwickshire Hunt. 

The best hedger was F. Brain (Mr. S. Keyte) with George Smith (also Mr. S. Keyte) 
second and W. Gardiner (Mr. T. Baldwyn, Hidcote Boyce) third.  This year the 
thatchers had to thatch, in the best manner, a corn rick on their employer's farm.  G. 
Stow (Mr. W. N. Izod jnr. Westington.) took first place, J. D. Haydon (Mr. J. C. 
Haydon, Weston Subedge) was second and W. Haines (Mr. H. Dee, Longlands) was 
third. 

As was customary the Earl of Harrowby gave special prizes for workmen employed on 
the Norton Estate.  W. Parnell employed by Mr. J. James of Ebrington, was the best 
ploughman under twenty years of age, working with two horses abreast.  Although G. 
Smith was judged the best hedger of the Norton workers, he was disqualified, according 
to the rules, as he had won the prize the previous year.  Other special prizes were 
offered by Campden saddler, Mr. T. Ellison, provided that the winners were his 
customers, with J. Hancox winning the martingale for the best three-horse ploughman 
and H. Emms winning the whip for the best G. O. ploughman. 

Lady Harrowby presented the prizes from her motorcar and said how very pleased she 
had been to come, congratulating all the winners.  As usual, the arrangements were 
excellent and the good attendance of visitors had enjoyed watching the competitions.  
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Mr. S. Keyte of Mickleton Hills had once again been secretary with the assistance of 
Mr. H. Ball and a very able committee. 

Hidcote Bartrim was the venue chosen for the 1910 competitions.  Mr. John Tucker, a 
founder member and treasurer of the Campden Farmers Association, had retired from 
farming in 1907 after over 30 years at Hidcote, and the Manor Farm had been bought 
by Mr. Lawrence Johnston, (who created the now famous Hidcote Gardens) and his 
mother, Mrs. Gertrude Winthrop, who this year placed a field at the disposal of the 
N.C.F.A.  September had been cool, fine and sunny and on the meeting day, Thursday 
October 20th, the weather conditions were much better than the previous year and the 
work done showed a general improvement.  There was a falling off in the number of 
entries received, but in the class for farmers or farmer's sons the numbers were above 
average.  Everything went off without a hitch. 

Class One was excellent and the judges Messrs W. Mann (of Farmcote) and G. Hirons 
(Cleeve) could only decide the result on the fact that several ploughmen had not 
sufficiently cleaned out their furrows.  Mark James, employed by Mr. Samuel Keyte 
of Mickleton Hills, took first prize.  T. Stafford (Mr. Lawrence Johnston, Hidcote) 
won Class Two with W. Bickley (Mr. G. H. Hart, Broad Campden) being highly 
commended: he had not turned in his stubble quite so well as the other more 
successful men.  There were eight entries in the farmers' class and the work done was 
of top quality, which the judges said showed "that the farmers in the neighbourhood 
are quite capable of undertaking their own ploughing."  The results were as follows: 
1st  Mr. T. Bayliss; 2nd Mr. J. C. Dee; 3rd Mr. H. Ball; 4th Mr. T. Baldwyn all from 
Hidcote Boyce and 5th Mr. Norman Smith, Compton Scorpion near Charingworth.  As 
there was only one entry in the class for ploughmen under twenty years of age the first 
prize was withheld with the entrant, W. Stafford, being awarded second place.  The 
tidiest three-horse team was G. Thorne (Mr. C. Slatter, Clopton) with T. Digweed (Mr. 
T. Smith, Compton Scorpion) being second.  Both teams were turned out in excellent 
style and the horses were in first-class condition.  The tidiest two-horse team was won 
by W. Stafford who, although only a young lad, was highly complimented on the 
appearance of his team. 

Owing to the reduced number of entries in the hedging and thatching competitions 
only two prizes were awarded in each class.  The best hedger was T. Handy (Mr. L. 
Johnston), G. Howell, (Mr. W. N. Izod jnr, Westington) took second place.  The work 
done by these two men was said to be very good.  In the thatching W. Haines (Mr. H. 
Dee, Longlands) was champion with C. Cowley (Mr. Charles Coldicott, Mickleton 
Wood) second. 

At the close of the competitions the prizes were presented by Mr. Wrigley of Kiftsgate 
Court and he was heartily thanked for doing so by Mr. W. T. Jordan, who pointed out 
that the N.C.F.A. was "the best way of bringing master and man into closer union with 
each other, especially when a gentleman like Mr. Wrigley took an interest in 
agricultural pursuits." 

In this final year of the first decade of the twentieth century ninety per cent of the land 
of England and Wales was still cultivated by tenant farmers.  However, change had 
already begun in this area with the sale of the Fortescue Estate at Ebrington in 1909 to 
be followed in 1911 with the auction of the Harrowby Estate at Hidcote and Ebrington.  
All large landowners had been attempting to sell their farms and finally, by 1926, the 
Gainsborough holdings in Campden had also been broken up leaving only three 
properties remaining in their hands. 

http://n.c.f.a.september/
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No ploughing match took place in 1911 and this was greatly regretted by all those 
attending the Farmers Association dinner following the thirty-first Annual Teg Show 
held on March 27th 1912.  The only prize awarded for that previous year had been to 
Walter Haines for his rick thatching.  The year 1911 was considered to be "the hottest 
and driest summer in the memory of man".  July had been almost an absolute drought 
and August was also hot and dry with the temperature reaching 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit at Greenwich on August 9th.  The drought broke on September 13th and 
from then on the autumn was showery.  Surprisingly, the wheat and barley crops were 
above average, with the hay crop good but rather light.  Heat, mildew and insects had 
stunted the root crops and the pastures were burnt up.  Under these conditions there 
had been no possibility of organising a ploughing match.  

With declining entries and the problems of extreme weather conditions no more 
ploughing competitions appear to have taken place.  The threat of war was in everyone's 
mind and it was finally declared in August 1914.  By 1915 the North Cotswold Farmers 
Association reported that they had fallen on evil days and could not get their 
subscriptions in.  Apparently a new organisation, called the National Farmers Union, 
which had been founded in 1909, was attracting the younger farmers.  This was to 
spell the demise of the Farmers Association in Campden.  At their A.G.M. in April 
1916, following the Teg Show, only about twelve farmers, mostly elderly, attended in 
the evening.  The lack of interest was very galling to those who had worked so hard to 
improve agriculture in the North Cotswold area over the previous fifty years. 
 
Bibliography:  Gainsborough Archives:  Leicester P. R. O. 

Evesham Journal at Evesham Public Library 
The Ebrington Archives 
Cotswold Carthorse Society:  Thomas Jackson 
Rural England 1066-1348:  H. E Hallam 
Agricultural Records:  J. M. Stratton 
The English Plough:  J. B. Passmore MSc. 
The Standard Encyclopaedia of Modern Agriculture:  Wright. 1910 
Old Farm Tools and Machinery:  Percy W. Blandford 
Campden - A New History:  Alan Warmington 
The Cotswolds:. Anthea Jones 

Beneath the Clouds: The Diary of a Century in Ebrington, Charringworth and the Hidcotes. 1900-2000  

Before The Guild: Rennie Mackintosh 

Jill Wilson 

Many significant figures in various walks of life have visited Chipping Campden over 
the millennia and amongst these can now be counted Charles Rennie Mackintosh, the 
Scottish architect and designer.  In 1894 at the age of 26 he paid his first visit to 
England.  For the previous 10 years he had been an evening student at the Glasgow 
School of Art and now he visited the Cotswolds to see the vernacular architecture of 
the region.  His sketchbook contains drawings of buildings and details, such as 
knockers, doorways and furniture, seen in Evesham, Winchcombe, Buckland and 
Willersey, together with Chipping Campden – which he referred to as ‘Chippen 
Camden’.  Some of his later work has been considered to show the influence of this 
tour.  A divided window in St James’s church influenced another at Queen’s Cross.  
In the High Street he noted a bay window two storeys in height and this was copied 
for the entrance bay of the new Glasgow School of Art, built between 1897 and 1909. 
 
Source:   Charles Rennie Mackintosh, Architect, Artist, Icon, by John McKean, photographs by 
Colin Baxter, Lomond Books, Edinburgh: pp132-3. 
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‘The Finest Street Left In England’ 

         Carol Jackson 

Chipping Campden  ‘the finest street left in England’ is often quoted, but do you 
know the origin or context of this quote? 

It comes from a history book written by George Macaulay Trevelyan, O.M. called 
‘English Social History: a survey of six centuries from Chaucer to Queen Victoria’.  
The book is described as a ‘masterly portrayal of the daily life of our ancestors’.  It 
was first published in 1944 and a note in my copy says ‘An American edition of this 
work was published in 1942, but owing to paper shortage over here in war time, it was 
only possible to publish it in Great Britain in 1944’ - an interesting contextual fact in 
its own right.  The author’s introduction says the text was written mostly before the 
war. 

Chapter I, Chaucers’s England 1340-1400 deals with the field, village and manor-
house, the break up of the feudal manor, the effects of the Black Death (1348-1349), 
the unrest of 1381, farming and food in this period. 

Chapter II, Chaucers’s England (continued): 1340-1400, covers the Town and 
Church, explaining how medieval towns were at this time still both rural and 
agricultural centres, with mayors, bailiffs, constables and the burghers whose 
preoccupation was to extend their privileges of self-government and monopoly of 
local trade which had to be bought from King or Lord or Church.  Trevelyan then 
goes on to write about the wool trade and the powerful and wealthy Staplers who 
controlled the export trade.  From page 35, I quote:  

‘These London-Calais merchants, with whom the king had to bargain for 
loans and levies as if with a fourth estate of the realm, had extensive business 
and personal connections with wool-growing districts like the Cotswolds, 
where they and their rivals the clothiers bought estates and founded many 
great county families of Western England.  In 1401 was laid to rest in 
Chipping Campden the body of William Grevel ‘late citizen of London and 
flower of the wool merchants of England’. And his stone house is still an 
ornament of the most beautiful village street now left in the island:  for 
Chipping Campden was not an ordinary Gloucestershire village but a 
collecting centre for England’s greatest trade.’ 

George Macaulay Trevelyan, born on Feb. 16th 1876 at Welcombe, the Jacobean-style 
mansion near Stratford-upon-Avon inherited from his mother Caroline Philips’s 
Manchester cotton manufacturing family.  George came from a distinguished family.  
His great-uncle was Lord Thomas Babington Macaulay (1800-1859), the poet famous 
for the Lays of Ancient Rome and its well-known lines ‘Then out spake brave Horatius 
…’, the historian who wrote the History of England from the Accession of James II 
published between 1848 and 1859 and the Whig politician.  George’s father was Sir 
George Otto Trevelyan (1838-1928), one of Gladstone’s cabinet members, whose 
mother was Hannah Moore Macaulay, a sister of Lord Macaulay (above) and the 
daughter of Zachary Macaulay, secretary of the Anti Slavery Society and member of 
the evangelical reforming Clapham Sect.  George’s eldest brother was Charles Philips 
Trevelyan, (1870-1958) Liberal MP, who turned Labour MP and was Minister of 
Education under Ramsay MacDonald.  His second brother (1872-1951) Robert 
Calverley Trevelyan was an artist and George’s nephew was George Lowthian 
Trevelyan, the inspirational College Warden of Attingham Park Adult Education 
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College from 1948-1971.  Some CADHAS members may remember a visit made here 
in 2005.   

George’s own career spanned various posts: Professor of Modern History 1927-43 
and Master of Trinity College 1940-51, both at Cambridge University and Chancellor 
of Durham University 1949-57.  He died on 21st July 1962. 

He was the author of many books, a British Museum Trustee, National Portrait 
Gallery Trustee, Fellow of the British Academy, Fellow of the Royal Society and 
throughout his career he worked on behalf of the National Trust, in preserving historic 
houses and landscapes.  In the early 1900s, for £4,100 he bought Old Dungeon Ghyll 
Hotel in Langdale, near Ambleside, once a farm and inn, and gave it almost 
immediately to the National Trust.  It was the first property owned by them in 
Langdale. 

So how did G.M.Trevelyan get to know Campden? 

In the spring of 1926, Dover’s Hill, which overlooks Campden from the west, was put 
up for sale by the Earl of Harrowby and was to be auctioned at Evesham on May 31st.  
For Frederick Landseer Griggs Dover’s Hill was a special place and he wanted to save 
it for Campden.  He tried locally to raise the £5000 needed to purchase it and he 
called on his wealthier acquaintances and friends, the Wills family at Batsford, the 
artist Oliver Baker at Stratford, the printer Bernard Newdigate at the Shakespeare 
Head Press and Sydney Russell at the Lygon Arms in Broadway.   He had raised only 
£500 by mid May.  Griggs then went to the National Trust for help and worked out a 
scheme with them: if he bought the property in his own name, they would become 
involved financially after the purchase.  So on May 31st 1926, Griggs went to the 
auction at the King’s Head, Evesham and bid, until he had acquired it for £4,400.  He 
paid the deposit, signed the documents and set about a new appeal for the £3,700 
balance of the purchase price, but this appeal only raised £1,500.  So, Griggs was 
saddled with a £2,000 overdraft for more than two years, while the National Trust 
were trying to come up with the money. 

By 1928 Griggs was working on building his new house behind Stanley’s Farm 
(Stamford House) in Campden.  He had visitors in that autumn of 1928, one of whom 
was ‘Professor George Macaulay Trevelyan of Cambridge, one of the great men of 
the National Trust.  More than two years after Griggs’s purchase of Dover’s Hill, the 
money was still only half repaid.  Trevelyan was so embarrassed by the Trust’s failure 
to support the purchase, that he had offered, in March 1928, to pay off the balance out 
of his own pocket if Griggs could raise another £400 locally.’*  Probably at 
Trevelyan’s suggestion, Griggs and Norman Jewson then persuaded four wealthy men 
to join them, Ben Chandler, Sir Philip Stott of Stanton, Walter Barrow and William 
Cadbury of Birmingham, to form a Campden Trust and they quickly raised the £400 
needed and so Trevelyan settled the remains of Griggs’s Dover’s Hill debt. 

 ‘On 6th October Trevelyan came to Campden for a hurried beating of the Dover’s Hill 
bounds’.*  His signature was in Griggs’s Dover’s House visitor’s book for Oct 6th  
1928 along with those of  the Campden trustees who met later the same day.  Was this 
the only visit Trevelyan made to Campden?  Was it on this October day that he saw 
the beauty of Campden’s High Street? 

Sources:     G.M.Trevelyan:  English Social History, 1944 
    *Jerrold Northrop Moore: F.L.Griggs, The Architecture of Dreams, 1999, p 185 & 205 

                    National Dictionary of Biography 
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Christopher Whitfield 1902-1967 

John Taplin 

John Taplin, retired from the telecommunications industry and now working at the Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust, is researching Shakespeare and his contemporaries.  He contacted the Archive Room 
in May 2008 asking for information about Christopher Whitfield and here shares with us the results of 
his research.  The series of Oxford University Press Notes & Queries in which Whitfield’s articles were 
published, are available bound by year at the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust or subscribe at 
http://nq.oxfordjournals.org/ and enter the archive section to locate Whitfield's articles, using the 
references in these notes. 

Christopher Gilbert Whitfield was born at 70 Newhall Street, Birmingham, on 11 
April 1902, the son of Gilbert Whitfield and his wife, Edith Mary Whitfield née 
Chatwini.  The family lived in Shrewleyii, near Hatton, Warwickshire.  As a child 
Whitfield was of delicate health and was educated privately at Stanley Wood’s school 
in Colwyn Bay, north Wales.  Whitfield’s family were in business in Birmingham in 
the manufacture of beds, particularly hospital beds and ships’ berths, and he followed 
into the firm and remained with the company, becoming its Chairman until it was sold 
in 1955iii.  He remained active in business chairing the Birmingham Bedstead 
Manufacturers' Association and the Export Committee.  He was also a director and 
vice-chairman Super Oil Seals, until his retirement from that company in 1966 was 
occasioned by ill-health. 

However, Whitfield’s talents extended well beyond the commercial life he led in 
Birmingham.  He had a love of the Cotswolds, particularly the northern part, and in 
the early 1920s to moved Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire, an area that was to 
remain his home for the rest of his life.  He became active within the local arts and 
crafts community as a poet, short story writer, art-lover, historian and antiquary and 
became the friend of a number of artists, writers and craft artisans, including the 
painter F.L. Griggs, the author J.P.Nelson and Christopher Sandford, owner of the 
Golden Cockerel Press that was to published a number of his books.  Sandford’s wife, 
Lettice, a writer and talented wood engraver, illustrated some of Whitfield’s books.  
The Sandfords lived at Eye Manor, near Leominster, Herefordshire, and their son, the 
writer Jeremy Sandford, recalled the idyllic days when his parents hosted groups of 
artists, authors and friends at their house.  Whitfield immortalised one such visit in his 
poem ‘Sunday at Eye’. 

Christopher Whitfield’s Shakespearian biographical and genealogical research had its 
origins in his local history activities in Campden and the surrounding area and 
particularly his fascination with the people and events there in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries.  In 1958 he published A History of Campden and Captain Robert 
Dover’s Olympick Gamesiv, a culmination of his years of research into the town and its 
environs from the earliest to contemporary times.  His friendship with Oliver Baker, 
the artist and antiquary to whom he dedicated the book and who was himself a 
Shakespearian researcher and writer, would have also stimulated Whitfield’s own 
efforts in this regard.  Certainly, the output from his investigatory research into 
contemporaries of Shakespeare, particularly from the region south of the Avon, 
increased markedly in the years following his History of Campden, but the evidence 
that he had already become intrigued by Shakespeare’s place in the country society of 
the region is apparent in his references to him in the passages on Robert Dover and his 
‘Olympick Games’.  He followed up the possibility that Dover knew Shakespeare 
personally, and if not directly then through a circle of mutual friends and extended 

http://nq.oxfordjournals.org/
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kinship including prominent local gentry such the Sheldons of Beoley, Broadway and 
Weston, the Combes of Stratford, the Rainsfords of Clifford Chambers and others. 

In a series of articles that appeared principally in Oxford Journals: Notes and Queries, 
but also in the publications of the Gloucestershire and Worcestershire archaeological 
societies, he examined a succession of Shakespearian connections to and between 
these families.  The first of these, The Kinship of Thomas Combe II, William Reynolds 
and William Shakespeare appeared in Notes and Queries in October 1961 and a 
revised version was published in November that year in a limited editionv.  In this, 
Whitfield built on the work of E.K.Chambers, E.A.B.Barnard, Leslie Hotson and 
others to clarify the confused maternal lineage of Thomas Combe of Stratford, to 
whom Shakespeare had bequeathed his sword.  Thomas Combe’s father, also Thomas, 
married Mary Young at Holy Trinity, Stratford-upon-Avon on 10 January 1586.  Her 
identity had been the subject of considerable dispute among Shakespearian 
biographers.  Through Whitfield’s examination of a series of wills and other 
documentary evidence he was able to show her to be a daughter of Anthony Bonner of 
Chipping Campden and his wife, Bridget née Savage, a daughter of Christopher 
Savage of Elmley Castle, Worcestershire, and the young widow of one William 
Young.  Bonner had made a brief, somewhat undistinguished, appearance in 
Whitfield’s History of Campden, but the uncovering of his wife’s descent from the 
important Savages and his daughter’s second marriage into the Combe family brought 
the Bonners into the circle of ‘Shakespeare’ families that was throwing a new light on 
the Poet’s own relationship and standing in the society of his native country. 

Much of the credit for the revelations about this country society goes to the work of 
Barnard and Hotson.  The fortuitous discovery of the Hanley Court Collection in 1925 
and Barnard’s published analysis of them in 1930 provided an inkling of the 
connections of some of the families mentioned above to Henry Condell and, by 
implication, to Shakespeare himselfvi.  However, it was Hotson’s I, William 
Shakespeare in 1937 that demonstrated the full extent and complexity of these 
relationships, and Whitfield’s work was later to compliment this by his detailed 
examination of specific aspects of some them.  It is apparent that Hotson and 
Whitfield liaised, or at least corresponded, on their mutual interest.  Whitfield quotes 
Hotson’s opinion that ‘The importance of identifying Shakespeare’s friends and 
exploring their lives and characters, remains paramount’ on the flysheet of his work 
on Thomas Combe’s kinship, a sentiment with which he whole-heartedly concurred.  
Hotson provided him with information on an unpublished poem by Peter Heylin to 
Robert Dover that formed the basis for Notes and Queries articles in 1962 and lead to 
Whitfield tracing a link between Dover and the Combes through a common marital 
connection on his wife’s side with the Boughton families of Cawston and Lawford, 
near Rugby, Warwickshirevii. 

Whitfield produced a steady flow of articles as a result of his continued research, with 
Lionel Cranfield and the rectory of Campden in 1962viii; The parentage and 
connexions of William Combe of Warwickix, Some aspects of the Aston-Sambache 
case, 1600-1602x, and Shakespeare’s Gloucestershire contemporaries and the Essex 
risingxi, all in 1963; Sir Lewis Lewknor and “The Merchant of Venice”: a suggested 
connexionxii, Four town-clerks of Stratford-upon-Avon, 1603-1635xiii, and Thomas 
Greene: Shakespeare’s Cousinxiv in 1964; Sir Edward Greville of Milcotexv and 
Clifford Chambers, the Muses Quiet Portxvi in 1965; Some of Shakespeare’s 
contemporaries at the Middle Templexvii in 1966; and Anthony and John Nash; 
Shakespeare’s legateesxviii, published posthumously in 1967.  Each of these articles 
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illuminated another facet of the gentry community of Shakespeare’s ‘country’, their 
complex inter-relationships and their demonstrable, probable or possible connections 
to the Poet himself, and Whitfield’s efforts were recognised by his admittance as a 
Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries.  It was Whitfield’s intention to collate his 
research within a book that he was working towards when he suffered a severe stroke 
in 1966.  This book, to be entitled Shakespeare’s Contemporaries south of the Avon, 
is referred to in his papers bequeathed to the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust at Stratford 
and its contents and chapter headings are listed amongst the deposits held there.  
Sadly, his illness, which he bore courageously, prevented this considerable addition to 
Shakespeare biography being made available to a wider readership.  

Christopher Whitfield married Frances Audrey Chandler, daughter of Benjamin 
Chandler, on 17 January 1942 at St. Lawrence’s Church, Mickleton, Gloucestershire.  
They had two children, Paul and Judith.  Whitfield died Monday, 6 March 1967 at his 
home, The Malt House, Broad Campden, a little over a month short of his sixty-fifth 
birthday. 

                                                 
i GRO Birth Apl-Jun 1902 Birmingham 6d, 183 

ii The Whitfields lived at Penryn, Shrewley, Hatton, Warwickshire, at the time of his birth. 

iii S B Whitfield & Co. Limited of Birmingham, latterly of 109-125 Watery Lane, Birmingham 9, 

iv C. Whitfield, A History of Campden and Captain Robert Dover’s Olympick Games, published by 
Shakespeare Head Press, Eton & Windsor, 1958. 

v C.Whitfield, The Kinship of Thomas Combe II, William Reynolds and William Shakespeare, 
published by The Laverock Press, Newnham, Herefordshire, November 1961, 100 copies.  

vi E.A.B. Barnard, New links with Shakespeare, Cambridge University Press, 1930. Henry Condell and 
John Hemmings were co-producers of the First Folio of Shakespeare’s works in 1623. 

vii C. Whitfield, An unpublished poem to Robert Dover, and Robert Dover and William Combe II,  
Notes and Queries, (OUP) February 1962 

viii C. Whitfield, Lionel Cranfield and the rectory of Campden, Transactions of the Bristol and 
Gloucestershire Archaeological Society, lxxxi, 1962. 

ix C. Whitfield, The parentage and connexions of William Combe of Warwick, Notes and Queries, 
(OUP) September 1963. 

x C. Whitfield, Some aspects of the Aston-Sambache case, 1600-1602, Transactions of the 
Worcestershire Archaeological Society, xl, 1963. 

xi C. Whitfield, Shakespeare’s Gloucestershire contemporaries and the Essex rising, Transactions of 
the Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society, lxxxii, 1963. 

xii C. Whitfield, Sir Lewis Lewknor and “The Merchant of Venice”: a suggested connexion, Notes and 
Queries, (OUP) April 1964. 

xiii  C. Whitfield, Four town-clerks of Stratford-upon-Avon, 1603-1635, Notes and Queries, (OUP) July 
1964. 

xiv  C. Whitfield, Thomas Greene: Shakespeare’s Cousin, Notes and Queries, (OUP) December 1964. 

xv C. Whitfield, Sir Edward Greville of Milcote, Transactions of the Bristol and Gloucestershire 
Archaeological Society, lxxxiv, 1965. 

xvi  C. Whitfield, Clifford Chambers, the Muses Quiet Port, Notes and Queries, (OUP) October 1965. 

xvii C. Whitfield, Some of Shakespeare’s contemporaries at the Middle Temple, Notes and Queries, 
(OUP) August-October 1966. 

xviii  C. Whitfield, Antony and John Nash: Shakespeare’s legatees, Notes and Queries, (OUP) April 
1967. 


	NOTES & QUERIES
	Putting their hands to the Plough, part II                                Margaret Fisher	13
	& Pearl Mitchell	  
	Sources: 	Phillipps Studies - A.N.L. Munby Oxford 
	Dictionary of National Biography

	�Putting Their Hands To The Plough, Part II

	Evesham Journal at Evesham Public Library
	Beneath the Clouds: The Diary of a Century in Ebrington, Charringworth and the Hidcotes. 1900-2000 
	Before The Guild: Rennie Mackintosh
	Jill Wilson


